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 November 28, 2021
First Sunday In Advent
                       Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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Hymn  O Come, O Come Emmanuel
L: O come, O come, Immanuel,
P: And be light for our darkness.
L: We come from a world of darkness
P. Into Christ’s world of light.
L: We come from a world of weariness
P: Into God’s strength and hope.
L: We come from a slumbering world.
P: Strengthened by the Spirit, we come to awaken our souls and watch for the coming of Christ.
Hymn  Hail to the Lords Anointed

Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
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Offertory: 

Birthdays:  Alice Shepherd 11/21, Joann Richter 11/27
Scripture Reading:  Micah 4.2-5
The messages this Advent will be about people who were at the birth of Jesus but were not mentioned in the Bible. Each person is not in the bible, but their story comes from an ancient source.
Message:  The Street Sweeper Who Went Home to Be Counted
When the law demanding that all the empire should be taxed, Habib, one of the Street Sweepers in Tiberius, waited to be counted. To his surprise and anger his boss told him he had to go to Bethlehem to be counted. Habib was surprised to find out his great, great, grandfather came to Tiberius from Bethlehem, because he was tired of making bread! Habib did not have time to go to Bethlehem as he was hoping to get the job of sweeping streets in Jerusalem, and he was in the final cut. 

On the way to Bethlehem, he stops in Jerusalem, to see his cousins. While there he decides to see if he can pick up a few hours work as he had three days to arrive for the count in Bethlehem.

He was cleaning around the Temple when he heard a commotion and saw a group of odd-looking men going to the palace to see the King. He felt sorry for them because He heard that Herod has been in a very bad mood. One does not want to see the King in a bad mood. He had some of his own family killed in fear of losing his hold on power. The talk on the street is that he would do anything to stay in power, even kill children.

I left the city and headed toward Bethlehem. I passed a lot of people going south on the road to Bethlehem. One group caught my attention because they were traveling with a woman who was pregnant and looked like she soon would give birth. Her husband was walking beside her and at least she was riding a donkey. They came from up north from the town of Nazareth which is 60 miles north of Jerusalem. I stayed with the group overnight and talked to the couple. They both had an interesting account of how they got together. She said that God had told her she was going to have a child from God and that God told her not to be afraid. I thought all mothers felt that their child came from God but the way she said it sounded different. Her husband said God told him to marry this woman, be the child’s father and to be not afraid. I thought it was interesting the way he said, “be the child’s father”, of course he is the child’s father. I said good night and goodbye as I had to get on my way first thing in the morning. I would sure like to see how things turn out for those two, maybe I could see them in Jerusalem if I get the job there.

As I walked, I thought about the couple I ran into and thought that they must be very religious up north because they said God talked to them and told them too not be afraid. Nobody where I came from ever talked to God, because God does not talk to ordinary people like my friends and me. I wish God would do something to give us a sign of hope. With these Romans around, the King so corrupt and the priests no better we need a sign from God that there is hope for a fulfilling life. 

As I got closer to the village, I met another traveler leaving and told me of an inn at the edge of town that might have a room and if I hurry maybe I could get the last one. I sure hope that couple find a warm place to have their child.

As I approached the village I stopped to wonder if maybe God had spoken to me, but I could not or would not listen? No God only talks to the priests and kings. I think I will ask those shepherds where the inn is located. 

Response to the Word: Give your gifts this year because God gave us a gift-The Birth
Closing Hymn:  O Day of God, Draw Nigh Vs. 1,2,5

Holy Land Benediction
May the Babe of Bethlehem give you peace      May the Child of Nazareth give you joy

May the Man of Galilee give you strength         May the Christ of Calvary give you courage

The Resurrected Christ hope and                      The Ascended Christ a foretaste of His Glory
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MUSIC:  Genevan Psalter, 1551; arr. by William Crotch, 1836
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Terry Carlson (brother of Jan Johnson), Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister
Akiko Ikeda, Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland, Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, Paula Desotelle, 

Paul Peterson, Cyndi & Rick Matzick, Dennis Wojahn, Natasha (Don Heeringa’s daughter in law)
 Michael Williamson

Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard
For Those Who Are in Mourning
 Ted & Louiza Reinhard (Michelle’s son & daughter in law)
Family of Dottie Pohlman 
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn-Ian Smith
Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses- For all of those out of work-For those who are struggling-
For those who are working twice as hard-For all the Students, Teachers, Staff and Administrators of our Schools

Thanks to you ALL!
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NOVEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH:


HELP OF DOOR COUNTY





The Mission of the Month for November will benefit Help of Door County, an agency that provides services and programs to victims of domestic abuse in the county. It works to improve the well-being and dignity of individuals, families, and intimate relationships by supporting and enhancing their strengths to reduce the incidence of violence and conflict within their relationships. HELP does not provide counseling, but its staff listens without judgment, supports without blaming and empowers victims through advocacy and information. Due to the generosity of our community, all victim services are free and confidential.





Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this local mission effort.











