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December 19, 2021-Fourth Sunday in Advent
                       Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Hymn the People Look East
Call to Worship:
L. This is God’s day, and we are invited to be a part of it.

P. This is God’s invitation: to come and see what God is doing in the world.

L. This is what God is doing: bringing good news to the poor,

L. And proclaiming release to the captives,

P. Recovering sight for those who are blind

L. And letting the oppressed go free.

P:. Let us join in and let us worship God.

Hymn Star Child  

Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: 

What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Jessica Kiehnau 12/20, Kayley Joy Hansen 12/20, Staci Noelle Reinhard 12/20, Carla Johnson 12/21, Michaela Desotelle 12/22, Bob Lang 12/23
Scripture Reading:  Matthew 2:1-9
The Visit of the Wise Men
2In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising and have come to pay him homage.’ 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

Hymn T’ Was in the Moon of Wintertime
Message:  A Little Girl Who Saw the Birth First
The star had guided the Magi to the town of Bethlehem, but they still had to find the exact place of the birth. Mary & Joseph were not from Bethlehem, so no one knew where they were living. There is a little-known story about how the Wise Men found the place Jesus was born.

There was once a little girl who lived with her family at the edge of Bethlehem. Her parents owned a small rooming house at the edge of town. She was a delightful child, but she had some trouble with her speech. She would not be able to fully connect her thoughts with her speech, especially when she was excited. Her parents taught her the basics of their Jewish faith and farm life. They taught her that God exists, and God created the world and that only God could do miracles. 

One night the little girl saw two people going into their stable. She was curious and waited until her parents had gone to sleep to sneak out and see what the people were doing in their stable. She walked to the door and very carefully opened the door and peeked in. Just as she did, she saw Mary giving birth to Jesus. She said to herself, “A Miracle! I Have seen a miracle”! She knew that God must have made this happen because only God could do miracles.

She was so excited by what she saw that she ran into the village to tell someone. A few women were gathered at the village well talking to each other when they heard a small voice from down the road saying, “God made birth a miracle”! The women tried to get the girl to explain further but she was so excited she just kept saying “God made a miracle-the birth.” The villagers knew she was “slow,” so they just smiled and went back to filling their buckets with water. 

The girl heard voices from the inn, so she ran there and went inside. She started saying “God made a miracle in my stable-the birth”! As she kept repeating the same thing the men in the  inn just laughed. Someone said the idiot girl has seen a miracle “where is this miracle,” they asked, she said “in my stable God in my stable”. Her words made no sense to the men in the inn. One said “God the king of the universe, mighty in power in your stable and they all laughed. She asked the men “well don’t you want to see”? They laughed again saying “are you kidding leave this warm inn, good food and drink to go into the night to see your stable”?

From the back of the inn someone said “we will go with you” everyone looked at the table where the strange men sat. One spoke and said to his friends” we have searched every house to find the one we are to give the gifts to. Who knows maybe this little girl can help us”? They did not fully understand what the girl was saying but they were willing to follow her because she gave them hope.

What we need to learn about the story of Jesus’ birth is that God will speak to us in ways that are many times unusual. 


Closing Hymn Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
Holy Land Benediction
May the Babe of Bethlehem give you peace
     May the Child of Nazareth give you joy
May the Man of Galilee give you strength         May the Christ of Calvary give you courage
The Resurrected Christ hope and                       The Ascended Christ a foretaste of His Glory
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Terry Carlson (brother of Jan Johnson), Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister
Akiko Ikeda, Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland, Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, Paula Desotelle, 

Paul Peterson, Cyndi & Rick Matzick, Dennis Wojahn, Natasha (Don Heeringa’s daughter in law), Michael Williamson,Justin Strava and Kristina, Jonathan & Jameson Pennington (Judie’s grandchildren)

Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard
For Those Who Are in Mourning
Families of those killed in the Waukesha Christmas Parade The Families of those killed in the Waukesha Christmas Parade
Tony Abts family, at the death of his Mother

For all who lost family, friends, and property because of the Tornados 

Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn-Ian Smith
Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses- For all of those out of work-For those who are struggling-
For those who are working twice as hard-For all the Students, Teachers, Staff and Administrators of our Schools

Thanks to you ALL!
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WORDS: Jean de Brebeuf, ca. 1643; trans. by Jesse Edgar Middleton, 1926
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DECEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH:


DOOR COUNTY VETERANS





The Mission of the Month for December will benefit the Door County Veterans Service Council, a local non-profit 501(c) that shares information with nine other veterans’ organizations in the county and assists veterans in need by providing help with food, rent, utilities, gas cards and transportation to medical and other appointments.





Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this local mission effort.











