[image: image1.wmf] 

Worship 
April 3rd, 2022 
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome:   
God is Light, in whom there is no darkness at all. For God sent His Son into the World, not to condemn the World, but that the World might be saved through Him.
Hymn:   Great is Thy Faithfulness
Call to Confession --- Psalm 130
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 2   Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive
 to the voice of my supplications! 3 If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 4 But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. 5 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word, I hope; 6 my soul waits for the Lord   more than those who watch for the morning, more than those who watch for the morning. 7 O Israel, hope in the Lord!  For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem. 8 It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hymn Grace Greater than Our Sin 
Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Paul Peterson 4/3, Nancy Burlend 4/6, Karen Wojahn 4/6
Scripture:
Mark 15:15-20
15So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 16 Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 17And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ 19They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 

Message:  The Humiliation of the King
I have said in past messages that in the Greco-Roman world, power and pride were considered the foundations of society.  The mocking and humiliation of Jesus is an example of those concepts (power and pride) used in the punishment of Jesus. In order to kill Jesus without feeling guilt the authorities (religious and civil) had to reduce Jesus to a shameful criminal. He was pronounced guilty by the High Priest and Pilate.  However, something visual had to be done to show that the verdict was correct, and punishment of death also correct. 
Most of the people that Jesus taught were inspired by His words and amazed at the healing He did.  
Mockery and humiliation were supposed to tear down the person and show how powerless they were.  They mocked him by dressing Jesus up as a king. They used items that were caricatures of what a king would wear.  The crown was some kind of plant that had thorns not gems.  The robe was purple, but the person was dirty and bleeding in places.  The scepter of power was a reed.  As the soldiers hailed him “king of the Jews” it was both an insult to the Jewish people and showing how powerless Jesus was.  
In order to destroy someone who has demonstrated power by healing so many and giving meaning in life to so many you first have to show that they are really powerless. Those involved in the trial, mockery and abuse of Jesus had to show that power comes from being able to hurt and cause fear.  The mockery and humiliation of Jesus was not shaming Him but the forces of evil in the world. The cross has reminded us throughout history that power exercised through force and fear can not give meaning to life. Paul understood this truth as he wrote in 
I Corinthians 1:25-31
For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth.  But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.  God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are,  so that no one may boast before him.  It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.  Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the 
The shame of the cross was that it showed the weakness and foolishness of the forces of evil that thought they put an end to Jesus. Jesus the Son of the Creator of the universe is in fact the King of the universe.
Further Study: Psalm 130
Psalm 130:1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 

To appreciate this Psalm a person ought to visualize themselves (on foot) going up to the house of the Lord. In addition, imagine that this place (the house of the Lord) is where you will meet God. You have taken this bold (and perhaps dangerous) step because you have a need that is so great no other force in creation can deal with it. You feel as if chaos has surrounded you and left you so lost that you cannot see a way out of your trouble. The seeker is willing to go a great distance to worship and to lay before God their cry for help. The worshipers only ask God for help with those things they cannot do for themselves.  

Question: Where is a place that you have met God?

Challenge: You may have to do this where people cannot see you. Take one or two of the Psalms of Assent (120-136) and read them while walking. At the end of you walk pause to pray.
Psalm 130:2

Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!

 

There is both humility and boldness in this verse. The worshipers ask for something that they fully believe 

they will receive - that God will hear them. This is the proper attitude to approach God - with humility and boldness. Christ has given us access to God, yet we approach in humility knowing the price paid for that access. The final word (supplications) can be translated “mercy.” The nuance to either word is that the worshiper knows that the current distress is traced back to their own sinfulness. The sinfulness can be the 

act of not paying attention to their relationship to God and thereby not being ready for the distress that came.

Question: What spiritual discipline out of the list helps you with your relationship to God? Bible reading? Prayer? Worship? Service? Spiritual friends? Giving?

Challenge: Write a prayer of confession that can cover you’re not being attentive to your relationship to God.

Psalm 130:3-4
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 4 But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. 

In the long history of the people of Israel the one story that kept their hope alive was the Exodus. God provided a way for the people to come to the Promised Land, even when they had disobeyed God’s command to enter it (Numbers 14:1-25). God was gracious and patient with the people then and throughout their history. Israel, in distress, looks back to that event for hope. Verse 3 declares God’s essential nature is that of Grace and that nature is what draws people to God. The power and strength of God is seen in God’s love. Think of the cross, what looked to be weakness was in fact the most powerful expression of power - the self-giving sacrifice of God in Christ.

Question: What do you think verse 3 means?

Challenge: Make a fearless and searching inventory of your character defects. Ask God 
to remove them.

 

Psalm 130:5 

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word, I hope; my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than those who watch for the morning.

 

To watch and to wait is to live in hope. In the Bible hope is not wishful thinking or happy anticipation. It is the ability to wait for something you know is coming but is not here yet. You wait in the midst of a world that does not believe and because of their unbelief they think you are crazy to wait. They believe that God is not coming or has ever come. In the midst of unbelief our watching proclaims the reality of God in this world. In Luke 1:78 it says the “Dayspring from on high will visit us.” We watched for the morning -the dayspring - of the Kingdom of God because we knew it would come. As Jesus came, died, and was raised so too will we rise with Him. We wait for the dawn in the midst of darkness for we know Christ (the new dawn) has been raised, so too will we.

Question: If you left out the concept of eternal life or heaven, what would salvation mean? Why would you hope and what would you hope for?

Challenge: Pick a night and get up very early – early enough to see the dawn and give thanks to God for a new day.

 

Psalm 130:7 

O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem.

 

The focus shifts from the individual to the whole country. The experience of receiving from God a hearing and forgiveness compels the worshiper to encourage others to seek help from the Lord. When we experience God’s love and forgiveness it compels us to share that experience with others. We become witnesses to the love of God. We share with others and encourage them to be faithful and hopeful.  

Question: Can you tell others to have hope and believe if you do not? If the answer is no, then why not or if it is yes, why?

Challenge: Think back on a time when you felt the love of God. Now write what happened and your response. 

 
Psalm 130:7 

O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem.

 

The focus shifts from the individual to the whole country. The experience of receiving from God a hearing and forgiveness compels the worshiper to encourage others to seek help from the Lord. When we experience God’s love and forgiveness it compels us to share that experience with others. We become witnesses to the love of God. We share with others and encourage them to be faithful and hopeful.  

Question: Can you tell others to have hope and believe if you do not? If the answer is no, then why not or if it is yes, why?

Challenge: Think back on a time when you felt the love of God. Now write what happened and your response. 

Closing Hymn:  Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
Benediction 
Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

 Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland, Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), 
Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, Paula Desotelle, Dennis Wojahn, 
Natasha (Don Heeringa’s daughter in law) Michael Williamson- Roberta Dietrich (Joan’s sister)-- Kirby & June Anderson, Mar Jean Buck, 
Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service
Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

Sam Walters, Scott Kokjohn, Ian Smith

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses- For all of those out of work-For those who are struggling-

For those who are working twice as hard

Thanks to you ALL!

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
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APRIL MISSION OF THE MONTH:---ASSISTANCE FOR DISASTER VICTIMS





The Mission of the Month for April will benefit the Midwest Mission Distribution Center that was established in 2000 to provide disaster relief supplies that meet basic human needs “around the world and around the corner.” It is one of nine cooperating depots in the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) supply network and also partners with five other relief agencies. All supplies are given free of charge, regardless of gender, race or religion.


Donations to the mission are used to purchase items in bulk at greatly reduced costs.





Contributions, marked Midwest Mission Distribution Center, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of he Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this mission effort











