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Worship  
September 5, 2021
                       Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Hymn This is My Father’s World
Call to Worship: 
L.  A love that never ceases,

P.  A creativity that designed the universe,
L.  A hope that cannot be quenched,

P.  A pursuit of reconciliation no matter the cost:
L.  These are the things that are of God,

P.  Then let us worship God.

Hymn All Things Bright and Beautiful 

Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Susan Basten 9/5, T.J. Livingston 9/7
Scripture Readings:  Genesis 1:26-31, 3:1-13 
Genesis 1:26-31

26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’27 So God created humankind in his image,  in the image of God he created them;   male and female he created them.28God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 29God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Genesis 3:1-13
3Now the serpent was craftier than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ 2The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ’ 4But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ 10He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ 11He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’ 12The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ 13Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’
Message:   Identity Theft-Original Nature 

Genesis 1:26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’

God creates humans last as a way of saying that humans are stewards of creation.  As stewards we are obligated to keep the world and all that is in it in good shape.  Some interpret the saying “have dominion over the earth” as meaning we can do with it what we like. The Hebrew word carries with it the meaning of caregiving or even nurturing. Our world must sustain generations of people and each generation has the responsibility to leave the world better than they found it.  

Question:  God creates us last to show how important we are in creation.  Why do we put such emphasis on being first?

Challenge: Think of two or three ways that you can care for some portion of the earth.

1:27So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.

 

The image of God is a term that Christians and Jews have wondered about for years.  Just how are we the image of God? It cannot be our looks or our physical being.   It may mean we can feel and think and that we have free will.  It may mean we can create and give life.  It may mean that a human is worth so much because we are the image of God. 

Question:  What do you think it means that we are in the image of God?

Challenge: Think about how much a person is worth if God created two? 

 

1:28 God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’

 
“Be fruitful and multiply” is the one commandment  God gave us that we have kept.  All the others we have broken at one time or another except that one.  The command to be fruitful means more than populate the earth with people.  If means that we are to be producers not consumers.  The earth is created to sustain life and only by our wasteful use of the earth will we be unfruitful and subtracting.  Once again, the word “dominion” is used and again it means caregiving not exploitation.  The prophets warned that the very earth will suffer for the sins of the people.  We need to be careful with not only how we plow and plant but how we act.  If we abuse each other than the earth itself will be harmed.

Question: Does this verse include all that is in creation?

Challenge:  Think of some ways to be fruitful that do not involve children?

 

1.29 God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.

 

It is not well  known but the first humans were vegetarians.  God mentions all the plants but not the animals are for us to eat. It is not until after the fall that meat is allowed to be eaten.  Kosher cooking makes it clear that when eating meat, the blood should be completely drained out of the meat.  This is because even though people are allowed to eat meat, the blood must not be eaten.  They believed that our life was in our blood.

Question:  Do you think Adam & Eve had to work the garden to get food?

Challenge: Where in the scripture does in allow humans to eat meat?

 

1.30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so.

 

The point of the Genesis account of creation is to say that God created, out of nothing, all that there is today.  In ancient times it was believed that there were four elements that make up the world- fire, air, water & earth.  In some creations stories the one who created used, these elements.  All the water, air, and earth that God created are still here.  Notice that the creation account adds that our life (breath) comes from God.  God made all things & God gave all of the creation life. It is the prerogative of God to give life.  As only God can give life then it makes sense that God was the one to come and give us eternal life in Jesus Christ.  

Question: How would you describe what it looked like before creation?

Challenge: Try to describe just how God did all this creating?

 

1.31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

 

Everything was in harmony.  God created a perfect world where everything worked together well and there was plenty for all.  A day in Genesis is a way of saying that God created in an orderly fashion and over a period of time.  We will never go back to the garden because we go forward to the Kingdom of God, which is a new heaven and a new earth.

Question: Why did the fall take place? 

Challenge: How can we keep the Sabbath and rest?

Response to the Word: What do you think your Spiritual gifts are?
Closing Hymn: God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens 
Benediction 
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon, and the stars that you have established; what are human beings that you are mindful of us, mortals that you care for us?  Yet you have made us a little lower than God and crowned us with glory and honor. You have given us dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under our feet and made us stewards of your creation. 
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson-
Bob & Barb Cable-Don Olson--Melvin Pfister
Akiko Ikeda -Ralph & Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters--Mark Rieland

Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother)

Curt Mingle-- Deb Harding-- Paula Desotelle
Paul Peterson

Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson
Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard
For Those Who Are in Mourning
Jackie Hoover (sister of Judy Busey) 
Alice Richardson (Mother of Deb Harding)
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn
Ian Smith
Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

For all the Students, Teachers , Staff and Administrators of our Schools
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SEPTEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH:


SOCIETY OF ST. ANDREW





The Society of St. Andrew, founded in 1983, is a Virginia agency that feeds the hungry by salvaging fresh, nutritious produce from American farms –  food that would otherwise be left to rot –  and delivering it to agencies across the nation that serve the poor. The Society of St. Andrew gleans America’s fields and feeds America’s hungry more effectively and far more efficiently than any other hunger relief organization through programs like the Gleaning Network, the Potato and Produce Project and the Harvest of Hope.





Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this mission effort.














