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December 5, 2021-Second Sunday in Advent
                       Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Hymn Lift up your Heads
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Call to Worship
L: O come, O come, Immanuel,
P: And be light for our darkness.
L: We come from a world of darkness
P. Into Christ’s world of light.
L: We come from a world of weariness
P: Into God’s strength and hope.
L: We come from a slumbering world.
P: Strengthened by the Spirit, we come to awaken our souls and watch for the coming of Christ.

Hymn Thou Didst Leave thy throne

Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: 

What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Bill Bertschinger 12/7, Apollo Lewis 12/9
Scripture Reading:  Luke 2:7, Romans 12:13, Hebrews 13:1-2
Luke 2:7
7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

Romans 12:13, 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
Hebrews 13:1-2. Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 

Message:  The Innkeeper
This person is not mentioned in the Bible, and we are not sure of the exact location that Jesus was born. Luke is more concerned for us to know that Jesus was born in a humble location and swaddled just like any other newborn might be swaddled.  Luke wants us to know that the real king of the world was placed in a manger (a feed trough for animals) instead of a golden cradle.

The innkeeper was owner of a house that took in travelers. I wondered what would make a person deny shelter and food to a woman about to give birth until I found an old story about the innkeeper. In this story the innkeeper was not a bad person but was responding to the fear of not having enough for his family

Hiram and his wife Martha lived in Bethlehem and rented out rooms to travelers in their home. The Roman emperor had made a law demanding that a census be taken of the empire. This census caused the small town of Bethlehem to attract a lot of travelers and many of those arrived without much money to pay for housing or food. Hiram and Martha had given away most of their income to feed had house these travelers. They were at the end of their resources when a couple came looking for a safe and warm place to have their baby. Hiram at his wits end, said no more room at this inn. When his wife asked him to reconsider, he refused and walked away into the back of the house. 

Talking to himself he fell asleep and, in his dream state a voice came to him reminding him of a promise he made years ago when he was in the Roman Legion auxiliaries.  He was in the last battle between Octavian and Mark Anthony in Greece. He was in charge of a century that was cut off from the main body and forced to set a defensive perimeter around the top of a hill.  They had to stay there for 7 days before help came. During that time, they were under constant attack by arrows and probes in their lines. Each night they would be on watch for any attack.  Night after night they worried and each day more were hurt by the constant arrows shot their way.  It was on the second to the last night when Hiram believed that he would be killed that he promised the gods that if he survived, he would never be too stubborn or selfish.  He would live his life giving instead of taking. As the night turned to morning less than half his century was still able to stand. He believed this day would bring the end of his men and himself. When it was fully dawn the sound of the rest of their Cohort coming toward them cause tears to flow in relief and Hiram confirming his commitment to be a giving person because of what he was given-his life.

Hiram awoke suddenly and ran to the front of the house and asked his wife where the couple had gone. Fortunately, they had just gone to the Town Well, a short distance away. When he had them come back to the house, he said that he would clean out the area they kept their animals and prepare some new straw and find something warm to lay the baby in if it was born soon.  Hiram said they could stay as long they needed to stay. 
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In Luke God speaks to Mary, Joseph, and the Shepherds, so why would God not speak to an innkeeper. God speaks through words, signs, events, other people, and past experiences. Our prayer is to have God help us to see and hear what God is saying to us today.

Closing Hymn I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
Holy Land Benediction
May the Babe of Bethlehem give you peace
     May the Child of Nazareth give you joy
May the Man of Galilee give you strength         May the Christ of Calvary give you courage
The Resurrected Christ hope and                       The Ascended Christ a foretaste of His Glory
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Terry Carlson (brother of Jan Johnson), Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister
Akiko Ikeda, Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland, Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, Paula Desotelle, 

Paul Peterson, Cyndi & Rick Matzick, Dennis Wojahn, Natasha (Don Heeringa’s daughter in law)
 Michael Williamson

Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard
For Those Who Are in Mourning
 
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn-Ian Smith
Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses- For all of those out of work-For those who are struggling-
For those who are working twice as hard-For all the Students, Teachers, Staff and Administrators of our Schools

Thanks to you ALL!
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DECEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH:


DOOR COUNTY VETERANS





The Mission of the Month for December will benefit the Door County Veterans Service Council, a local non-profit 501(c) that shares information with nine other veterans’ organizations in the county and assists veterans in need by providing help with food, rent, utilities, gas cards and transportation to medical and other appointments.





Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this local mission effort.











