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Worship 
February 20, 2022 
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome:   
The Lord often comes to us in unexpected ways, but the Lord always comes. 

Hymn:  We Meet You, O Christ
Call to Worship
L. Friends, we know what God desires of us:

P. That we do justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with God.

L. We gather this morning to remind each other about that,

P. To remember that now is always the right time to do these things.

L. So with thanks in our hearts, let us worship God.

Hymn # 273 Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands
Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Ryan Dietrich 2/20, Peggy Pfister 2/23, Claire Murphy 2/26
Scripture:
 Luke 6:27-38
27 ‘But I say to you that listen, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

32 ‘If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful
37 ‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.’ 
Reflection: 
Do to others as you would have them do to you
The Golden Rule -do to other as you want them to do to you- is stated by Jesus at the beginning of a section on the behaviors appropriate to His new community and differentiates it from other communities. Jesus calls his followers to form a community the boundaries of which are porous and whose primary characteristic behavior is its refusal to treat others (especially those who hate you, exclude you, revile and defame you) as though they were enemies. Jesus places the base of this new community on his image of God as merciful Father. 

Jesus draws a sharp distinction between the kingdom of the world and the kingdom of God. The world would say only love those who love you, do good to those who have done good to you, lend only if you can get a good return, judge those as unworthy who have less than you, never forgive and always seek to get gain from your relationships. The marks of the new community are love (even enemies), do good, lend, do not judge, forgive and do all of these things without the thought of any gain. 

Jesus turns the world upside down in terms of relationships.  This extends to one’s relationship with God.  Jesus goes to people who are chained by customs, illness, or religious prejudice.  Jesus tells all who will hear that God is merciful and has come to us to release us from sin and death.  Out of gratitude for what God has done for us we ought to treat one another a sisters and brothers in Christ.

Further Study:
Matthew 5:13‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled underfoot.
In the Bible salt had different meaning and functions. It connoted loyalty and covenant; it was seasoning, used for purification and sign of relationship. Salt loses its saltiness not by some chemical miracle but by becoming impure. If it becomes mixed with other elements it loses its function and usefulness. The disciples (and all who call themselves Christian) are warned that they too will become useless if they deny their mission. God’s will, will be done, and if the ones God has first chosen do not act as God wants, then others will be found to serve God.

Question: Matthew uses the term “earth” instead of world. Do you think he means to say something different by using earth instead of world? 

Challenge: Look up the Bible references below and write down what salt was used for and what it meant.
Matthew 5:14 ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden.

 

The function of light is not to be seen but to allow other things to be seen clearly. We are not the ones to be seen but the ones to illuminate things around us so that what is real can be seen. Something made by people in the midst of a natural setting stands out from the surrounding area. An act of love can be seen and stands out in the midst of an environment of hate and death.

Question: Who is the ‘you’ Jesus is addressing?


Challenge: If you are in a community that has mostly man-made things notice the natural things around you. If you are surrounded by natural things notice the man-made things around, you. 


 

Matthew 5:15-16 

No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.
 

Jesus, by using the images of salt, light and city has made it clear that God is not the private possession of a few initiates. God’s Kingdom is open to all people and that message cannot be proclaimed if we hide our religion. The churches (and individual Christians) are not a secret society hiding our beliefs and shielding ourselves from the world, but a city set on a hill. Our life of faith is not hidden but open for all to see.

Question: Why would people who see our good works give glory to God?

Challenge: How would people know that you are a Christian? That you are a member of the Methodist church?
 

Matthew 5:17 

‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.
 

The purpose of the Law was to invoke faith, not replace it. The Law was not a charter of national privilege but a means but which the people of Israel could be the light to the gentiles and bring them to God. Jesus fulfilled the Law’s purpose by being obedient. By Jesus’ baptism, temptation, miracles, preaching and teaching, He took upon Himself Israel’s destiny and mission. In Jesus the new covenant was revealed and fulfilled.

Question: What is the purpose of our laws today?
Challenge: As you know them, to what degree do our church rules invoke faith?
 

Matthew 5:18 

For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.
 

Jesus became the light to the nations, the glory of Israel by dying for the sin of the world and rising again. Jesus demonstrated that sin had been dealt with on the cross. Jesus is the New Covenant, yet the New Covenant came from the same God who created life and who set in motion the plan of redemption. God had in mind a way to deal with sin - to punish it - by offering Himself as the punishment. The same God who could not allow sin to go unpunished was the only one who could punish it. Just as Adam and Eve were cast out of the Garden because of sin, so sin, by the obedience of Christ, is cast out from creation.

Question: Is it all accomplished?
Challenge: What are a few things that you believe God wants us to do until the kingdom comes completely?


 

Matthew 5:19-20 

Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

 

Jesus does not insist that the Law be done away with but that its place in the Christian faith be the proper place. It is still God speaking and so ought not to be ignored. Jesus fulfills the Law so that we don’t need to look for some other kind of fulfillment.  

Question: What do you think He means by our righteousness exceeding the Pharisees?
Challenge: What do you teach by the way you act in daily life?
Closing Hymn:  Blest Be The Tie That Binds
Benediction: Go in Peace and go in Love, and go in the knowledge that God goes with you even to the end of the Age
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
, Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

 Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland, 

Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), 
Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, Paula Desotelle, Dennis Wojahn, 
Natasha (Don Heeringa’s daughter in law) Michael Williamson- Roberta Dietrich (Joan’s sister)-- Kirby & June Anderson (twins in NICU), Carl Roehrdanz, Mar Jean Buck
Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard

For Those Who Are in Mourning

Terry Carlson (brother of Jan Johnson)
Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service
Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn-Ian Smith

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses- For all of those out of work-For those who are struggling-

For those who are working twice as hard

Thanks to you ALL!

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
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A Unison
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1. We meet you, O  Christ, in man - y a guise;
2. In mil - lions a - live, a - way and a - broad;
3. We  hear you, O man, in ag - 0 - ny cry;
4. You choose to be made at one with the earth;
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your im - age  we see in sim - ple and  wise.
in - volved in our life, you live down the road.
for free - dom you march, in ri - ots you die.

the dark of the grave  pre - peﬁes for your birth.
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You live in a pal - ace, ex - ist iIn a shack;
Im - pris-oned in sys - tems, you long to be  free;
Your face in  the pa - pers we read and we see.
Your death is your ris - ing, cre - a - tive your word;
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we see you, the gar - dener, a tree on your back.
we see you, Lord Je - sus, still bear -ing your tree.
The tree must be plant -ed by hu - man de - cree.
the tree springs to life and our hope is re - stored.
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WORDS: Fred Kaan, 1966 STANLEY BEACH
MIUISIC: Carl F. Schalk, 1987 10 10.11 11
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A Unison ‘
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1. Je - sus’ hands were kind hands, do - ing good to all,
let them work for  you;

2. Take my hands,Lord Je - sus,
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WORDS: Margaret Cropper, 1975
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heal -ing pain and sick - ness, bless -ing  chil -dren small,
make them strong and gen - tle, kind in all I do.
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wash-ing tir - ed feet, and sav -ing those who fall;
Let me watchyou, Je - sus, till I'm gen -tle too,
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Je - sus’ hands were kind hands, do -ing good to all.
till my hands are kind hands, quick to work for you.
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AU CLAIR DE LA LUNE

MUSIC: Old French melody; harm. by Carlton R. Young, 1988

Words © 1979 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. and Methodist Church Division of Education and Youth;
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Blest Be the Tie That Binds
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February MISSION OF THE MONTH: Easter Food Cards for Northern Door Children’s Center


Calvary and Zion are asking for food cards for Easter meals as the Mission of the Month in February.  The $25 gift cards from the Piggly Wiggly are primarily distributed through the Northern Door Children’s Center. Director Cindy Trinkner-Peot said that the cards are a wonderful, life-saving thing.  “Many of our children are from homes with a single parent who may be un- or under-employed. While $25 may not sound like a great deal to many people, with careful planning, it will go a long way – especially with the good sales the Pig has in the winter. I’ve had parents cry with gratitude when they receive a gift card.”





Contributions, marked Easter Food Offering, can be sent to Calvary UMC, P.O. Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212











