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Worship 
March 6th, 2022 
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome:   
God is Light, in whom there is no darkness at all. For God sent His Son into the World, not to condemn the World, but that the World might be saved through Him.
Hymn:  Lord Who Throughout These Forty Days
Call to Worship
L. In this season of Lent, we make our way to cross,

P. We remember the steps that led Christ there: betrayal and fear, but also trust in God, and love for humanity.

L. In this season of Lent, as we make our way to the cross, 

P. We strive to follow Christ’s example: to admit betrayal and fear that are part of life, to embrace trust in God and love for humanity.

L. So we may make our journey and let us worship God.

Hymn # Jesus the Very Thought of Thee
Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Rich Dirks 3/7, Benjamin Desotelle 3/10 
Scripture:
Luke 22:14-20
4 When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. 15He said to them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.’ 17Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, ‘Take this and divide it among yourselves; 18for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.’ 19Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 20And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 21But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. 22For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!’
Reflection: The Last Supper
The Place: In Jerusalem there was a guest house that had a large room that could be used for a formal meal like Passover.   
The Meal: They ate reclining around a U-shaped table.  In front of the place setting would be 4 cups of wine and loafs of bread along with the other symbolic foods ate at Passover.
Passover Seder: This meal is a retelling of God’s delivery of the people from slavery in Egypt. It celebrates God’s Covenant to the people that God would be their God and never forsake them. Passover is not just a retelling but an experiencing again the joy of being free from slavery. The supper is a reminder that God had set the people free and led them to the future a future with hope.
Jesus makes changes:  Before the meal began the host would give thanks and ask God to bless the bread then they would all share a piece from the blessed loaf.  Jesus alters the blessing by saying that the bread is his body broken and given for their redemption.  God is delivering us from slavery but not from Egyptian bondage but slavery to sin and death.
Later in the meal Jesus raises the cup and gives thanks but then goes on to say that the wine is  his life poured out in order for the world to establish a new covenant. 

Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the House of Israel and the House of Judah. it will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt---a covenant that they broke though, I was there husband, says the Lord but this is the covenant that I will make with the House of Israel after those days says the Lord. I will put my law within them, I will write it down their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sins no more.

Jesus said that when we eat the bread and drink the cup, He is present with us.  When we share in Communion it is like time disappears and we are with Jesus and the disciples (and all who have gone before) at the meal.
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Text: Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898, alt.
Tune (ST. FLAVIAN, CM): John’s Day Psalter, 1562; harm. based on the original faux-bourdon setting
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Further Study:
Matthew 7:1-5
Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. For with the judgment, you make you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye? Or how can you say to your neighbor, “Let me take the speck out of your eye”, while the log is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.
Jesus, in the whole Sermon on the Mount, is not giving us a strategy for success in worldly relationships but a call to live in the light of the dawning kingdom of God. Jewish traditions contain exhortations to moderation, tolerance, and mercy, but the probation against judgment is unusual in the time of Jesus. The way “judge” is used could mean either “be critical” or “condemn.” Jesus does not want to ignore that judgment will come, but God will be the judge, not us. The Christian community must make ethical decisions about the behavior of others, but it must do so being aware of its own failures and faults. We may be good at judging, but it is not what God has called us to do.

Question: What does he mean by the “log” in your eye?

Challenge: How can we tell someone (or a group) that they are wrong, in a moral sense, without 
condemning them?

 

Matthew 7:10-11
 

‘Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him!

 

The comparison between humans and God is made to show how much greater God’s love actually is. Both bread and fish were staples in the diet of those living around the Sea of Galilee. To withhold, or worse, make fun of those staples is to deny a living. For a father to do so would be the height of cruelty. If our earthly fathers can give us at least the staples, then how much more will we receive from God in Heaven.

Question: What are some of the “good things” God will give us if we ask?

Challenge: Do you believe verse 10 has been true for you? If so, how has it proved true?

 

Matthew 7:12
 

‘In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets.

 

This verse has been (since the eighteenth century) called “The Golden Rule.” In Luke it is inserted in the Sermon on the Plain where it is integrated into the command to love one’s enemies (Luke 6:31). The rule could be interpreted as fulfilling the Great Commandment (Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18). The Golden Rule is not something that is reciprocal but is something that encourages us to initiate a good deed to others.

Question: Does the verse sound like a command or a way to respond?

Challenge: Take notice of your actions for the rest of the week and see if you have followed this rule
Matthew 7:13-14
 

‘Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road is easy that leads to destruction, and there are many who take it. For the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who find it.

 

There are times it seems easier to do the wrong thing but as time goes on that decision has very hard consequences. It is often (but not always) harder to make the ethically right decision, but that road does lead us to a good conclusion. An example of taking the easy road and having bad consequences is debt. Today we can put off paying for something, far too easily, until a future date. We pile up so many of these “things” that we find ourselves in a cycle of poverty that has the illusion of plenty. To get out of that cycle one has to take another road, one that will be narrow and hard but one that will lead to an outcome - freedom from debt.

Question: Why do you think we are cautioned about finding things too easy?

Challenge: What are some examples of the wide gate and easy road that leads to destruction?

 Matthew 7:15-20
‘Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? In the same way, every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, you will know them by their fruits.

False prophets are really reprehensible people. They are the lowest sort because they claim they come from a divine source. It does not matter if the sources are great theories of economics or quotations from the Bible. People that manipulate others for their own benefit and to the detriment of others are ravenous wolves.   Question: Who do you think Jesus was referring to by the term false prophets?
Challenge: What would be the fruit of a false prophet?
 Matthew 7:24-27

 

‘Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!’

 

Jesus tells us to take the long view in life. By long view I mean multi-generational. We ought not to build a house for just ourselves or tend a plot of land for just ourselves, but for the future generations. God has taken a very long view and steadfastly maintained a plan of salvation that includes us now and those in the future. Too many people make decisions (in both personal life and in national leadership positions) that just look out for the now. If Jesus looked out for the now He would have gotten down off the cross and lived a very full life but then none of the rest of us would have a life. Whenever we decide to think just of ourselves pause a moment to ask – what would Jesus do?

Question: When Jesus says “hears these words of mine” what do you think he is referring to?

Challenge: What principles have you built your life on that have stood firm over the years?

Closing Hymn:  O God Beyond All Praising
Benediction: Almighty God, through the power of you Holy Spirit you enable us to do more than we can think of imagine. As you send us into the world make us strong to do your work
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This tune in a lower key, No. 116; in a higher key, No. 498.

Baptist Hymnal 1991 225
WORDS: Latin Hymn, 12th Century; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878
MUSIC (ST. AGNES 8.6.8.6.(C.M.)): John B. Dykes, 1823-1876



Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

 Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland, Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), 
Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, Paula Desotelle, Dennis Wojahn, 
Natasha (Don Heeringa’s daughter in law) Michael Williamson- Roberta Dietrich (Joan’s sister)-- Kirby & June Anderson (twins in NICU), Mar Jean Buck
Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service
Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn-Ian Smith

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses- For all of those out of work-For those who are struggling-

For those who are working twice as hard

Thanks to you ALL!

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
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MARCH MISSION OF THE MONTH:


RED BIRD MISSION


Our mission for January is to help support the Red Bird Mission in southeastern Kentucky, where 25% of the people in the area are disabled, 38% live in poverty and 10% are unemployed. The elderly are especially in need. Since 1921, the mission has given hope to thousands of people in this rural, mountainous area by providing Christian-based education, health and wellness care, housing improvement services and emergency assistance. We are humbled by Red Bird Mission’s commitment to improving the lives of so many in the heart of Appalachia and are grateful that we can offer financial support. This video will give you a brief overview of the services the mission provides.  https://youtu.be/e3KjStII3Dk





Contributions, marked Red Bird Mission, can be sent to Calvary UMC, P.O. Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212. Or you can drop it in the offering plate.











