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Worship  
September 26, 2021
                       Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Hymn Come, We That Love the Lord
Call to Worship: 

L. We look around and see how we have been blessed –

P. Blessed with community, with beauty, with friendship, with faith.

L. That goodness washes over us, and we receive these gifts with thanks.

P. In this time, we thank God for all that we have been given.

L. So let us worship God.

Hymn Give to the Winds Thy Fears
Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Margie Lueder 9/28, Jennifer Garber 9/30, Roy Gauger 9/30, Wanda Lenz 10/1
Scripture Readings: Genesis 39.19-23
19 When his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, saying, ‘This is the way your servant treated me’, he became enraged. 20And Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined; he remained there in prison. 21But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love; he gave him favor in the sight of the chief jailer. 22The chief jailer committed to Joseph’s care all the prisoners who were in the prison, and whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. 23The chief jailer paid no heed to anything that was in Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with him; and whatever he did, the Lord made it prosper. 

 Message:   Prisoners in the Bible--Joseph

Genesis 37:17-18  
The man said, ‘They have gone away, for I heard them say, “Let us go to Dothan.” ’ So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him.

 

Dothan is 15 miles north of Shechem. Shechem is about halfway between Jerusalem and the Sea of Galilee. The brothers went there to be further away from their father and Joseph. Their dislike of Joseph takes the form of action as they are away from home. Many times if we are away from home we are tempted to do things we would not do at home. Before going overseas when I was in the Corps, officers would advise us not to leave our morals in this country. 

Question: Is there another place in the Bible where brothers did not get along?

Challenge: Try to find these cities on a map: Dothan - Shechem - Jerusalem - Egypt (Goshen). 

 

Genesis 37:19-20
They said to one another, ‘Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him into 

one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.

 

Look up the scripture Genesis 37:5-11 to see why the brothers disliked Joseph. Joseph had a talent like his father, in that he could interpret dreams. The brothers thought that if the dreamer was dead the dream would also die. As soon as the idea of putting Joseph to death came to them a series of events began to unfold that changed their lives but not for better. They believed killing would be the solution, but it became the problem.

Question: Is it easier to condemn someone if you do not say their name?

Challenge: Try for a period of time to journal what you dream. At that end of that period, see if you can take any meaning from your dreams.

 

Genesis 37:21-24
But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, ‘Let us not take his life.’ Reuben said to them, ‘Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him’—that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.

 

Reuben, the eldest, would be responsible to explain to his father what happened. Reuben realizes that killing Joseph would put a blood debt upon the brothers that they could not pay. Reuben, it seems, plans to release Joseph at a later time. The robe represented another reason they hated their brother (Genesis 37:3-4). The robe was an outward sign of their father’s preference for Joseph. The Bible tells us that Jacob loved Joseph because he was the child of his old age. Joseph reminded Jacob of his youth. Joseph brought back memories of when Jacob’s life was simple. When one’s children are growing up life has clarity of purpose. As the children move out, the parents must make a new life and develop a new purpose. Some have a hard time with this and do things to remind them of the way it was.

Question: Do you think Reuben was only thinking of the negative effects from killing Joseph or did he have some affection for him?
 Challenge: Think of a different way the brothers could have dealt with their anger about Joseph’s arrogance.

 

Genesis 37:25  
Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt

 

A solution to the problem of killing their brother comes along in the form of traveling slave dealers. There was a lively slave trade between Egypt and Canaan at that time. If they allowed Joseph to come back to Shechem to their father, the family unity (such as it was) would be destroyed. By selling him they make some money and Joseph goes away. Joseph ends up being sold to a captain of the Pharaoh’s guard, Potiphar. It is not exactly known where Potiphar’s house was located. However, it must have been somewhere in the Goshen (modern delta) area of Egypt near the capital at the time. It was likely located at modern Tell el-Dab'a in the northeastern region of the Nile Delta.

Question: What do you think the term “Ishmaelites” refers to besides the people they saw?

Challenge: Look at an ancient map and try to find Gilead, Egypt and Tell el-Dab'a

 

Genesis 37:28

 

When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.

 

The series of events that began with the plot to kill Joseph continues as Joseph goes to Egypt and eventually becomes the means of salvation - from famine - for the brothers. In order for Joseph to be able to show mercy to his family years later, he had to spend some time learning humility. In a similar way Moses had to spend some time learning the lesson of humility. When God wants to use certain people for a great task but the individual isn’t ready, God will provide them experiences that will make them ready to follow His lead. Often God needs to teach us humility before the task begins. Paul had to spend three days in blindness before he could see again and begin his ministry. 

Question: Do you think that the brothers believed that Joseph would live long enough to ever 
enter their lives again?

Challenge: Find out how much 20 pieces of silver are worth today.

 

Response to the Word: Look at the UMC web site to learn a bit about our prison ministry
Closing Hymn:  My Hope is Built
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Benediction: 
Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and shield.  Our heart is glad in him because we trust in his holy name.  Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you.
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Psalm 22:22-31
1. Amid the thronging worshipers
Jehovah will I bless;
before my brethren, gathered here
His Name will I confess.
Come, praise Him, ye that fear the Lorn,
ye children of His grace;
with rev'rence sound His glories forth
and bow before His face.
2. The burden of the sorrowful
the Lorp will not despise;
He has not turned from those that mourn,
He hearkens to their cries.
His goodness makes me join the throng
where saints His praise proclaim,
and there will I fulfill my vows
"mid those who fear His Name.
WORDS; Palm 2222-2
Suggested tune: FORE

Paalter, 1912
I GREEN, no.79
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3. He feeds with good the humble soul
and satisfies the meek,
and they shall live and praise the LorD
who for His mercy seek.
‘The ends of all the earth take thought,
the nations seek the Lorp;
they worship Him, the King of kings,
in earth and heav'n adored.



Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson-
Bob & Barb Cable-Don Olson--Melvin Pfister
Akiko Ikeda -Ralph & Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters--Mark Rieland

Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother)-Curt Mingle-Deb Harding- Paula Desotelle-Paul Peterson- 
Cyndi & Rick Matzick-Dennis Wojahn-Natasha (Don Heeringa’s Daughter in Law)
Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard
For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn
Ian Smith
Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

For all the Students, Teachers, Staff and Administrators of our Schools
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1 Give to the winds thy fears; hope, and

2 Through waves and clouds and storms God gent - ly
3 Leave to God's sov-ereign sway to choose and
4 Let us in life, in death, thy stead - fast

un - dis - mayed. God hears thy sighs and

clears the  way. Wait pa - tient - ly; SO
to com - mand. So shalt thou, won - dering,
truth de - clare, and pub - lish with our

counts thy tears; God shall lift up thy head.
shall this night soon end in  joy - ous day.
own God's way, how wise, how strong God's hand!
fi - nal breath thy love and guard - ian care.

(this tune in a higher key, 744)

Glory to God 815
TEXT: Paul Gerhardt, 1653; trans. John Wesley, 1737, alt.
MUSIC (FESTAL SONG, SM): William H. Walter, 1872
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SEPTEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH:


SOCIETY OF ST. ANDREW





The Society of St. Andrew, founded in 1983, is a Virginia agency that feeds the hungry by salvaging fresh, nutritious produce from American farms – food that would otherwise be left to rot –  and delivering it to agencies across the nation that serve the poor. The Society of St. Andrew gleans America’s fields and feeds America’s hungry more effectively and far more efficiently than any other hunger relief organization through programs like the Gleaning Network, the Potato and Produce Project and the Harvest of Hope.





Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this mission effort.














