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Worship  
July 11, 2021
                       Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Hymn # 211 We All Believe in One True God
Word of Hope

For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him. He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. On God rests my deliverance and my honor; my mighty rock, my refuge is in God. Trust in God at all times, people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for us.
Hymn #526 Immortal, Invisible, God only Wise
Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Paula Desotelle 7/13, Patty Bley 7/15, Fred Lewis 7/16, Marc Harding 7/17
Scripture: Matthew 9:1-17, Acts 15:1-11
1And after getting into a boat he crossed the water and came to his own town.

2 And just then some people were carrying a paralyzed man lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.’ 3Then some of the scribes said to themselves, ‘This man is blaspheming.’ 4But Jesus, perceiving their thoughts, said, ‘Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5For which is easier, to say, “Your sins are forgiven”, or to say, “Stand up and walk”? 6But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’—he then said to the paralytic—‘Stand up, take your bed and go to your home.’ 7And he stood up and went to his home. 8When the crowds saw it, they were filled with awe, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to human beings.

9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and followed him.

10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax-collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ 12But when he heard this, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.’

14 Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, ‘Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, but your disciples do not fast?’ 15And Jesus said to them, ‘The wedding-guests cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast. 16No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak, for the patch pulls away from the cloak, and a worse tear is made. 17Neither is new wine put into old wineskins; otherwise, the skins burst, and the wine is spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.’

Acts 15.2-11

2And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the apostles and the elders. 3So they were sent on their way by the church, and as they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the believers. 4When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. 5But some believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, ‘It is necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered to keep the law of Moses.’

6 The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. 7After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, ‘My brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that I should be the one through whom the Gentiles would hear the message of the good news and become believers. 8And God, who knows the human heart, testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us; 9and in cleansing their hearts by faith he has made no distinction between them and us. 10Now therefore why are you putting God to the test by placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear? 11On the contrary, we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.’

Message: Teaching

In the New Testament Growing wide does not mean to put on weight.  It means to expand our concept of who is included in God’s love. What Jesus taught in Matthew 9 was that the mercy of God takes precedence over everything else. Jesus first heals a man by forgiving his sin.  He then healed his physical problems.  Jesus opened Himself up to intense censure by the religious authorities by claiming the authority to forgive sin.  Jesus knew the man needed to be both forgiven and physically healed and He did not play it safe by just healing him of his physical ailments.  Jesus expands who can be a disciple by calling Matthew a tax collector to be one of his disciples’.  He then goes on to challenge the religious authorities’ concept of “outcast”.  Jesus by eating with the tax collectors and sinners said to the Pharisees “who pronounces someone is an outcast”? If God has not called someone an outcast how dare you do it!  The Pharisees and other religious authorities were not connecting people to God but pushing people away from God.  

Acts 15 is an example of the church in Jerusalem wrestling with the concept of widening the love of God.  Acts 15 shows us that the family of God does not depend on our birth but on our adoption by God.  The message in Acts is first pronounced by Peter in chapter 2:21 (Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”) and is reiterated at various places in Acts.  Salvation is not limited by your ethnic origin.  Not only are the members of Gods family not limited by origin, but the leaders are not selected by origin but by the Holy Spirit.  In Acts 15 we see the connection between Peter’s sermon and the current council in Jerusalem. (Acts 2:17-18 “In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy”). 

As a Christian and a church member my task is to widen our concept of the love of God.  If someone is outside of God’s love, then God will deal with that issue.  Let us share the reason for our hope and listen to others talk.  A missionary at a remote village spent a month talking to the villagers and held a service twice a week.  No one ever came to the services, but the villages were very friendly.  On a Monday one of the villagers came to him and asked if they could use his cooking pot as theirs broke.  He said OK and gave up his pot.  Later in the day two others came and told how they broke their table and chair so could they have his.  He said yes.  Over the next few hours others came and asked for the things he owned.  With reluctance he gave away all his things so that his hut was now empty.  The village elder came to him and asked if he would come outside for a bit.  When he went outside, he found his things arranged in a semi-circle in front of his hut with grinning and laughing people behind his things.  Confused the missionary just looked and the village elder said, “we just wanted to see if you really believed all those things, you have been telling us”.  From that time on when he held services all the villagers came.

Our task is to widen the love of God until the whole world has experienced that love.  The forces of evil have put up enough barriers to people experiencing the love of God-they do not need help from us.
Response to the Word: Would you commit this verse to memory?
Ephesians 2:8-10
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— 9not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
Closing Hymn: #666  Shalom to You
Benediction:   Go and be God’s welcome to everyone you encounter. Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
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Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
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Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson- 
Bob & Barb Cable

Don Olson
Melvin Pfister
 Akiko Ikeda 

Ralph Taylor & Georgeen Taylor
 Eric Walters
Mark Rieland 
Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Curt Mingle 

Deb Harding 
Michelle Reinhard
Members Who are Homebound Or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller 
Mary Ann Masson 
Juanita Alley
Darlene Reinhard
For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard
For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
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JULY MISSION OF THE MONTH:	CHRISTMAS IN JULY


We’re thinking Christmas in July with mission giving this month raising funds to purchase $25 gift cards that will be shared with area families before the holidays. The cards will be distributed primarily to needy families at the Northern Door Children’s Center, who can redeem them at the Piggly Wiggly. The director at NDCC says parents have often cried when receiving a card that will allow them to provide a nice Christmas dinner for their family. 


Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this local mission effort.











