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Worship 
February 27, 2022 
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome:   
The Lord often comes to us in unexpected ways, but the Lord always comes. 

Hymn:  Holy Ground
Call to Worship
L. Above the cold winter floor there is a glory rising born of heaven
and reaching out to each one of us

P. a light that shines through the clouds an invitation seeking all of who we are that transfigures the world
L. that transforms darkness into hope that brings life from a cross where old life ends, and new life is born

P. In glory Jesus meets us here raising us from depths of valley to the height of the mountain carrying the weight of our humanity to the heights of heaven’s glory.
L. Let us worship from the mountain and hear again “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!”

Hymn # 173 Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies
Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Jon Masson 3/1, Jerri Rix 3/3, Jim Russell 3/3, Evelyn Mingle 3/5
Scripture:
 Luke 9:28-43

Reflection: The Transfiguration
In the Gospels God usually speaks through messengers (angels). At Jesus’ baptism and at the Mt. of Transfiguration God speaks directly. At the baptism the divine voice says, “this is my son in whom I am pleased.” At the Mt. of Transfiguration Jesus’ status as Messiah is confirmed by divine testimony. At the Baptism John the Baptist tells the first disciples to follow Jesus. What God tells those present (Peter, James & John) is simply to listen to Him! 

The three chosen to witness this manifestation of Jesus identity are given a glimpse of Jesus as the Son of God. All three have seen Jesus heal illness of various forms.  They have heard Jesus teach and preach and now they see Jesus revealed in glory. However, because they do not understand Jesus’ mission God speaks directly to them and tells them to simply Listen! 

Peter, James, and John will play important roles in the new community Jesus is forming. Each of them needed to have some modification in their attitudes.  Peter is rebuked, by Jesus, because he rejects the necessity of Jesus suffering. James and John wonder more about future greatness than servanthood.

It is exceedingly difficult to say what is in someone’s mind, but I believe they did not fully understand Jesus’ mission nor God’s plan of redemption until after the Cross and Resurrection. Not only for the disciples but to most everybody at that time it was inconceivable that Jesus’ suffering and death would bring the hopes and dreams of the people into reality. It is after the events of the Trial, Crucifixion, and Resurrection that the early followers realized that Jesus embodied in himself the defeat of evil, and Gods return to the people. 

This glimpse of Jesus clothed in the light of God gave these three a brief vision of hope for the future.  God provides even today glimpses of hope for us that sustain us until we see Him face to face.
Further Study:
Luke 9:28
Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray.
It was 8 days since Jesus told the Disciples that he would suffer and die in Jerusalem. Peter and the others argued with Jesus and Jesus rebuked them. For 8 days biblical scholars believe they did not talk very much. Jesus wants them to know what will happen and Jesus wants to show them in a very dramatic way. The mountain they went to was Mt. Tabor and it would have taken the better part of the day to ascend to the top. Peter, John, and James were considered the leaders of the group.

Question: Is there a place in nature where you feel close to God? Where is it?

Challenge: Compare the account of the Transfiguration in Mark and Luke and note the 
differences. Take a guess as to why they are different. (Mark 9:1-13)


 

Luke 9:29-31

 

And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became 

dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.

 

The scene of Jesus praying was to be repeated some time later in the Garden of Gethsemane. Moses was the one who led the people out of slavery and gave them the law. Elijah was considered the greatest prophet, who was to return just before the Messiah. These two men are seen talking to Jesus about the upcoming events in Jerusalem. In Jesus’ day it was assumed that they (Moses and Elijah) were with God because their burial place was never known. These two coming from heaven, conversing with Jesus, meant they came from God. 
Question: When do you pray during the day?
Challenge: For the rest of the week, pray four times: 1. At rising in the morning (a simple thank you for the new day), 2. Mid-day (pray for those you work with), 3. Evening meal (giving thanks for the day), 4. Evening (giving praise to God for God’s gift of salvation in Christ)

 

Luke 9:32-33 
Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah"—not knowing what he said.
Peter, James, and John saw (or rather felt) the presence of God coming from the ones on the mount. Sleep here functions as the faithless counterpart to watching and praying. If they did not stay awake, they would have missed the “Glory of God” in the persons of Moses and Elijah. Peter is not sure how to respond to the appearance of God in the three persons he sees.    

Question: Have you ever stayed awake all night? How did you feel the next day?
Challenge: Recall a time when you stayed with something you wanted to give up on? 
Luke 9:34

 

While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud.

 

In the Bible a cloud is present to conceal the presence of God. The reason for concealing is that we could not stand to see God because it would blind us (see Exodus 3:6). To come into the presence of the living God means that we will be changed. Jesus never left someone the same but changed them and left them better off. As Christians today we have the same possibility to use the love of God to change people’s lives and leave them better off.

Question: What is the scariest time you have ever had?

Challenge: How have you shared the love of God this week?
Luke 9:35
 

Then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!"

 

God now speaks the words that were used at Jesus’ baptism (Luke 3:22). This is the message Jesus wanted to get through to the disciples, that Jesus is the Son of God. He is the Son even if he dies on the cross. It was hard to imagine the ruler of the universe dying but that was what was going to happen. What looked to be the weakest thing that could happen was really the strongest. For without the death, the Resurrection would have little punch. Long life was a sign of God‘s blessing but resurrection was a sign of God’s acting. Only God can give life

Question: What image would you use to define weakness? What image to define strength?

Challenge: How has Jesus changed your life?

 

Luke 9:36
 

When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and, in those days, told no one any of the things they had seen.

 

It seems odd to have Jesus tell the disciples to keep quiet, but this vision was just for them because they could now understand it. If someone heard what happened they would not believe it and think the teller was crazy. Jesus had to be sure that those who would be responsible to carry the message of His resurrection truly believed what they saw when it happened. Without this current vision they might not have believed the resurrection.

Question: Can you keep a secret? When is it best not to keep a secret?

Challenge: Think of your life in the faith, what helped you believe in the resurrection
Closing Hymn:  Majesty, Worship His Majesty
Benediction: 
Lord, just as your disciples were changed by their experiences on the mountain top and transformed into the image of Christ, may we be filled with hope, as we go from this place to transform the world 
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Terry Carlson (brother of Jan Johnson), Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

 Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland, Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), 
Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, Paula Desotelle, Dennis Wojahn, 
Natasha (Don Heeringa’s daughter in law) Michael Williamson- Roberta Dietrich (Joan’s sister)-- Kirby & June Anderson (twins in NICU), Mar Jean Buck
Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard

For Those Who Are in Mourning

Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s Gauger sister), Terry Carlson (brother of Jan Johnson), Carl Roehrdanz, (Clair Murphy’s brother)
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service
Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn-Ian Smith

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses- For all of those out of work-For those who are struggling-

For those who are working twice as hard

Thanks to you ALL!

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
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February MISSION OF THE MONTH: Easter Food Cards for Northern Door Children’s Center


Calvary and Zion are asking for food cards for Easter meals as the Mission of the Month in February.  The $25 gift cards from the Piggly Wiggly are primarily distributed through the Northern Door Children’s Center. Director Cindy Trinkner-Peot said that the cards are a wonderful, life-saving thing.  “Many of our children are from homes with a single parent who may be un- or under-employed. While $25 may not sound like a great deal to many people, with careful planning, it will go a long way – especially with the good sales the Pig has in the winter. I’ve had parents cry with gratitude when they receive a gift card.”





Contributions, marked Easter Food Offering, can be sent to Calvary UMC, P.O. Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212











