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Worship 
May 30, 2021
                          Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
 Jesus came that they may have life and have it abundantly.
Call to Worship: 
L. The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.

P.  Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me.
L.  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

P.   Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.

Hymn: #545 The Church’s One Foundation

Prayers for Others: Take time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Juanita Alley 6/1
Scripture: 
Acts 2:41-47

41So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Reflection:  Early Jerusalem Community 
The early chapters, of Acts includes several important summaries of the community's life and mission in Jerusalem.  These are snapshots not in-depth accounts of all of the activities of the early church in Jerusalem. In these accounts we see the primary purpose of their common life was to nurture Christian community. Their religious practices are instructive for us as we seek to form a nurturing community of believers in the 21st century. The main characteristics of this community life are the apostles teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, and sharing all things so that none went without

The Apostles teaching was a retelling of the acts of Jesus and how they personally affected each of them. 

 Fellowship is the believers sharing more than just common beliefs and core values. They care about one another's physical and spiritual wellbeing. They participate in each other’s life not intrusively or judgmentally but with love and humility. As a community they share each other’s joys and sorrows. Different believers are transformed and united through the Holy Spirit in their midst. 

Breaking of Bread is sharing in table fellowship where all find enough to eat and a welcome at the table.  

Prayers were the worship life of the community.

One commentator said that “teaching, fellowship sharing goods and prayers are religious practices of a repentant Israel”.  Each of these practices is an expression of forgiveness and demonstrates gratitude for their new life in Christ. 

The selling of goods and sharing with each other so none has need is reminiscent of the Old Testament concept of Jubilee found in Leviticus 25:1-15. In Jubilee the land was to rest, slaves and prisoners would be freed, debts would be forgiven, and property would be returned to the original owners. This was to make sure that all the people would practically have enough to live and it showed how the mercies of God would be particularly manifest.

We may not be able to follow the exact practices of this early church in Jerusalem however we can organize our congregations around the spiritual practices of this early Jerusalem community of believers. 
We can practice the spiritual disciplines of: 

· Fellowship

· Prayer

· Giving

· Worship

· Service

When Jesus left this world, He told His followers to make disciples of all nations in order to transform the world. Whatever organizational structure we adopt we must keep Jesus’ command foremost in our thinking and planning.

Response to the Word: 
Closing Hymn: #2222 The Servant Song
Benediction: Go forth in the power of the Holy Spirit!  Proclaim the gospel throughout the earth!  Serve the Lord with gladness, with deeds of mercy and justice!
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith
Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson- Bob & Barb Cable

Don Olson-- Melvin Pfister-- Akiko Ikeda 

Ralph Taylor& Georgeen Taylor-- Eric Walters-- Mark Rieland 
Jeff Morse (Brother-in-Law to Myrtle) --Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Curt Mingle--Deb Harding 
Michelle Reinhard
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller Mary Ann Masson Juanita Alley-Darlene Reinhard

For Those Who Are in Mourning

Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marine Corps
Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army
David Norwick

Navy
Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard
For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
MAY MISSION OF THE MONTH:

SALVATION ARMY

The Mission of the Month for May will benefit the Salvation Army in Door County. Their work directly assists local families in many ways, including camps and recreation programs, food assistance, holiday programs, housing aid, activity centers and adult rehabilitation. Forbes magazine ranked the Salvation Army fourth in its 2020 list of the 100 top charities in the U.S.
Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this local mission effort.
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WORDS: Richard Gillard (Matt. 20:26) THE SERVANT SONG
MUSIC: Richard Gillard 87.87

© 1977 Scripture in Song (a div. of Integrity Music, Inc.)






