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1. We meet you, 6] Christ, man - y a guise;
2. In mil - lions a - live, a - way and a - broad;
3. We  hear you, O man, in ag - o - ny cry;
4. You choose to be made at one with the earth;
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your im - age  we see in sim - ple and wise.
in - volved in our life, you live down the  road.
for free - dom you march, in rn - ots  you die.
the dark of  the grave pre - pares for your birth.
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You live in a pal - ace, ex - ist in a  shack;
Im - pris-oned in sys - tems, you long to be free;
Your face in the pa - pers we read and we see.
Your death is ‘your ris - ing, cre - a - tive your word;
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we see  you, the gar- dener, a tree on your back.
we see you, Lord Je - sus, still bear -ing your tree.
The tree must be plant -ed by hu - man de - cree.
the  tree springs to lifte and our hope is  re - stored.
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Worship  
October 31, 2021
                       Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Hymn: Would I Have Answered When Call
Call to Worship: 
L.
This day is a gift from God;
P.
And day to reflect, to offer thanks, to seek the good.
L.
This time is a pause from the fever of life;
P.
A time to be with one another, knit into community by God.
L.
So let us sing, and listen, and pray
P.
And let us worship God.

Hymn We Meet You O Christ

Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Shirley McMullen 11/1, Joan Vahey 11/2, Don Garber 11/6
Scripture Reading:   Acts 4:1-3, 12:7-18
Acts 4:1-3—the First Arrest 

4While Peter and John were speaking to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees came to them, 2much annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming that in Jesus there is the resurrection of the dead. 3So they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 

Acts 12.7-18—The Second Arrest

7Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared, and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell off his wrists. 8The angel said to him, ‘Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.’ He did so. Then he said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.’ 9Peter* went out and followed him; he did not realize that what was happening with the angel’s help was real; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10After they had passed the first and the second guard, they came before the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went outside and walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel left him. 11Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.’ 12 As soon as he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many had gathered and were praying. 13When he knocked at the outer gate; a maid named Rhoda came to answer. 14On recognizing Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed that, instead of opening the gate, she ran in and announced that Peter was standing at the gate. 15They said to her, ‘You are out of your mind!’ But she insisted that it was so. They said, ‘It is his angel.’ 16Meanwhile, Peter continued knocking; and when they opened the gate, they saw him and were amazed. 17He motioned to them with his hand to be silent and described for them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he added, ‘Tell this to James and to the believers.’ Then he left and went to another place. 
18 When morning came, there was no small commotion among the soldiers over what had become of Peter. 19When Herod had searched for him and could not find him, he examined the guards and ordered them to be put to death. Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there. 

Message:  Peter
Acts 5:25-26

 

Then someone came and said, "Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple courts teaching the people." At that, the captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. They did not use force, because they feared that the people would stone them.

 

In the preceding passage the Disciples were put in jail. They escaped with the help of the Holy Spirit and went right back to preaching in the Temple. The Temple guards were afraid of the crowds, so they treated the Disciples somewhat gently. The Disciples are now popular with many of the people because they had demonstrated that they were not advocating a violent overthrow of the Romans. They were concerned about the individual’s relationship with God. They believed that our relationship with God was more important than anything else in life.


Question: How would you react if you met someone who was in jail?


Challenge: Research and read some of the articles about the civil rights marches in Cicero in the late 60’s.


 

Acts 5:27-29

 

Having brought the apostles; they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. "We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name," he said. "Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man's blood."  Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men!"  

 

Even though the Disciples were gaining popularity with the people, the rulers of the Temple were still afraid that the new movement would weaken their power base and hold over the city. Fear of the power of the Gospel ends up causing the most acts of persecution against the Christians. The Disciples’ response (we must obey God) to their threats is both courageous and powerful. They are simply telling the truth. When we find ourselves in a similar situation, we to need to simply tell the truth.

Question: Do you believe you are morally obligated to obey all laws passed by the state?

Challenge: Why would you think the Sanhedrin did not believe they were guilty of killing Jesus?


Day 3 Acts 5:33-34
When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while.
The Disciples’ response to the threat directly challenged the Sanhedrin authority over the religious life of the country. The Disciples’ preaching was undermining the Sanhedrin’s claim that they could bring about the blessing of God’s new age. The Holy Spirit does work through established authorities, but it is also true that the Spirit will work with whoever it wants to.

Question: In the last week, what person has made you really angry?


Challenge: Think about the death sentence. Do you believe it is effective at deterring crime? Do you think it is right or what?
 

Day 4: Acts 5:35-39 

Then he addressed them: "Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God."

 

Gamaliel’s suggestion looks like he is sympathetic toward the Christian movement. But he may be offering his suggestion because he believes that the movement will fail. His examples of the two revolutionaries (see verses 36-37) show he believes Jesus is in their class and not the Lord of life. Whatever his motives, his statement is true. If something is of God, then no human organization can stop it.


Question: Do you think Gamaliel’s reasoning is correct? Would it convince you?


Challenge: Can you think of some examples of “fighting against God”?

 

Day 5: Acts 5:40 

His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus and let them go.

 

The flogging was a proof that the Disciples’ message was prophetic. In their time the prophets were abused and ignored. The Sanhedrin was demonstrating that they were not the spiritual leaders of the time, but the persecutors of God’s messengers.


Question: Why do you think they had the Apostles whipped?



Challenge: Put yourself in the place of the court. Other than flogging, what punishment would you give them?

 

Acts 5:41-42 

The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ

 

The Disciples do not get angry at being flogged but give thanks that they are worthy to suffer for Jesus’ sake. This response (which would be very hard for most of us) completely disarms the Sanhedrin and takes away their power. Their only power is fear, and the Disciples will not be afraid. The Disciples knew that the violent response by the Sanhedrin was a desperate act and totally without power to change minds. Their defiance showed the Christian community how to respond to persecution. We count it a privilege to suffer in Christ’s name because our suffering is nothing compared to what Jesus did for us.


Question: Have you ever been hurt because you were a Christian? Have you ever been made fun of because of your faith?


Challenge: Do a little research and see if there is any place in the world today that Christians have to meet in secret.

 

Response to the Word: Think about why and when you would disobey a state or national law?
Closing Hymn: Go forth For God
Benediction: 
For you were called to freedom, brothers, and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Terry Carlson (brother of Jan Johnson),

Bob & Barb Cable, Don Olson, Melvin Pfister
Akiko Ikeda, Ralph & Georgeen Taylor
 Mark Rieland, Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother), Marcy Desotelle, 
Curt Mingle, Deb Harding, Paula Desotelle, 

Paul Peterson, Cyndi & Rick Matzick, Dennis Wojahn, 
Natasha (Don Heeringa’s Daughter in Law)
Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard
For Those Who Are in Mourning
Mary Fran Walters
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn-Ian Smith
Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses- For all of those out of work-For those who are struggling-
For those who are working twice as hard-For all the Students, Teachers, Staff and Administrators of our Schools

Thanks to you ALL!
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OCTOBER MISSION OF THE MONTH:


UMCOR





The October Mission of the Month will support the United Methodist Committee on Relief. UMCOR provides humanitarian relief and disaster response in the United States and internationally. Its efforts are targeted in places where natural disasters, war, or conflict have done so much damage that communities are unable to recover on their own.  100% of our gifts directly support an UMCOR project identified by our Mission Committees.


Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this mission effort.














