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Worship 
January 9, 2022 
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome:   
The Lord often comes to us in unexpected ways, but the Lord always comes. 

Hymn:   When Jesus Came to Jordan
Opening words

The voice of the Lord is over the waters, the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters.  The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
Hymn: We Meet You, O Christ
Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays Arlene Pfeiffer 1/11, Bill Rix 1/11
Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12
Message:  Wade In The Water
Matthew 3:11-12‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’

John’s baptism was a call for people to repent. Repentance is a change of mind along with a change in behavior. It means “turn around,” stop going in the direction you are going because that direction will end in your destruction. John’s baptism was a sign of the coming judgment. The one coming with “fire” brings the judgment itself. The judgment would purify the righteous and burn up the unrighteous. Here at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, John’s call is to the people to turn around and look for the kingdom that is in the other direction. Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand!

Question: Why does John believe he is not worthy to carry “His” sandals?

Challenge: Why do you think we use water in our baptism services

Matthew 3:13
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.

 

Jesus begins His public ministry by going to see John where he was baptizing at the Jordan River.  John will be the one to announce to the world that the Savior has come to call all humanity to Him.  It is fitting that Jesus began His ministry where John was baptizing. John had been telling people that the time had come for them to repent so that they might “see” the messiah. John baptized in the Jordan near the place where the people of Israel crossed the Jordan centuries ago to take possession of the Promised Land. They had to go through the Jordan to reach the Promised Land and John is calling them back to the Jordan so that they can once again go to the Promised Land.  

Question: How old do you think Jesus was when he was baptized?

Challenge: In the United Methodist Church we baptize in one of three ways: sprinkling (a small amount of water), pouring (a larger amount poured on the head), and immersion (the whole person going under the water). If you were being baptized which one would you want and why?

 

Matthew 3:14

John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?

 

John recognizes that Jesus does not need to repent and does not need to go into the water. John 

sees before anyone else that Jesus comes from God. John’s question allows Jesus to state that He is obedient to God’s will.

Question: Do you think that Jesus ever baptized anyone? Why or why not?

Challenge: Think back on a baptism service you have been to - what was the most 
meaningful part?

 

Matthew 3:15


But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he consented.

 

Righteous here means doing the revealed will of God. Fulfill means to simply perform. Both John and Jesus are linked in carrying out God’s plan of salvation for the world. God’s plan includes the baptism of Jesus. The Gospel does not get into what was the motive behind the act or what was on the mind of either participant. The key is that they carry out God’s commands and that they are obedient to God’s commands. In the Gospels, as important as the people involved are (and we do not get much more important than Jesus), all their actions point to their obedience to God’s commands. The Creator, not the creature, is important.

Question: How do you feel about the concept of obedience?

Challenge: How do you see yourself being obedient to God’s will?
  Matthew 3:16
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.

 

The image of the dove is found at some critical moments in the Bible. At creation the Spirit of God went across the chaotic waters (Genesis 1:2). The dove flew out from the ark across the dangerous water (Genesis 8:8) and brought back an olive branch. In both of these events the dove is a sign of the new creation. The appearance of the dove in the midst of chaos is the sign that God is creating order out of chaos. The appearance of the dove in Matthew is the sign that the new kingdom has come. Out of the chaos of the world a new creation is emerging.

Question: Why a dove?

Challenge: When do you think of water as soothing, dangerous, and comforting?

 

Matthew 3:17

 

And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved with whom I am well pleased.’

 

The term “Beloved” is used in Isaiah 42:1 (in Isaiah it is translated servant). Matthew has now completed his introduction of Jesus. He has shown his lineage and divine birth in chapters 1 and 2, now he shows the complete picture of Jesus as the Son of God and the suffering servant. Jesus’ baptism is a matter of obedience and receiving of the Spirit. It is the same with our baptism. Jesus was declared Son of God when he was baptized. Christians are declared to be God’s children in the act of baptism.

Question: Why was God pleased with Jesus?

Challenge: Do you feel a sense of calling by your baptism? And called to do what?
Closing Hymn:  Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters
Benediction:
 Reassure us, that we are your beloved people. Defend us against all evil and temptation. Give us grace to bear faithful witness to you. Endue us with love, keep us constant in prayer, empower us for the service of love. 
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Terry Carlson (brother of Jan Johnson), Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland, 
Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)

Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, 
Paula Desotelle, Paul Peterson, Cyndi & Rick Matzick, Dennis Wojahn, Natasha (Don Heeringa’s daughter in law), 
Michael Williamson

Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard

For Those Who Are in Mourning
For the family of Shirley McMullen

For the family of Akiko Ikeda
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service
Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn-Ian Smith

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

For all who own businesses- For all of those out of work-For those who are struggling-

For those who are working twice as hard-For all the Students, Teachers, Staff and Administrators of our Schools

Thanks to you ALL!

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
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JANUARY MISSION OF THE MONTH:


ASSISTANCE FOR COVID-19 VICTIMS





Because Covid victims often experience financial difficulties in addition to their illness, the Mission of the Month for January will benefit local agencies that help to meet these needs. Calvary and Zion are asking for donations that will go to agencies such as Northern Door Children’s Center, Koinonia Kupboard, the Door County Community Foundation, Help of Door County and We Are Hope (Door County Job Center). When Covid victims lose time at work – or perhaps lose their jobs – they may need help with rent, utilities, gas and food. Women and children who are victims of domestic violence might usually seek safety with family or friends – something not always possible during the pandemic. In emergencies, agencies need to pay for motel rooms. This unfortunately still continues to be of great need in our area.





Contributions, marked Assistance for COVID-19 Victims, can be sent to Calvary UMC, P.O. Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212.











