[image: image1.wmf] 

Worship 
January 23, 2022 
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome:   
The Lord often comes to us in unexpected ways, but the Lord always comes. 

Hymn: We Have Come at Christs own Bidding
Call to Worship
L.  With eyes to see,

P.  And ears to hear,

L.  With lips to sing,

P.  And hands to help:

All.  Let us worship God with the fullness of our being.

Hymn:  When Jesus the Healer Passed Through Galilee
Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Carol Beasang 1/23, Sue Dietrich 1/26, Maggie Moroney 1/28, Sueann Moroney 1/29 
Scripture:

Luke 4:21-30
21Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’ 23He said to them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, “Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, “Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.”’ 24And he said, ‘Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up for three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.’ 28When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way. 

Reflection:   A Simple Message was Not well Received
In Matthew 20 there is a parable about a landowner who hired some men to work his vineyard. After agreeing on a price, the workers went to work. The Landowner came at noon and saw some men sitting around so he hired them and told them he would pay what was right. Late in the afternoon the landowner finds some more men not working and hires them. At evening, the workers line up for their pay. The ones first hired were angry because all received the same pay no matter when they started work. The landowner told the first hired not to be envious because the landowner was generous. Matthew 2:1-16 

That parable demonstrates why the people in the Synagogue at Nazareth wanted to stone Jesus after He preached  from the Isaiah passage 

 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
   because he has anointed me
     to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
   and recovery of sight to the blind,
     to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’
Many have interpreted the crowd’s anger as coming from Jesus proclaiming Himself the Messiah. However, Jesus’s application and examples of Isaiah’s passage make me wonder if they objected to His hinting that the message of Isaiah was for the world and not just for the people of Israel. Both examples of God’s grace that Jesus used were for “outsiders.” Jesus refused to exclude people simply because they were not of Jewish lineage. 

The people at the synagogue wanted to fit Jesus into their idea of who a prophet should be, but Jesus would not be restricted by the assumptions of others. When they came to understand the nature of Jesus’s mission, he becomes unacceptable to them. They respond to the message of God’s love being available to the entire world by becoming angry. Their anger (religious anger) causes them to try and kill Jesus. 

Just as God had Jesus walk through the crowd safely so too will God’s message of salvation go to the entire world. God’s plan of redemption will go forward.

Further Study

Luke 4:20
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.
In the synagogue people sat along the sides with the middle of the floor open. The speaker would sit at the front on a special chair. “All eyes were on him” meant they were expecting something important to happen. There was a moment when Jesus could take a breath and utter a short prayer before speaking. All eyes are still on Jesus and expecting a word of hope. When we are the ones, people are looking at for a word of hope we need to take a moment, say a prayer, and speak. 
Question: If someone asked you why you are a believer, what would you say? 
Challenge: Ask 3-4 other people why they are a Christian?
Luke 4:21 

 

Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

 

The word of hope Jesus gave was twofold: first, it was a statement of fact and second, it was an invitation to follow Him. The statement of fact could only be known by following Jesus. Today we who are blind can see, we who are slaves are free, we who are afflicted find good news, and we who are captive are released. But we will not know all of this until we follow Jesus. 

Question: Think about the things you know to be true. How do you know they are true?

Challenge: How would you convince someone you loved them?

Luke 4:22

 

All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, "Is not this Joseph's son?"

 

The response of the crowd is what one could expect. Some were amazed at his message. Some wondered how the boy they saw grow up could say such things. Instead of listening to Jesus’ words, they heard what they expected to hear. Many groups in the first century and ever since wanted to use Jesus to verify their view of God and correct living. Jesus will not be used by anybody. To listen to Jesus, we need to put aside our expectations and be open to what God has to say.  

Question: How do you think God has spoken to you?

Challenge: Think about what you believe about God and Jesus. Think about the source 
of those beliefs. Ask yourself are my beliefs true or convenient? 

 

Luke 4:23

 

He said to them, "Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!' And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’”

 

The people in Nazareth wanted Jesus to do the wonders in their town that He did around Capernaum. The people may not have accepted Jesus’ message that He was the fulfillment of the promise, but they did want to see and experience the miracles he did. They thought that because He was from their town, they should have the first rights to His services.
Question: When was the first time you knew that God was real?

Challenge: Think of what the benefits of being a Christian are.

 

Luke 4:24

 

And he said, "Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet's hometown.
 

 What angered the people of Nazareth was Jesus telling them that He was for the whole world, not for just one town or country. He told them that God’s salvation is for all people. In an odd way, His hometown felt rejected by Jesus because he included everybody else. They were so angry at Him that they wanted to throw Him off the hillside. 

Question: When was a time you were angry at God? Why?

Challenge: Look at a map of the world and pray for each region that they might experience the Love of God and them go to our community and pray the same thing.

Luke 4:29
They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 

 

Jesus’ experience of preaching in His hometown was not as successful as it was in other parts of the countryside. Only part of the problem was that He grew up there. Most of the problem came because the people were not expecting God but were expecting their image of God or who they thought God should be.  

Question: What are five words that describe God?

Challenge: Ask some of your friends what words come to their minds when they think of God.
 Closing Hymn:  Every Time I Feel the Spirit
Benediction: The Spirit of the Lord is upon us, because God has anointed us
---to bring good news to the poor. 
---to proclaim release to the captives
---the recovery of sight to the blind, 
---to let the oppressed go free,  
---to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Terry Carlson (brother of Jan Johnson), Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland, 
Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)

Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, 
Paula Desotelle, Dennis Wojahn, Natasha (Don Heeringa’s daughter in law)

 Michael Williamson, Roberta Dietrich (Joan’s sister)
Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service
Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn-Ian Smith

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

For all who own businesses- For all of those out of work-For those who are struggling-

For those who are working twice as hard-For all the Students, Teachers, Staff and Administrators of our Schools

Thanks to you ALL!

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support
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When Jesus the Healer
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The twelve were commissioned
and sent out in twos,

Heal us, heal us today!

to make the sick whole and to spread
the good news.

Heal us, *Lord Jesus!

*or "O Jesus!” 1 or “Then Christ"

7 There's still so much sickness and
suffering today.
Heal us, heal us today!
We gather together for healing
and pray:
Heal us, *Lord Jesus!

Words: Peter D. Smith 1978
Music: Peter D. Smith 1978, 1979

HEALER
116415

Words © 1975 Stainer s Bll Ld Masic © 197, 1979 Staner & Bel L. and Metbodist Church (UL K.) Divisin of dcation and Youth.

Used by penision of Hope Pablishing Conpany.



Thanks to you ALL!
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Every Time | Feel the Spirit
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Like many African American spirituals, this one mixes the language of biblical narrative with veiled but
effective allusions to the hope of escape from slavery, either by crossing rivers into free states or by
participating in organized efforts like the Underground Railroad.
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TEXT. Afrcan American spirtual
MUSIC: Afrcan American spirtual a. Joseph T. Jones, 20th cent ; adapt. Melva Wikon Costen, 1989
Music Adapr. © 1990 Melva Wilson Costen






JANUARY MISSION OF THE MONTH:


ASSISTANCE FOR COVID-19 VICTIMS





Because Covid victims often experience financial difficulties in addition to their illness, the Mission of the Month for January will benefit local agencies that help to meet these needs. Calvary and Zion are asking for donations that will go to agencies such as Northern Door Children’s Center, Koinonia Kupboard, the Door County Community Foundation, Help of Door County and We Are Hope (Door County Job Center). When Covid victims lose time at work – or perhaps lose their jobs – they may need help with rent, utilities, gas and food. Women and children who are victims of domestic violence might usually seek safety with family or friends – something not always possible during the pandemic. In emergencies, agencies need to pay for motel rooms. This unfortunately still continues to be of great need in our area.





Contributions, marked Assistance for COVID-19 Victims, can be sent to Calvary UMC, P.O. Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212.











