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Worship 
March 20th, 2022 
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome:   
God is Light, in whom there is no darkness at all. For God sent His Son into the World, not to condemn the World, but that the World might be saved through Him.
Hymn:   O How He Loves You and Me
Call to Confession ---Unison

He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom others hide their faces, he was despised, and we held him of no account.  But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.


Assurance of Pardon  

Hymn You Alone Are Holy

Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Judie Gauger 3/21, Jackie Behnke 3/25
Scripture:
Mark 14:53-72
Jesus before the Council
53 They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were assembled. 54Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire. 55Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. 56For many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. 57Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying, 58‘We heard him say, “I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.” ’ 59But even on this point their testimony did not agree. 60Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, ‘Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?’ 61But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, ‘Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?’ 62Jesus said, ‘I am; and “you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power”, and “coming with the clouds of heaven.” ’ 63Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ‘Why do we still need witnesses? 64You have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?’ All of them condemned him as deserving death. 65Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, ‘Prophesy!’ The guards also took him over and beat him. 
Peter Denies Jesus
66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by. 67When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, ‘You also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.’ 68But he denied it, saying, ‘I do not know or understand what you are talking about.’ And he went out into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. 69And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders, ‘This man is one of them.’ 70But again he denied it. Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are one of them; for you are a Galilean.’ 71But he began to curse, and he swore an oath, ‘I do not know this man you are talking about.’ 72At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.’ And he broke down and wept. 
Reflection: The Last 24 Hours— Condemned by the Sanhedrin
Condemned (declared guilty and sentenced to death) by the Sanhedrin (71 religious’ leaders)

What would cause the chief priests, elders, and scribes to offer up such a drastic judgement to Jesus? Moreover, what could cause such anger, by the guards toward Jesus, to have him beaten and spit upon? The answer is simple-- fear caused the authorities both religious and civil to condemn Jesus.

Fear can be very helpful because it will help us to be careful and avoid dangerous situations.   As we grow and gain experience, we learn what to be really careful about and how to not let fear control our life. 

To be able to deal with the fear that comes from loss (loss of job, money, power or loved one) we can gain life and faith resources to mitigate the effects of the loss.   We learn to not let the fear of loss rob us of the joy of living. For those in a position of power the fear of losing that power can cause people to react in harmful ways.  

The Sanhedrin was a ruling body of 71 men who had religious and some civil authority in Jerusalem and environs.  Of that group of 71 a smaller group made up of the High Priest and advisors actually gathered to convict Jesus. It must have been a smaller group because it would have been very difficult to get agreement by the whole Sanhedrin to condemn Jesus. According to the rules of evidence that would govern the Sanhedrin proceedings Jesus could not have been convicted.

Even with the unofficial group (who already found Jesus guilty and worthy of death) it was difficult to arrange the witnesses to give concise testimony.  Jesus knew the proceedings were window-dressings which is why he does not bother to defend himself. Jesus’ trial was like some today held in secret where the decision is made beforehand without worrying about truth or justice. 

The group that condemned Jesus to death were in fear of losing their power. Jesus managed to offend most of those in authority and those who wanted to be in authority.  Jesus preached that God was fulfilling the promise to have shalom, genuine worship and freedom from the fear of death become a reality and be experienced now. He also preached that all this was fulfilled in Him. 

Those in power used their power in violent ways because they were afraid that if Jesus was right, they would lose their hold over the population.  

Before leaving this passage, something must be said about Peters denial.  In the early days of the Christian movement some churches and individuals were being persecuted for their beliefs.  Some chose to deny their faith to save themselves and families.  Peters experience is important because it says that even if we deny Christ after we have accepted him as Lord, He will not deny us. If God’s love can forgive and restore Peter after he denied knowing Jesus with Jesus looking at him then God can forgive and restore me!
Further Study:
Mark 14.53-54
53 They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were assembled. 54 Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire.

The house of Annas controlled the High Priesthood from 6 A.D. until 62 A.D. Annas, Caiaphas & Elazar (all at one time high priests) formed a kind of inner circle within the 70 member Sanhedrin. Caiaphas’s (the current High Priest) political views on the “Jesus problem” are stated in Jn. 11.50 “do you not understand that it is better for you to have one man die for the people than to have the whole nation destroyed”. It is important to note that the average person in Jerusalem at the time did not participate in the trial or the call for Jesus’ death- only the leaders and probably just those in the Sadducees party. 

Question:  Though the account of Peter’s denial comes later in the chapter- Why did he think he would not be recognized?

Challenge: It is hard to get into someone else’s mind- but can you imagine why Peter followed them after the arrest?

 Mark 14:55-56

55 Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. 56 For many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree.

The Sanhedrin could not give out a death sentence without permission from the Roman officials (it was against Roman law to execute someone without their permission). Before Herod the Great could execute his own sons (Herod was afraid they were plotting to over throw him-Herod was very paranoid) he had to obtain Rome’s permission to execute them. Some historians believe that it was not the whole Sanhedrin that was in session but just some of the members and that it was their job to come up with the correct charges to bring to the Roman governor that would force the governor to order Jesus’ execution.

Question:  Did the witness outright lie, or did they report half-truths, or did they not hear correctly?

Challenge: What would be an example of giving false information about Jesus today?

Mark 14:57-59

57 Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying, 58 "We heard him say, "I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.' " 59 But even on this point their testimony did not agree.

Saying you could destroy the Temple and rebuild it was not a capital offence. Jews at the time believe that God would provide a Temple in the last days.  As the new Temple would not be made by human hands the charge would be that Jesus believed He was God.  Blasphemy is using God’s name frivolously.

Question: Was Jesus being literal in destroying the Temple?

Challenge:  Do a little research and see when the Temple was destroyed and how it happened.


Mark 14:60
Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, "Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?"

The High Priest is hoping for Jesus to condemn himself by answering the High priests’ question.  Jesus does not want to speak because the witnesses were in such disagreement. They were disagreeing not about what he said but what it meant.  The accusers though, were hoping to get one charge that could be used against Him.

Question:  Why do you think Jesus silent?

Challenge: How should a person respond when people lie about them and what they said?


Mark 14:61

61 But he was silent and did not answer. Again, the high priest asked him, "Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?"

 It is interesting that the High priest knew the things that Jesus did (healing and teaching and preaching) were signs of the coming of the Messiah. If they can make the case that Jesus claimed to be the Messiah (the Messiah is supposed to be the new King) then Jesus could be charged with treason against the Romans.  The High Priest is weary of the discussion & calls upon his authority and demands –in the name of God- for Jesus to speak.  Jesus in now forced to speak.  

Question: Why wait so long to ask Jesus this question that would surely convict Him?

Challenge: Can you think a way that Jesus could have answered the question without accusing Himself?


Mark 14:62-63

62 Jesus said, "I am”; and "you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power,' and "coming with the clouds of heaven.' " 63 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "Why do we still need witnesses? 64 You have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?" All of them condemned him as deserving death.

Jesus’ words “I Am” echo the name God used when God, on Mt. Sini, sent Moses to Pharaoh.  When Moses asks for the name of who has sent him to the people, God answers “I Am”.  The High Priest charges Jesus with blasphemy. This charge in Jewish law, did carry a death penalty. However, in Roman law Jesus had to be charged with insurrection in order to be guilty of a capital punishment.  

Question:  Why did the High Priest tear his robe?

Challenge: Do a little research and see what blasphemy is.


Closing Hymn:  Shalom to You
Benediction
Just as the disobedience of Adam resulted in the condemnation of all people, even so, the upright act of Jesus resulted in life for all. So, there is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

 Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland, Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), 
Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, Paula Desotelle, Dennis Wojahn, 
Natasha (Don Heeringa’s daughter in law) Michael Williamson, Roberta Dietrich (Joan’s sister),  Kirby & June Anderson, Mar Jean Buck, 
Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service
Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

Sam Walters, Scott Kokjohn, Ian Smith

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses- For all of those out of work-For those who are struggling-

For those who are working twice as hard

Thanks to you ALL!

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
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WORDS: Kurt Kaiser (1 John 3:1) PATRICIA
MUSIC: Kurt Kaiser Irregular

© 1975 Word Music, Inc.
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MARCH MISSION OF THE MONTH:


RED BIRD MISSION


Our mission for March is to help support the Red Bird Mission in southeastern Kentucky, where 25% of the people in the area are disabled, 38% live in poverty and 10% are unemployed. The elderly are especially in need. Since 1921, the mission has given hope to thousands of people in this rural, mountainous area by providing Christian-based education, health and wellness care, housing improvement services and emergency assistance. We are humbled by Red Bird Mission’s commitment to improving the lives of so many in the heart of Appalachia and are grateful that we can offer financial support. This video will give you a brief overview of the services the mission provides.  https://youtu.be/e3KjStII3Dk





Contributions, marked Red Bird Mission, can be sent to Calvary UMC, P.O. Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212. Or you can drop it in the offering plate.











