[image: image1.wmf] 

Worship 
March 27th, 2022 
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome:   
God is Light, in whom there is no darkness at all. For God sent His Son into the World, not to condemn the World, but that the World might be saved through Him.
Hymn:   All People that On Earth Do Dwell
Call to Confession ---Unison
Holy and merciful God, we confess those times when we have failed to be your faithful people, when we have made an empty show of our beliefs, when we have judge others and been blind to our own sin, when our words have been substitutes for justice and kindness. Forgive us, we pray, and by the power of you’re a Spirit make is strong for all that is to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Assurance of Pardon 

Hymn#121 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Aaron Lopez 3/27, Karen Poquette 3/29, Pastor Michael Morris 3/29, Carol Hackbarth 4/1 
Scripture:
Mark 15:1-15
Jesus before Pilate
15As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ He answered him, ‘You say so.’ 3Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 4Pilate asked him again, ‘Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.’ 5But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 

Pilate Hands Jesus over to Be Crucified
6 Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. 7Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. 8So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. 9Then he answered them, ‘Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?’ 10For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. 11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. 12Pilate spoke to them again, ‘Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?’ 13They shouted back, ‘Crucify him!’ 14Pilate asked them, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted all the more, ‘Crucify him!’ 15So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

Reflection: The Last 24 Hours— Jesus, Barabbas, and Pilate
On the occasion of the Second Vatican Council (1964), the Catholic Church issued the decree NOST1L& AETATE (1965) 
EVEN THOUGH THE JEWISH AUTHORITIES AND THOSE WHO FOLLOWED THEIR LEAD PRESSED FOR THE DEATH OF CHRIST, NEITHER ALL JEWS INDISCRIMINATELY AT THAT TIME, NOR JEWS TODAY, CAN BE CHARGED WITH THE CRIMES COMMITTED DURING THE PASSION. — INDEED, THE CHURCH REPROVES EVERY FORM OF PERSECUTION AGAINST WHOSOEVER IT MAY BE DIRECTED. REMEMBERING, THEN, HER COMMON HERITAGE WITH THE JEWS AND MOVED NOT BY ANY POLITICAL CONSIDERATION, BUT SOLELY BY THE RELIGIOUS MOTIVATION OF CHRISTIAN CHARITY, SHE DE PLORES ALL HATRED, PERSECUTIONS DISPLAYS OF ANTISEMITISM LEVELLED AT ANY TIME OR FROM ANY SOURCE AGAINST THE JEWS.

As I read the proceedings of the trial of Jesus before Pilate, I wonder just who is on trial? The accuser’s (the High priests and their close supporters) received the judgement they wanted. Pilate (the judge) was able to deflect blame by hiding behind a Passover custom.  Jesus certainly received the punishment.  However, history has found that Jesus was not guilty of an offence that warranted death. So, who was on trial?  It was not the world or the criminal justice system at the time.  It was the cultural view that power and pride were the foundation of a good and stable society. Power derived from either wealth or status in society. In Greco-Roman society a person born into a certain class could achieve a good life, without having to work for it. Wealth would gain a person much power without class status because one could buy influence. Wealth and class status were the ideal combination for success. Even though most people in Jesus’ time were not either wealthy or in an upper class, still the idea of one’s worth coming from what they have or how they were born was still prominent. 
Jesus’ preaching and actions said to the society that power and pride were not the foundation of a good and stable society. He judged that the concept of power and pride, was guilty of destroying society and should be done away with.  Those in power (then and now) understood His preaching and its consequences if followed.  Jesus did not think the worth of a person was based on how they were born and how much money they had or what they could do. The worth of a person was found in that we were created by God and made alive by the breath of God.  The worth of a person is based on the fact that we are God’s children.  Jesus believed that our relationship to God was primary and our relationship to others followed closely. The foundation of a good and stable society is built on Love and humility. 
Christian communities have struggled throughout the years to put into practice Jesus’ concept of a good and stable society. One built on love and humility. It is hard to put Jesus words into universal practice because there are still people in power that invade other countries and abuse segments of society. Love and humility have the power to give life and to give it more abundantly.
Further Study: 

Matthew 27:15-18
15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. 17 So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, "Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?" 18 For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over.

This event at the governor’s court highlights the difference between Jesus, the one who saves His people (the true son of the Father), and Jesus Barabbas (son of the father) who steals and kills from the people.  Matthew shows, in this scene, the difference between the two kingdoms, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of the world. Jesus is the “righteous one” who did no evil, yet the Jewish leaders will persuade enough people to choose a notorious criminal.

Question:  What festival is mentioned and what event did it recall?  Where in the Bible do we find the story?

Challenge: What could make you almost mad enough to hurt someone who was seriously questioning your religious beliefs?

Matthew 27:19
19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, "Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him."

Dreams were considered divine messages (revelations from the gods).  Pilate now knows that Jesus is innocent, and he must now find a way to get out of this problem.  He has had dealings with the High Priest (Caiaphas was high priest during most of Pilates governorship) before and each party knows how manipulate the other.  Pilate has no reason to like any of the people he rules but he does not want to start a riot.  Some of his past decisions have come close to causing riots to occur (he once took money from the Temple treasury to build an aqueduct). If a riot broke out it would reflect badly upon Pilate.

Question:  Do you think God was talking to Pilate’s wife?

Challenge: Think about the ways God has spoken to you outside of the Bible or worship.


Matthew 27:20

20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed

The crowds are an uncommitted group.  They are at one time friendly and appear to be potential disciples.  Yet at another time they call for Jesus to be killed and a criminal to be freed.  When human beings make decisions just based on feelings those decisions will be very erratic. If we decide just on what feels good at the moment, we will often make bad choices.  In a debate the one who talks with the most passion is not necessarily correct.  A person who has a polished way of speaking does not always make the best leader. When an important decision is to be made it ought not to be made based on the emotion of the moment, the quality of the speaker or the level of passion in the argument.

Question: Who made up the group of elders? Do you think they are just older?

Challenge:  Look carefully at commercials and ads this week and see how they are trying to influence you.

Matthew 27:21-22
21 The governor again said to them, "Which of the two do you want me to release for you?" And they said, "Barabbas." 22 Pilate said to them, "Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?" All of them said, "Let him be crucified!"

The choice that Pilate gives to the “all” in vs. 22, is like the one Joshua gave to the assembled people (Joshua 24:15). Each had to choose who they will serve- the laws of God or their own desires.   We are the “all” referred to in the verse.  We have to choose whom we will serve-the forces of death and evil or those of life and hope. Serving and obeying God is not a onetime choice but a daily choosing.  We must each day make up our mind to continue to follow God and obey. The reality is that a choice for life & hope can be hard to make because of the consequences. When we as a nation entered WWII, we choose life and hope, but it cost a great deal. Choosing to follow God’ commands can be the most difficult in the face of evidence that it most likely will bring no reward.  

Question:  Where did the crowd get the idea of crucifying Jesus? They usually stone someone.

Challenge: This week ask God each day to help you with your attitude so that you are not making a choice like the one above. 

Matthew 27:23-24

23 Then he asked, "Why, what evil has he done?" But they shouted all the more, "Let him be crucified!" 24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, "I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves."

Pilate thinks he can avoid problems by putting the blame for the execution of Jesus on the crowd by saying he has nothing to do with the execution because the crowd called for it to happen not him. He wants to be sure that he has not gone against the divine warning (the dream of his wife) and yet avoids a riot.  He gives them the sentence they are looking for and by the act of hand washing excuses himself of responsibility in the matter.  

Question: Do you think Pilate is innocent? If not, how much guilt does he deserve?

Challenge: Do you see examples of leaders giving people what they want not what they need?  What are they?

Matthew 27:25-26

25 Then the people as a whole answered, "His blood be on us and on our children!" 26 So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.
The power of sin to corrupt is seen in this whole episode. Rome represented the ruling body with power to enforce mercy& life. Sin caused them to use such power to condemn someone to death.  The crowds, who are parents, are seen to call a curse on their children. Religious leaders steeped in the scripture only see their interests at stake.  Sin has caused all of these different parties to make choices that they would not normally make.  Sin in the form of mob mentality pushed the events to the death of Jesus on the cross.

Question:  If Jesus was going to be killed why whip him?

Challenge: Think about Barabbas.  What do you imagine he did after being released?
Closing Hymn:  Go make Disciples
Benediction
Hold on to that truth; live in that hope. And may the peace of God, the blessing of Jesus Christ, and the presence of the Holy Spirit be with you and among you Amen
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Text: Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898, alt.
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

 Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland, Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), 
Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, Paula Desotelle, Dennis Wojahn, 
Natasha (Don Heeringa’s daughter in law) Michael Williamson- Roberta Dietrich (Joan’s sister)-- Kirby & June Anderson , Mar Jean Buck, 
Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service
Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

Sam Walters, Scott Kokjohn, Ian Smith

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses- For all of those out of work-For those who are struggling-

For those who are working twice as hard

Thanks to you ALL!

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
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884 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 owHuNoRzoTH
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MARCH MISSION OF THE MONTH:


RED BIRD MISSION


Our mission for March is to help support the Red Bird Mission in southeastern Kentucky, where 25% of the people in the area are disabled, 38% live in poverty and 10% are unemployed. The elderly are especially in need. Since 1921, the mission has given hope to thousands of people in this rural, mountainous area by providing Christian-based education, health and wellness care, housing improvement services and emergency assistance. We are humbled by Red Bird Mission’s commitment to improving the lives of so many in the heart of Appalachia and are grateful that we can offer financial support. This video will give you a brief overview of the services the mission provides.  https://youtu.be/e3KjStII3Dk





Contributions, marked Red Bird Mission, can be sent to Calvary UMC, P.O. Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212. Or you can drop it in the offering plate.











