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Worship  
August 29, 2021
                       Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Hymn 2162:  Let All Things Now Living
Call to Worship: 
L.
We have come together as one body.
P.
One people, gathered in the name of God.
L.
We will worship together as one body.
P.
One community, giving praise and honor to our God.
L.
One body and one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
          one God who is above all and through all and in all
Hymn:  Grace Alone
Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Don Heeringa 8/31, Emily Pitchford 9/1, Bev Schulze 9/1, Warren Burlend 9/2, Alex Lopez 9/2, Robert Desotelle Jr. 9/3
Scripture Readings:  I Corinthians 12:12-30
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot were to say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear were to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ 22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honour to the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. 

Reflection:  Read through the comments below and think about the questions and challenges
    
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit, we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

 

Paul is making the claim that even though members of the church come from many different ethnic groups and nationalities they are still one body. He compares the church to a human body to help the Corinthians understand the body of Christ - the Church. He not only makes no distinction between ethnic groups but also no distinction between a person’s social status. 


Question: Why do you think Paul compared the church to a body? Why not a garden or a 
band or an army?


Challenge: Can you think of another image to describe the church?

 

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot were to say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear were to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body’ that would not make it any less a part of the body.

 

Paul continues to make his point in what seems to be a humorous fashion. This verse is about belonging and how the different parts cannot claim they are not part of the body. Just as the body needs its parts to function well, so does the church need its various parts to function well. He is preparing us for what follows in the 12th chapter when he talks about the gifts of the Spirit. 


Question: What does it take to be a member of a Christian congregation?


Challenge: Try eating with just one hand for a meal. How was it?

 

If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body.

 

Paul, in this verse, is talking about functions not belonging. All the various parts are there to function well and the diversity of parts are there because it takes a number of different parts doing different functions so that the body will be whole. Diversity in the human body is present to make the body whole. Diversity in the church needs to be present for us to be whole. If the body had little or no diversity, then it would look more like an amoeba than what we think of as a real body.

 

Question: How would you define diversity in today’s church?


Challenge: Do some research to see how many parts of the body there really are.

 

But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

 

Paul goes on to remind us that all the parts of our body are important, and one member is not inferior to another. If you break your little toe the entire body hurts. We may be given a number of parts in pairs but if one part of the pair is gone, we do not function well. Paul reminds us that it is God who arranged the parts (gave Spiritual gifts to individuals) so we ought not to say one is more important than the other or that we do not need a part. If God has arranged, it then we ought to just use it and not gripe.


Question: What do you think Paul means by an inferior member?


Challenge: What do you think Paul means by dissension in the body? What is it called 
when one-part fights against another in our body?

 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

 

Paul tells the Corinthian church that they are the body of Christ, and all are members of that body.  Though he doesn’t state it specifically in this verse, I can hear Paul saying, “act like the body of Christ and play your part. Don’t worry about how much praise you might get or how little. God wants us to be faithful not successful.”


Question: Is Paul referring to the congregation in Corinth or all the churches?


Challenge: What do you see as your part in this body of Christ?

 

And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.

 

God has given to the church life giving gifts. They are not all the same, but all have the same honor attached to them as we faithfully use the gifts God has given to us. Honor comes from use, not possession. After Paul has laid out the gifts that the Corinthians are striving for, he ends with the words, “And I will show you a still more excellent way.” Love is more powerful and life giving than any of the above-mentioned Spiritual gifts.


Question: Why do you think the order (apostles, prophets, and teachers) is important?

 

Response to the Word: What do you think your Spiritual gifts are?
Closing Hymn: Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing
Benediction:   Psalm 98
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises. Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 

Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
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Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson-
Bob & Barb Cable-Don Olson--Melvin Pfister
Akiko Ikeda -Ralph & Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters--Mark Rieland

Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother)

Curt Mingle-- Deb Harding-- Paula Desotelle
Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson
Juanita Alley, Darlene Reinhard
For Those Who Are in Mourning
Jackie Hoover (sister of Judy Busey) 
Alice Richardson (Mother of Deb Harding)
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn
Ian Smith
Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
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AUGUST MISSION OF THE MONTH:


THANKSGIVING FOOD GIFT CARDS


Our mission giving this month will purchase $25 gift cards to share with area families in need before Thanksgiving. The cards will be distributed primarily to families at Northern Door Child Center, who can redeem them at the Piggly Wiggly. 





Director Cindy Trinkner-Peot said that the cards are a wonderful, life-saving thing.  “Many of our children are from homes with a single parent who may be un- or under-employed. While $25 may not sound like a great deal to many people, with careful planning, it will go a long way.”


Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this local mission effort.











