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Worship  
September 19, 2021
                       Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Hymn   O God Beyond All Praising
Call to Worship: 

L. Come, you who thirst for grace.
P. Come, you who hunger for justice.

L. Come, you who are a stranger in a strange land.
P. Come, you who are like a child at home.
L. Come, for Christ welcomes you to this time and place.
P. We have come to worship God.
L. Then let us worship well.

Hymn Freely, Freely

Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Bill Pfefferkorn Jr. 9/19, Louis Sohns 9/21, Ryan Pitchford 9/22, Deb Harding 9/22, John Engil Sr. 9/23, Jan Johnson 9/24
Scripture Readings:  Acts 1:1-11

1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’

Matthew 28:16-20

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’
Message:   Identity Theft-Original Witness 
Acts 1:6

 

So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 

 

This question is on the minds of Christians when they meet together for worship. In the Lord’s Prayer we always ask for the Kingdom to come. We know that it will come in God’s time, but we still want that time of peace for all to come now. When we find ourselves wishing for the time of peace to come now, it is usually in a time of distress, and it is a prayer from the heart.

Question: What is the longest you had to wish for something?

Challenge: Pray the Lord’s Prayer very slowly. Stop at each word and think about what it means.

 

Acts 1:7

 

He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.

 

The hardest words in the English language (or any language) are “have patience.” We are not disposed to wait for much of anything. If what we are waiting for is something really good, then our patience is even less. Yet, if we knew the answer to the question “when,” we might just sit around without doing anything. Our patience should be active waiting. We wait for God to tell us what to do but the waiting is preparing us for when we are called to act.

Question: Do you know when you were born? The date, time, day of the week, and place?

Challenge: What do you think of the concept of “active waiting” and how would you explain it?

Acts 1:8

 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

 

There is power that comes from the sun or a waterfall. There is power from the atom or another source of energy. There is power that comes from an idea or belief. Yet none of these or any other powers we could mention was involved in the creation of the world. The Holy Spirit is a unique power source because it has the ability to give life. Jesus does not want us to go forth with the message of the Gospel until we are powerful.

Question: What is the most powerful thing in the world? 

Challenge: Find a map so that you can identify Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria.
 

Acts 1:9

 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
 

Jesus spent 40 days after the Resurrection visiting the disciples at various times. He waited to ascend because the disciples had to be firm in their belief that He overcame death. The shock of His death was great, and they might have thought the Resurrection was just wishful thinking or their imagination. Jesus did eventually leave them because He knew that they could carry on His mission.  Jesus has confidence in us today to carry out His mission of teaching, healing, and preaching. In short, to be the light to the world.

Question: What was the hardest goodbye you ever had to make?

Challenge: How can you tell someone that you trust them enough to leave them alone?

 

Acts 1:10-11

 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."

 

The start of a wedding is about the hardest part of the service. Certain beginnings are such that there is no going back so we are reluctant to start even if we want to go on the journey. We are afraid of beginnings that are endings because we have to move into new territory. We do not know the path so we can only keep going if we are assured that A) God is with us and B) God is in the future waiting for us.

Question: What is the strangest thing you have ever seen in the sky?

Challenge: What do you think about the concept of the return of Jesus?
Acts 1:13-14
When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 
Prayer is a critical first step before we make any decisions. The disciples and the other women all gathered in the upper room before they went about their next move. They believed that God would show them what their next move should be. God did not disappoint them. God did show them what to do next and with each move thereafter. They never felt that Jesus was far off but rather they could sense his presence in their midst.

Question: Do you pray before making an important decision?

Challenge: If you came into the room where all these early followers were, what three questions would you ask them?


 

Response to the Word: Share the love of God with someone you meet this week
Closing Hymn:  Lord, You Give Us the Great Commission
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Benediction: 
Now says the Lord who created you. Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.
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Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson-
Bob & Barb Cable-Don Olson--Melvin Pfister
Akiko Ikeda -Ralph & Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters--Mark Rieland

Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother) Marcy Desotelle
Curt Mingle- Deb Harding- Paula Desotelle-Paul Peterson

Cyndi & Rick Matzick

Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson, Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard
For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn
Ian Smith
Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

For all the Students, Teachers, Staff and Administrators of our Schools
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Go and Make Disciples

Fulfilling the Great Commission
of Making Disciples






SEPTEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH:


SOCIETY OF ST. ANDREW





The Society of St. Andrew, founded in 1983, is a Virginia agency that feeds the hungry by salvaging fresh, nutritious produce from American farms – food that would otherwise be left to rot – and delivering it to agencies across the nation that serve the poor. The Society of St. Andrew gleans America’s fields and feeds America’s hungry more effectively and far more efficiently than any other hunger relief organization through programs like the Gleaning Network, the Potato and Produce Project and the Harvest of Hope.





Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this mission effort.














