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Worship 
April 24th, 2022 
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome:   
God is Light, in whom there is no darkness at all. For God sent His Son into the World, not to condemn the World, but that the World might be saved through Him.
Hymn:  Morning Has Broken
Call to Worship: 

L.  Friends, we gather this day to celebrate life –The life we have been given by God,

P.  The life we share with one another in community,

L.  The life that Jesus gives in abundance.

P. Let us be grateful for the joy of life and let us worship God.

   Affirmation of Faith


I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Hymn:  Thine Is the Glory
Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Susan Cattle 4/25, Tim Trotter 4/25, Margie Hayes 4/29
Scripture:
John 20:19-31
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

Message The First Confession of Faith--- Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’
I believe Thomas’ insistence for more proof that Jesus was really alive was because he was hurt by Jesus’ death.  The hurt was because Thomas placed his hope for the future in Jesus and that hope was dashed when Jesus died on the cross. If Jesus did not appear to him and offer his hands and side Thomas would not have known that his hope for the future was not in vain.
 I have known a number of people who have given up on the belief that Jesus and God are real because they have been greatly disappointed in God.  Many Christians believe that if they do all the right things God will not let anything bad happen to them.  God does not guarantee monetary success if we are good. Illness and death will come to the most faithful as well as the least.  What God promises is to never leave us alone.  In Romans Paul tells us that we are never separated from the love of God.  He means that Gods love will bring us meaning and purpose in this life and bring us to the next. 
Thomas gives us the first complete confession of faith.  The other followers believed that Jesus was Lord.  But Thomas was the first to say that Jesus was not just Lord but God.  He now knew that the person he called Jesus was in fact God.  Being God all of Jesus’ promises would come to reality and Thomas did not have to fear being left alone again.  
Further Study:
John 20:24   But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 

Thomas is the disciple that we hear from the most in John. He answers and asks questions that others are thinking about. Thomas is very much like the person who is a believer but wonders deep down if God’s promises can be trusted. All believers have times of wondering if all that Jesus said is true, especially during times of great sadness. If one of the first followers of Jesus can wonder about God’s promises then when I wonder and doubt, I am very much like Thomas.

Question: Why do you think Thomas was not with them?


Challenge: Name all twelve of the Disciples.


 

John 20:25 So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’

 

Thomas calls for a level of proof that offends most people who read this section. We tend to think of ourselves as better than Thomas because we have believed without putting our hands in Jesus’ side. Note that Thomas does not say what he does not believe. He knows that the tomb is empty, and he has heard from the others what they experienced. To put this whole scene in a different frame - the disciples are telling Thomas that a flower is real, and Thomas will not believe that the seed that the flower comes from is real unless he sees it. He wants to see the plant seed, root, and flower.  

Question: Was Thomas’ request unreasonable? Why or why not?

Challenge: What did it take for you to believe

 John 20:26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

Jesus’ words recall what he said in John 14:27. Jesus tells the disciples to have peace because he is going to prepare a place for them. Jesus’ mission is not complete until he ascends to the Father.  He had to go in order for the Spirit to come and be with the believers. The followers of Jesus felt at peace (complete) when Jesus was with them. Jesus knew He had to leave and wanted to leave them with that same sense of peace. He told them that they would recall all He had told them when they needed to recall His words.
Question: How would you get someone’s attention if you did not want to scare them?
Challenge: To the best of our knowledge Jesus never wrote anything down. Why do think He did not?

 John 20:27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not be unbelieving but believe.’ 

The term that is usually translated as doubt does not exist in the Greek. The word is unbelieving.  Thomas does not doubt, he does not believe. Note that Jesus himself comes to deal with his unbelief. Instead of causing lightning to strike Thomas, Jesus comes to him. Jesus’ response to Thomas is instructive for the church. Jesus did not curse or try to harm Thomas for his unbelief but instead came to him and allowed him to touch where he was wounded. The church has too often thought that unbelievers must be somehow punished but that is not what Jesus wants. The entire gospel of John calls for us to move from unbelief to belief. It is more important for persons to believe than for the church to be right.

Question: Would it have been enough for you to see Jesus?
Challenge: Why do you think the Church has been harsh with those who do not believe?

 

John 20:28 Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’
 

Thomas has the fullest expression of faith in John’s Gospel. John has been showing through various “signs” that Jesus is the Son of the Father. Jesus was given the power to give life from the Father and Jesus can give life to his followers. Thomas puts it all together and believes that Jesus is Lord and God. Jesus is fully human and fully God.

Question: Do you think that Thomas actually touched Jesus?

Challenge: Write out a brief statement of faith.


 John 20:29 Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

 

This last verse is addressed to the community that John is writing to and to us down through the centuries. Jesus in John 17:20-24 prays for all those who will find new life in Christ through the witness of the disciples. The disciples were more than the twelve; they were all those who experienced the Resurrection and witnessed to the truth that Jesus is the Son of God. We are called to be witnesses to the whole world. We are blessed just as those who saw Jesus because in faith, we also see Jesus.

Question: What does it mean to “witness” to something?


Challenge: If people cannot see Jesus today how does anyone come to believe?

 
Closing Hymn:  I Love to Tell the Story
Benediction 
Go in peace and love and know that the Lord is with you even to the end of the age.
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

 Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland, Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), 
Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Paula Desotelle, Dennis Wojahn, 
Natasha (Don Heeringa’s daughter in law) Michael Williamson- Roberta Dietrich (Joan’s sister)-- Kirby & June Anderson , Mar Jean Buck, Atticus Jenkins,7 mos. old (Rix’s G.G.son), JoAnn Richter
Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service
Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

Sam Walters, Scott Kokjohn, Ian Smith

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses- For all of those out of work-For those who are struggling-

For those who are working twice as hard

Thanks to you ALL!

In Our Community

For all of those looking for homes in our community
For all those suffering in the Ukraine war.
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APRIL MISSION OF THE MONTH:---ASSISTANCE FOR DISASTER VICTIMS





The Mission of the Month for April will benefit the Midwest Mission Distribution Center that was established in 2000 to provide disaster relief supplies that meet basic human needs “around the world and around the corner.” It is one of nine cooperating depots in the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) supply network and also partners with five other relief agencies. All supplies are given free of charge, regardless of gender, race or religion.


Donations to the mission are used to purchase items in bulk at greatly reduced costs.





Contributions, marked Midwest Mission Distribution Center, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of he Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this mission effort











