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Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 25, 2022
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches

Welcome:   The Lord often comes to us in unexpected ways, but the Lord always comes. Come Lord Jesus come. 
Hymn:  Joy to the World
Opening Prayer:   
We come to adore you, little one. On bended knee, with hopeful heart, and eyes stretched wide with wonder and awe. The gentleness of your gaze draws us into the mystery of all that lies beyond, and in that place of falling into joy we yield all that we are to you. Bless us, O Lord, whom we adore, and turn our faces ever toward you.  We come to adore you, O Christ.
Hymn:  O Little Town of Bethlehem
Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know  what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20, Matthew 2.1-15
Luke 2
The Birth of Jesus

2In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

The Shepherds and the Angels

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’ 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Matthew 2
The Visit of the Wise Men

2In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising and have come to pay him homage.’ 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

The Escape to Egypt

13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ 
Message: 



Christmas 
Both Luke and Matthew spend little time on the details of Jesus’ birth. Both Gospel writers are not attempting to prove how Jesus was born-they just knew it happened. They concentrate on the meaning of God coming into our world.

Matthew tells us that the real ruler of the world has come when he emphasizes the gifts of the Magi. The Magi gave gifts that were practical (Myrrh), precious (Gold), and fun (frankincense). 

 Luke emphasizes the manger thinking of Isaiah 1:3, the ox knows its owner and the donkey the manger of its lord, but my people has not understood me. The Shepherds going to the manger demonstrate that God’s people now know the manger of their Lord-the source of hope.

Mary and Joseph felt a sense of peace knowing that God is with them, and Gods love will be with them throughout all of their life. Our kneeling at the manger of our Lord, as the shepherds did, will bring us peace because we know that God is in our life.

Response to the Word: This coming week ask people what their Christmas was like and then then listen to them talk about their experience of Christmas.
Closing Hymn:  Hark the Herald Angels sing
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Holy Land Benediction
May the babe of Bethlehem give you peace
May the child of Nazareth give you joy
May the man of Galilee give you strength
May the Christ of Calvary give you courage
The Resurrected Christ hope 
and the ascended Christ give you a foretaste of His glory
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Calvary

In Celebration of Christmas
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In Loving Memory

Rev. Jim Vahey

From Joan Vahey

Marie Bertschinger 

Bob and Gladys Bertschinger

Dorothy Hoslett

From The Bertschinger Family

Donald, Esther and David Garber

From Don and Claudette Garber

Alvin Bley

 Norma Ralus

 Randy and William Wagner

From Patty and Emily Bley

Tom and Almeda Trotter

Hugo Pesavento

From Tim and Rosella Trotter

Our Family

Jim and Donna Russell
For Those Who Have Passed
Pastor Michael and Jolene
Zion

        In Celebration of Christmas
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                   In Loving Memory

Paul Griesbach and Scott Griesbach

Gay and Marcy Desotelle

From Larry and Paula Desotelle

Justin Strava and Mary Jane Bellavia

Eugene Gauger

Marcy Desotelle

From Roy and Judie Gauger

Ernest and Annetta Lewis

Jack and Lorraine Kasper

From Sue and Fred Lewis
In Honor

People of Zion

From Barb and Bob Cable

The Harding and Richardson

Families

From Deb and Marc Harding
For Those Who Have Passed
Pastor Michael and Jolene
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Bob & Barb Cable, Melvin Pfister, 
Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland,  
Curt Mingle, Doug Schulze, 

Natasha (Don Heeringa’s Daughter in Law), Michael Williamson, 
Kirby & June Anderson, Mar Jean Buck, Joann Richter, 

Phyllis (Fred Lewis’s sister), Henry, Woodward Family, Mary, Marie Thomas
Those Who are Homebound Or are in Care Facilities.

 Mary Ann Masson, Darlene Reinhard, 

For Those Who Are in Mourning

Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, Paul Lewis

Army

Sam Walters, Scott Kokjohn, Ian Smith

Navy

Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

[image: image6.png]106 Hark' the Herald Angels Sing

@ mulitude of the heavenly host praising God .. Luke 213

Charles Wesley, 1739 Arr. by Willam H. Cummings. 1856
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rist, by high - estheav'n a - dored; Christ,the ev - er - last - ing Lord!
Hal the heav'n.born Pince of Peace! Hll 'the Sun of Right-cous- nes!
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Peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec il

Late in time be-hold Him come, Off-spring of the Vir-gin's womb:

Light and life to all He brings, Ris'n with heal - ing in His wings.
4

Joy - ful, ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veilad -t the God-hend see; Hail th'in-car-nate De - i - ty,
Mild He lays His glo-ry by, Bom that man no more may die,

With th'an- gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth - le - hem!”
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el
Born to raise the soms of earth, Born to give them sec - ond birth.
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Hark! theher-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-bornKing.” A-men.

JESUS CHRIST



For all Traveling 

Mission of the Month

December 2022
Emergency Heating Assistance

Calvary and Zion will collect funds in support of Door County veterans and their families during the month of December for Emergency Heating Assistance.  The funds collected are distributed by the Veterans Council of Door County to those in need in our area.

Please give generously.  
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Checks can be made out to Calvary or Zion with “Heating Assistance” in the memo line.  Thank you for your generosity!
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