[image: image1.wmf] 

 Worship  
November 7, 2021-All Saints Sunday
                       Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Hymn Rejoice in God’s Saints
LITANY OF THE SAINTS 

L. I looked over Jordan, that river we all will eventually cross…..

P.  O Lord, what a vision.

L. I could see the saints singing and dancing. I saw grandpa fishing in Crystal Sea, I heard grandma humming in the kitchen….

P.  O Lord, what a vision.

L. There were countless others, faithful disciples, gathered worshiping…That old man who sang solos in the choir, that young man whose life was cut short in that accident…

P. O Lord, what a vision.

L. But the most amazing thing I saw as I looked over Jordan…. Was the man standing in the shallows, smiling, saying “Welcome Home”

ROLL OF THE HONORED DEAD

Zion:         Margaret Jeanne Desotelle 
                  Born into Eternal Life: February 20, 2021

Calvary:    Bob Koehler--Born into Eternal Life January 15, 2021
Peter Bush --Born into Eternal Life March 19,2021
Hymn   For All the Saints vs. 1,4,5,6

Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: 

What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Justin Pfister 11/8
Scripture Reading:   I John 3:1-3, Revelation 7:9-17
I John 3:1-3
31See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
Revelation 7:9-17
The Multitude from Every Nation

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 12singing,‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’ 

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?’ 14I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ 

Message:  The Song We Sing
Revelation 7:9-10  

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’

 

In the preceding verses (7:1-8) the number of those sealed represents not a literal number but represents completeness. Verse 9 then completes the vision as John looks and sees the complete number of those sealed. John is seeing all those in the family of God and the number is so large that he cannot even see or count all of them, but he knows they stand around the throne of God giving thanks to God for salvation. It is interesting to note that John begins his list of peoples rejoicing with “nation” – which is the broadest term in the list - and goes to language - which is the narrowest.

Question: What does the term Lamb refer to?

Challenge: Do you find this image of heaven helpful? Why or why not?

Revelation 7:11-12
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 12 singing, ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.’

 

In the verse above the people around the throne are waving palm branches. This is a reference to Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem where the people waved palm branches to hail Him king and messiah. In this scene the heavenly beings are standing around & encircling the “great multitude.” They fall down on their faces and join with the others around the throne in worship. When we worship today, we worship with all the heavenly beings and those who have gone before, as we gather in Jesus’ name to praise God. When we have an attitude that worship is not necessary then we give up the chance to worship with all those who have gone before. 

Question: Why do you think they fell on their faces?

Challenge: Make a commitment to be at all the Advent services. 

 

Revelation 7:13
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?’

 

It is a rhetorical question because John is not expected to know the answer. John has been brought to this heavenly scene to understand why the church is suffering and the difference between tribulation and God’s judgment.

Question: Why white and why robes? 
Challenge: In what ways does the modern church experience suffering in this country?  

Revelation 7:14 

I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

 

The churches that John is writing to have been under persecution and they naturally wonder if this persecution means that God is not pleased with them. John sees that the Christians, even though they are in Christ, are not protected from the suffering they are experiencing. However, the suffering does not mean they will suffer the judgment of God. The reason the churches are suffering is because they are sealed and have a place in God’s house.

Question: If blood makes something red, not white - what can the term white and blood mean?

Challenge: When you have experienced suffering do you think that God is displeased with you?

 

Revelation 7:15-16 

For this reason, they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, or any scorching heat.
 

John describes not just those who have been martyred in his time but sees all future Christians who have completed their course in faith. God protects them from every physical need by taking away the reason for hunger, thirst and shelter.

Question: What do you think the temple mentioned above looks like?

Challenge: If you are sheltered from the things in verse 16 (hunger, thirst, sun and heat), what does the shelter look like?

 

Revelation 7:17 

for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’

 

Finally, God protects them from all the fears that have bothered them and caused them to weep. We are secure in Christ even when we have times that are beset by troubles. Jesus our shepherd will lead us to clean, fulfilling water and eliminate any reason for crying. Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

Question: In what gospel is the term “living water used”?

Challenge: Read the Psalm below by adding the first phrase - the Lord is my shepherd - after each punctuation mark before the next phrase. At verse 4 add - because the Lord is my shepherd- before each new phrase. Do that until you believe the Lord will lead you to living water.

Psalm 23
 Response to the Word: Who were (are) the saints in your life?
Closing Hymn:  I Sing a Song of the Saints of God, 

Benediction: 
Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way, the Lord be with you at all times
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Terry Carlson (brother of Jan Johnson), Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister
Akiko Ikeda, Ralph & Georgeen Taylor Mark Rieland, Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, Paula Desotelle, 

Paul Peterson, Cyndi & Rick Matzick, Dennis Wojahn, 
Natasha (Don Heeringa’s Daughter in Law)
Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard
For Those Who Are in Mourning
Mary Fran Walters
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn-Ian Smith
Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses- For all of those out of work-For those who are struggling-
For those who are working twice as hard-For all the Students, Teachers, Staff and Administrators of our Schools

Thanks to you ALL!
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NOVEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH:


HELP OF DOOR COUNTY





The Mission of the Month for November will benefit Help of Door County, an agency that provides services and programs to victims of domestic abuse in the county. It works to improve the well-being and dignity of individuals, families, and intimate relationships by supporting and enhancing their strengths to reduce the incidence of violence and conflict within their relationships. HELP does not provide counseling, but its staff listens without judgment, supports without blaming and empowers victims through advocacy and information. Due to the generosity of our community, all victim services are free and confidential.





Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this local mission effort.











