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Worship 
March 13th, 2022 
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome:   
God is Light, in whom there is no darkness at all. For God sent His Son into the World, not to condemn the World, but that the World might be saved through Him.
Hymn:   Great Is the Lord
Call to Confession ---Unison


Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my sins.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation.


Assurance of Pardon  

Hymn: Through It All  

Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Bonnie Reinhard 3/14, Sandra Dirks 3/19, Elly Kiehnau 3/19
Scripture:
Matthew 26:36-46
Reflection: The Last 24 Hours—The Garden
When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. (Mk 14:26) 

It was very late when the Passover supper was over, and the disciples began their walk back to Bethany.  They walked through the southern edge of the town and out the gate near the pool of Siloam.  Jesus led the disciples into the Kidron valley until they came to caves at the garden of Gethsemane.  This is at the foot of the MT. of Olives and in fact was an olive orchard.  Along their path there were number of natural caves, and it was not unknown for people to spend the night in one.  Bethany was a distance away and everybody in Bethany would be asleep.  I think Jesus knew that this night He would be arrested so He wanted to spend the night in prayer.  

Jesus knows that there is no way to stop what is going to happen to him.  Jesus does not expect or want the disciples to join him in his suffering and death but to just be near.  There is a ministry that all Christians can do for someone when we cannot help in any other way that is to be present. We are obligated to do all we can to alleviate the suffering people feel but there is a time when all we can do is stand by them. Jesus’ request of Peter, James, and John to sit with him while he prayed is a simple request to not be alone.  

 We ought not to blame the three disciples for not staying awake.  They did have 4 cups of wine at the Passover meal, and they were not really used to drink that much wine.  They did not know that Jesus would be arrested that night and even if they did know it had to be hard to stay awake. 

The Garden was the last temptation Jesus faced.  He knew that his real ministry was to “take away the sin of the world” but it was hard to tell God “your will not mine”.   Perhaps Jesus recalled what he said in a sermon when He said “Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”. (Luke 11:11-13) Jesus trusted God enough to go to the cross.  The prayer in the garden was not Jesus having second thoughts, but his prayer was that someday his sacrifice will enable the world to experience the Love of God
Further Study:

Matthew 26:36
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, "Sit here while I go over there and pray.
In many depictions of the prayer in Gethsemane we see Jesus praying on a rock.  These depictions recall the binding of Isaac (Genesis 22.1-14). In Judaism this story (the binding of Isaac) was understood to be an example of how one is willing to sacrifice all they had or will have at Gods command.  Jesus is about to be offered and the one sacrificed is praying upon a rock just as Isaac was laid on a rock altar in preparation for sacrifice.  Jesus is giving new meaning to this Jewish tradition and symbol.

Question:  Gethsemane is called a garden what would be a better word for this place?
Challenge: This week try getting up at midnight and spend some time in prayer.

Matthew 26:37-38

37 He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee and began to be grieved and agitated. 38 Then he said to them, "I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.

Jesus longs for human companionship in the face of death.  Jesus is tempted not to follow through being the sacrifice and He needs the others to “watch” Him. This watching is not to guard and make sure the person follows through but to be a support. Jesus will do the work. He is asking for support from others. The support he needs is that the disciples are just present or nearby Him.
Question:  How is asking the others to watch a sign of strength?
Challenge: Recall a time when you were the one to need someone to sit with you and a time when you were the one sitting with the other.  What was the difference between the two in terms of how you felt?


Matthew 26:39

39 And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want

There is a similarity between this prayer and the part in the Lord’s Prayer that says, “save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil”.  The prayer in the Garden is filled with urgency and pain and acknowledges the human desire to avoid painful situations.  Jesus wants to follow Gods will and does trust in God’s love but still wants to avoid the upcoming events of the next few days. Jesus could not see the end, but He trusts God.  We may not be able to see a way through difficult times, but Jesus has shown us that the God who gave us life will bring us to eternal life.  I wonder if Jesus’ prayer (in the garden) is a logical ending to the line in the Lord’s Prayer- “save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil”.
Question: Why use the image of a cup to describe what Jesus was about to do?
Challenge:  For the rest of the week end your prayers with the words “not my will but yours”.

Matthew 26:40-41
40 Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, "So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? 41 Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak

For Peter, James & John to stay awake all night would have been very hard from a practical angle.  The Passover meal is a big meal that includes drinking four cups of wine.  Their intention was to stay awake and so support Jesus, but their body just was not up to the task.  Our spirits can want and desire to follow Jesus but unless we are connected to Him and draw our strength from him, we will fall asleep.  The Disciples experienced the truth of His words in John 15 –You cannot produce fruit unless you abide in me.  On our own we cannot stay awake enough to be followers of Jesus.
Question:  Can you think of another story in the gospels were some are urged to stay awake?
Challenge: When we have the all-night prayer after Good Friday service- sign up for a very late n Matthew 26:42-44

Matthew 26:42
 Again he went away for the second time and prayed, "My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done." 43 Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words.

Thank God for these words of Jesus.  How many times have we wondered if an action that we believe God wants us to take is really a message from God.  Doubt and questioning are healthy.  We are to test and see if an action is from God or our own wants.  Jesus gives us permission to question and wonder, by His asking God a second time, if he must drink the cup.  
Question: What act of worship is the cup mentioned?
Challenge:  Think of a time when you felt God urging you to some action and you wondered if it was really God?

Matthew 26:45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand."

“Just as by one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many were made righteous” –Romans 5:19.  All of Jesus’ teaching, preaching and healing lead to the real ministry that Jesus was to accomplish.  By His obedience He could undo the act that brought sin into the world. By His obedience He would reconcile the world to God.  This act of obedience had to be totally voluntary and out of Love. This is the point at which He Jesus chooses obedience, and we are made righteous. 
Question:  Why was Adam’s sin disobedience? 
Challenge: Can you imagine what would have been Jesus’ life if He did not choose to go to the cross?

Closing Hymn:  668 Let Us Now Depart in Peace
Benediction
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall, I fear? I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.  Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!
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Text: Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898, alt.
Tune (ST. FLAVIAN, CM): John’s Day Psalter, 1562; harm. based on the original faux-bourdon setting

3




Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

 Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland, Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), 
Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, Paula Desotelle, Dennis Wojahn, 
Natasha (Don Heeringa’s daughter in law) Michael Williamson- Roberta Dietrich (Joan’s sister)-- Kirby & June Anderson, Mar Jean Buck, 
Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard

For Those Who Are in Mourning

Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service
Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

Sam Walters, Scott Kokjohn, Ian Smith

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
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WORDS: Michael W. Smith and Deborah D. Smith (Ps. 35:27) GREAT IS THE LORD
MUSIC:  Michael W. Smith and Deborah D. Smith Irregular with Refrain

© 1982 Meadowgreen Music Co.
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*See 903 for extended Amen.
WORDS: New Mexican folk song; adapt. by Lee Hastings Bristol, 1961 (Lk. 2:29) A LA PUERTA
MUSIC: New Mexican folk song; adapt. by Lee Hastings Bristol, 1961 121112 10

Adapt. © 1961 Concordia Publishing
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MARCH MISSION OF THE MONTH:


RED BIRD MISSION


Our mission for January is to help support the Red Bird Mission in southeastern Kentucky, where 25% of the people in the area are disabled, 38% live in poverty and 10% are unemployed. The elderly are especially in need. Since 1921, the mission has given hope to thousands of people in this rural, mountainous area by providing Christian-based education, health and wellness care, housing improvement services and emergency assistance. We are humbled by Red Bird Mission’s commitment to improving the lives of so many in the heart of Appalachia and are grateful that we can offer financial support. This video will give you a brief overview of the services the mission provides.  https://youtu.be/e3KjStII3Dk





Contributions, marked Red Bird Mission, can be sent to Calvary UMC, P.O. Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212. Or you can drop it in the offering plate.











