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 Worship  
November 14, 2021--Worship
                       Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Hymn Holy, Holy, Holy
Call to Worship: 


L.  In the morning, as the clouds gather and break,

P. We open our eyes and stretch our arms to a new day.

L. As we gather, and the papers rustles and the pews creak, and old friends whisper together,

P. We become the beloved community again.


L. In our, in our words and songs and silence and prayers,

P. We open ourselves to wonder, and gratitude, and praise.

Hymn # 88 Maker, In Whom We Live

Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: 

What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Caroline Polster 11/18, Dottie Pohlman 11/20
Scripture Reading:  Acts 16:16-24, 24:22-27
Paul and Silas in Prison

16 One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, ‘These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.’ 18She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, ‘I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.’ And it came out that very hour. 19 But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, ‘These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.’ 22The crowd joined in attacking them and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23After they had given them a severe flogging; they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

Paul Held in Custody Acts 24:22-27

22 But Felix, who was rather well informed about the Way, adjourned the hearing with the comment, ‘When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide your case.’ 23Then he ordered the centurion to keep him in custody, but to let him have some liberty and not to prevent any of his friends from taking care of his needs. 
24 Some days later when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him speak concerning faith in Christ Jesus. 25And as he discussed justice, self-control, and the coming judgement, Felix became frightened and said, ‘Go away for the present; when I have an opportunity, I will send for you.’ 26At the same time he hoped that money would be given to him by Paul, and for that reason he used to send for him very often and converse with him. 

27 After two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus; and since he wanted to grant the Jews a favour, Felix left Paul in prison. 
Message:  Paul
 

Acts 16:17 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved."

 

The slave girl was possessed by a spirit. This account is reminiscent of the time Jesus went into the synagogue at Capernaum (Mark 1:21-26). In both cases the person possessed knows that Paul and Jesus are from God before the rest of the crowd does. It is hard to tell if Paul is upset by her following them or the fact that her masters are making money off of her problem. It is like the way people have made money from showing physical oddities at a circus.

Question: What would irritate you about the girl if you were with Paul?

Challenge: Read your horoscope in the paper and see if it predicts. Then ask, does it predict, or do you give it meaning?

Acts 16:18 She kept this up for many days. Finally, Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, "In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!" At that moment the spirit left her.

 

The healings that take place in Acts are all in the name of Jesus. This may seem obvious to us today, but the biblical writers want to make it clear that God is doing the work, not a human or some other deity. It is possible for doctors and others to heal but it is always with a sense that God gave to them the ability to heal. Everything we do in life is because God first gave us life and part of that life is the abilities we have. It is our responsibility to improve our talents and then use them to bring about life, not death. The girl’s “gift” was bringing profit to some, but harm to her.

Question: Why do you think the girl kept following and “troubling” Paul?


Challenge: If you believe in demon possession, how would you tell the difference between 
possession and mental illness?

 

Acts 16:19-22 When the owners of the slave girl realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. They brought them before the magistrates and said, "These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice." The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten.

While Paul and Silas (and also the early Christian community) condemn the exploitation of another for profit, the owners and townspeople saw Paul and Silas as the criminals, not the healers. In the New Testament, relationships are the measure of how God is honored. The Church had little problems with ownership until it involved the abuse of people or the wrongful use of others. The world will always hold ownership as a higher value than individuals. Jesus and the church have other ideas.  

Question: Is there any way Paul and Silas were in the wrong?


Challenge: Define slavery.


 

Acts 16:23-26 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. Upon receiving such orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody's chains came loose.

 

The beating of Paul and Silas is a prime example of power being used for harm. Sin had so confused the town’s authorities that they punished those doing good. It would be as if you were punished for feeding or clothing someone. Paul and Silas pass the time giving praise to God for being worthy to suffer for the sake of the Gospel. Even in jail they kept their principles. They believed that the jailer was worth more than their freedom, even though he  was an unbeliever. Other prisoners may or may not have escaped but Paul and Silas stayed where they were.

Question: Why did God open the doors and break the chains for everybody? 

Challenge: What songs would you sing if you were in Paul’s position? What songs have been helpful to you during a difficult time?

 

Acts 16:27-28 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We 

are all here!"

 

The jailer was a pagan and perhaps a non-believer in any sort of divinity. His life was still worth more than their freedom. We can learn much from Paul and Silas’ example. We should never kill a person because 

of their unbelief. Jesus invited all people into the Kingdom.

Question: Why do you think people wanted to kill themselves in 1929 at the stock crash?

Challenge: If you believe in a life for a life under what circumstances would this be true for you?

 

Acts 16:30-34 He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved--you and your household." Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized. The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God--he and his whole family.

 

The result of Paul and Silas’s action was that the pagan became a believer. The jailer saw faith in action and knew that even if he lost his life for freeing the prisoners, he was better off with God, then safe without God.
Question: What do you think happened to the jailer? Do you think he kept on being a jailer and if so, how do you think he acted toward those in his jail?

Challenge: Have you ever been in the situation where you asked God “what must I do to be 
saved?” 

 

  Response to the Word: As a Christian-What would you go to jail for?

Closing Hymn:  Here I Am Lord


Benediction: For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. --The Apostle Paul 
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Terry Carlson (brother of Jan Johnson), Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister
Akiko Ikeda, Ralph & Georgeen Taylor, Mark Rieland, Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), Marcy Desotelle, Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, Paula Desotelle, 

Paul Peterson, Cyndi & Rick Matzick, Dennis Wojahn, Natasha (Don Heeringa’s daughter in law)
Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard
For Those Who Are in Mourning
Mary Fran Walters, Ted & Louiza Reinhard (Michelle’s son & daughter in law)
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn-Ian Smith
Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses- For all of those out of work-For those who are struggling-
For those who are working twice as hard-For all the Students, Teachers, Staff and Administrators of our Schools

Thanks to you ALL!
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69 I, the Lord of Sea and Sky

Here | Am, Lord
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‘The stanzas here need to be understood as representing the voice of God, while the refrain (based on Isaiah
68)is the faithful human response to God's call, This becomes clearer if aleader or small group sings the.
stanzas, with the congregation joining on the refrain.

TEXT: Daniel L Schutte, 1981, alt. HERE | AM (Schute)
MUSIC: Daniel L. Schute, 1981; harm, Alfred V. Fedak, 2011 7.7.7.4.0 with eiain
Text and Music © 1981, 2000 OCP
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Poinsettia Orders

To order, please complete the form below and make a check out to the church Calvary or Zion with “Poinsettias” in the memo line.  Place in the offering or mail to the church office. Or you can put in the offering plate.  Please order by November 21st.

I/We ____________________________________________ 

wish to order #_____ poinsettias @$ 8.00 each

In honor of _______________________________________

In memory of _____________________________________

Please choose:


Red ______    White _____

Total amount $ ______________

Mail to:





Calvary UMC



OR


Zion UMC
P.O. Box 168






P.O. Box 344

Egg Harbor, WI 54209





Fish Creek, WI 54

920-868-3112
Order Forms also available at Sunday Service

NOVEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH:


HELP OF DOOR COUNTY





The Mission of the Month for November will benefit Help of Door County, an agency that provides services and programs to victims of domestic abuse in the county. It works to improve the well-being and dignity of individuals, families, and intimate relationships by supporting and enhancing their strengths to reduce the incidence of violence and conflict within their relationships. HELP does not provide counseling, but its staff listens without judgment, supports without blaming and empowers victims through advocacy and information. Due to the generosity of our community, all victim services are free and confidential.





Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this local mission effort.











