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Sir, we would see Jesus. John 12:2
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HIS LIFE AND MINISTRY



Epiphany 
January 2, 2022 
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches

Welcome:   The Lord often comes to us in unexpected ways, but the Lord always comes. Come Lord Jesus come. 

Hymn  We Three Kings
PRAYER (Unison)

Loving God, you have spared us to see the beginning of another year. We thank you for bringing us through the storms of last year. We thank you for the hope you offer us as we face the days ahead. We trust in your love and mercy to carry us through. Whether we are able to stand among your children this time next year is totally in your hands. Your love and mercy will always sustain our lives. Today, we give you thanks and praise as we remember the past and face the future. Give us new eyes to see and new hearts to listen and obey. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen
Hymn:  We Would See Jesus
Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Bob Bricker 1/4, Dottie Mirkes-Lopez 1/6
Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12
Message:  From Dark ‘Til Dawn
Isaiah 60:1

"Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.

 

With each new dawn we have new possibilities. The night is not a fearsome thing on its own, it is because things at night look different than in daytime that we find the night menacing. Darkness always represents chaos and uncertainty. We feel safer when we can see what is going on. In Isaiah’s time there were no streetlights. The only illumination at night came from the moon and stars. Dawn is a sign that God has not forgotten His people and has given us a new day. God created light so that when we see light, we automatically feel closer to God.

Question: Do you find more inspiration from a sunrise or sunset?

Challenge: Try to see one or more sunrises this week and greet the new day with a prayer of thanksgiving.


Isaiah 60:2

See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you.

 

When the nations were in darkness the Lord chose the people of Israel to shine as a light to the nations. Isaiah is encouraging the exiles to go back to their homeland. Isaiah is telling them that God has not abandoned them but rather chastised them for past sins. God may be angry for a moment, but His love lasts forever (Jeremiah 31:2-4). If they go back to their land and live as faithful people, then they will be the light of God to the nations

Question: If the author is not talking about physical darkness as in nighttime, what is he talking about?

Challenge: Think about why the sunrise is like God’s glory shinning on you.

Isaiah 60:3

Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

All of the various nations of the world will be drawn to Jerusalem because it will shine so brightly that people will want to see the light. When the wise men saw the star, they went first to Jerusalem. Jerusalem is to be 

a city where God’s mercy can be experienced, where Gods law is followed cheerfully, and where God’s presence can be felt by all who live there. Jerusalem, and by extension all of the people of Israel were to 

be a sign of hope to the world - a sign that God will redeem all of creation from the pain and fear of death.

Question: Do you think Jerusalem has lived up to what God wanted?


Challenge: Think about a time when you felt the presence of God. What was taking place, and can you reproduce that experience?
 

Isaiah 60:4

"Lift up your eyes and look about you:  All assemble and come to you; your sons come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the arm.

 

The sons and daughters are the children of those who were taken into captivity.  Isaiah says that Jerusalem will be once again a place where others find inspiration and hope. Jerusalem is more than a physical city; it is a sign of hope. It is a place where peace, justice and mercy are found. The concepts of justice and peace are fine ideas but without a physical manifestation they do not, on their own have the power to instill hope. 
Question: Do you think the author is speaking figuratively or is this something he is seeing? Why?

Challenge: What would for you be a physical manifestation of hope?

 

Isaiah 60:5
Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the nations will come.

 

During Solomon’s time Jerusalem (even though it was in the hills and inland) was a big trading city. A lot of wealth flowed in and out of the city. Trade is different than tribute. Tribute is brought to appease a ruler or in fear of a powerful ruler. Tribute is designed not only to enrich the one receiving it, but to keep the giver in a state of poverty. Trade implies that two parties each receive what the other needs without one impoverishing the other. When the worship at the Temple became more giving tribute, God withdrew his protection for the nation. Nations will once again come to Jerusalem when it uses the wealth it receives for God’s work. The same is true in the 21st century. If we use our wealth for selfish reasons and not for God’s work, our wealth will pass away.

Question: Why do you think the Bible asks that we give 10% of our wealth to God’s work?

Challenge: You may spend a lot less on yourself than you think. Go ahead and see how much you spend on yourself in a week.


 

Isaiah 60:6

 

Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah. And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.

 

Wealth will come to a people to the degree that they will acknowledge God as the giver of all things and use what God has given them as God would have them use it. In the New Testament, Jesus (in the Parable of the Talents, Matthew 25:14-30) tells us that God’s wealth will be given to those who will use it, not to those who will horde it. In another place (Mark 8:36) Jesus said what shall it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses his own soul. God will provide us with the wealth we need in both money and ideas if we will use it for God’ purposes.

Question: Where else have you heard in the Bible of gold and incense being brought as a gift?


Challenge: How well are using the wealth that God has given you in money and time and talent?

 
Closing Hymn:  Go Tell It on the Mountain
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Benediction: 
The light of God has come into our world to proclaim God’s justice and love; it has overcome the darkness and brought new life.
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Terry Carlson (brother of Jan Johnson), Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

Akiko Ikeda, Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland, Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)

Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, 

Paula Desotelle, Paul Peterson, Cyndi & Rick Matzick, Dennis Wojahn, Natasha (Don Heeringa’s daughter in law) Michael Williamson

Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard

For Those Who Are in Mourning

Judie and Roy Gauger on the death of Justin Strava (Judie’s Grandson),

Alice Shepherd on the death of Rev. William Shepherd

Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service
Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn-Ian Smith

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
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JANUARY MISSION OF THE MONTH:


ASSISTANCE FOR COVID-19 VICTIMS


 Because Covid victims often experience financial difficulties in addition to their illness, the Mission of the Month for January will benefit local agencies that help to meet these needs. Calvary and Zion are asking for donations that will go to agencies such as Northern Door Children’s Center, Koinonia Kupboard, the Door County Community Foundation, Help of Door County and We Are Hope (Door County Job Center). When Covid victims lose time at work – or perhaps lose their jobs – they may need help with rent, utilities, gas and food. Women and children who are victims of domestic violence might usually seek safety with family or friends – something not always possible during the pandemic. In emergencies, agencies need to pay for motel rooms. This unfortunately still continues to be of great need in our area.





Contributions, marked Assistance for COVID-19 Victims, can be sent to Calvary UMC, P.O. Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212.











