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Worship  
August 1, 2021
                       Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Hymn  Many Gifts, One Spirit
Call to Worship:

L.
We have come together as one body.
P.
One people, gathered in the name of God.
L.
We will worship together as one body.
P.
One community, giving praise and honor to our God.
L.
One body and one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
          one God who is above all and through all and in all.

Hymn # 234 Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast 
Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Luzern (Rick) Richter 8/5
Scripture Readings: Exodus 16.1-4,9-15

The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from Elim; and Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had departed from the land of Egypt. 2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.’

4 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not.
9 Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, “Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.” ’ 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12‘I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, “At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.” ’

13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, ‘It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.

John 6:24-35

24So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus.

25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, when did you come here?’ 26Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.’ 28Then they said to him, ‘What must we do to perform the works of God?’ 29Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.’ 30So they said to him, ‘What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.” ’ 32Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’ 34They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’35 Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

Message:  Today’s reflection (on Exodus) will be some questions about the reading for you to think about by yourself or with others.

Exodus 16.1-3

16The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from Elim; and Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had departed from the land of Egypt. 2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.’

Thoughts:

Egypt was a place of anxiety, fear & repression but it was filled with food, and it was safe from foreign invaders.  The wilderness was a place of thirst, hunger & the unknown but it was where freedom lay.  The Hebrews were still unsure if they made the correct move by leaving Egypt.  They were still under the spell of the wealth, prestige & the extravagance of Egypt.  They saw Egypt’s glory, but they did not understand that that glory was going to bring their eventual death.  The glory of God will be seen by them in the wilderness because that is where they will find life and meaning.


Questions:  

1. What were the “good ol days” for you? What made them so good?

2. Not ever seeing the place where the Israelites were camped- how do you picture the wilderness?

3. When have you decided and then regretted it? How did you deal with that regret? 

 

Exodus 16.4,5

4 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.’

Thoughts:

The bread is called Manna. It is Hebrew word that means “what is it”.  Just as God told Moses that the name of God is ‘I am” so the bread that gives life is called a question.  The bread of Egypt is filling but costs you your freedom.  The bread of heaven is just as filling, and it provides freedom.  To teach the Hebrews about dependence on God the Manna was only good for one day.  The next day it must be collected again until the Sabbath eve when they can collect two days’ worth.  We can experience this “test” by God today if before making an important decision we take time to pray and ask for guidance and patience.

Questions:

1. What New Testament passage mentions this bread?

2.  When have you doubted Gods providence and took matters into your own hands to solve a problem.

Exodus 16.9-15
Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, “Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.” ’ 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12‘I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, “At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.” ’ 13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, ‘It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat
Thoughts:  

God is patient with the people and allows them to express their anxiety about leaving Egypt and going into the wilderness.  Going through the wilderness is where they will find new life but at this time hunger and thirst are causing great distress.  God is not angry with their asking forcefully for food at this time.  If after food was provided the people wanted rye bread instead of what God provided, then the Lord may deal with them differently.

God provides a diet of both meat & bread.  The meat is for strength & endurance & the bread is for energy.  The wilderness which at first seemed a threat is now a place of unusual nurture.  The manner of the food appearing and the need for it each day are transforming the people from dependence upon themselves to dependence on God.

Questions:  

1.  Is there a reason for meat at night & bread for morning?

2.  For the rest of this week make a special effort to thank God for the food you are about to eat.

3. Why provide food that last for just 1 day.

4. When are you most open to God’s leading- in feast or in famine Why?
Response to the Word: Think about your spiritual diet. Is it frozen, junk, microwave, baby, or leftover food?  What for you would be a well-balanced diet of spiritual food?
Closing Hymn:  #438 Forth in Thy Name, O Lord
Benediction:   Go and be God’s healing presence to everyone you encounter. Go in peace and serve the Lord

Calvary/Zion United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
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Alvin Allison (Al) Carmines, Jr., 1074
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Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson- 
Bob & Barb Cable-Don Olson--Melvin Pfister
 Akiko Ikeda -Ralph & Georgeen Taylor
 Eric Walters--Mark Rieland 
Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Eugene Gauger (Roy’s Brother)

Curt Mingle-- Deb Harding 
Jackie Hoover (sister of Judy Busey)
Members Who are Homebound or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller 
Mary Ann Masson Juanita Alley
Darlene Reinhard
For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick-Sam Walters-Scott Kokjohn
Ian Smith
Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
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Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast
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United Methodist Hymnal 438
WORDS: Charles Wesley, 1749
MUSIC (DUKE STREET, LM): John Hatton, 1793






AUGUST MISSION OF THE MONTH:


THANKSGIVING FOOD GIFT CARDS


Our mission giving this month will purchase $25 gift cards to share with area families in need before Thanksgiving. The cards will be distributed primarily to families at Northern Door Child Center, who can redeem them at the Piggly Wiggly. 





Director Cindy Trinkner-Peot said that the cards are a wonderful, life-saving thing.  “Many of our children are from homes with a single parent who may be un- or under-employed. While $25 may not sound like a great deal to many people, with careful planning, it will go a long way.”


Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this local mission effort.











