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Worship  
June 6, 2021
                       Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Hymn #327 Crown Him with Many Crowns
Word of Hope

We will hunger and thirst no more; the sun will not strike us, nor the scorching heat; for the lamb at the center will be our shepherd and he will guide us to the springs of the water of life. Blessing and glory and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever.
Hymn # 152 I Sing the Almighty Power of God

Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Bruce Fenner 6/12
Scripture: 
I Samuel 8.1-22
When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2The name of his firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beer-sheba. 3Yet his sons did not follow in his ways but turned aside after gain; they took bribes and perverted justice.

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 5and said to him, ‘You are old, and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other nations.’ 6But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, ‘Give us a king to govern us.’ Samuel prayed to the Lord, 7and the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. 8Just as they have done to me, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also, they are doing to you. 9Now then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.’

10 So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him for a king. 11He said, ‘These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his chariots; 12and he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plough his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. 13He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his courtiers. 15He will take one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and his courtiers. 16He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and donkeys, and put them to his work. 17He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 18And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; but the Lord will not answer you in that day.’19 But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, ‘No! but we are determined to have a king over us, 20so that we also may be like other nations, and that our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.’ 21When Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he repeated them in the ears of the Lord. 22The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Listen to their voice and set a king over them.’ Samuel then said to the people of Israel, ‘Each of you return home.’

Message: So, You Want a King?

Rulers do not use God’s power; God’s power uses them
After reading the passage in Samuel we would wonder why the people would want a king after hearing about all of the things that would follow after they had chosen a king. What they wanted was a government that would be led by a combination of a hero and a wise leader. At this time in their history the tribes of Israel had been led by Judges. Some of them were very good at leading military adventures but not very good at applying the Law fairly. Some of the judges had good common sense, good morals and ethics and could interpret the law fairly. Yet unfortunately what happened too often was that the judges could not combine the role of hero and wise leader. The leaders of the various tribes looked around them and noticed that the nations with kings or better at keeping their people safe. Being safe meant not being harassed by other non-Hebrew nations. So that the possibility a king (by extension a government led by a king) would demand of them property, food, their own children to be in an army and have powers that were not given to the judges; was a price they were willing to pay.

The problem the Elders of the tribes and Samuel are facing is  the use and misuse of power. From the first Judge to the last Judge in book of Judges, you will notice there is a decreasing ability on the part of the judges in both wisdom and military skill. Power and great power is very difficult to have and use appropriately.  Power brings with it the temptation to use it inappropriately. Most of the time it is used inappropriately is not for personal gain but for the “greater good”.  Jesus’s time of temptation in the wilderness was about the use of God’s power.  Hunger and the fear of not having enough food for yourself.  Safety for your family from forces seemingly outside of your control. Then about the use of power over humanity.  Jesus could have had control over the world and he rejected that use of divine power. Jesus used God’s power in his ministry to bring healing, hope and new life to people and He did it with humility.  

In our personal life or as a country when we want some person or group to use controlling power to make all things right for us, we need to think long and hard about the implications for the long term.

Over the next few weeks, we will see how the government by king worked out for the tribes of Israel.

Communion: You can pick up Communion Elements at either church.
Response to the Word: Think of someone this week that you could offer a word or gesture of healing.
Closing Hymn: #634 Now, Let Us from this table Rise vs. 1,2,4
Benediction:   May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley, Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

Akiko Ikeda ,

Ralph Taylor, Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters, Mark Rieland

Jeff Morse (Brother-in-Law to Myrtle)

Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Curt Mingle, Deb Harding
Sharon McColllom
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marine Corps
Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army
David Norwick

Navy
Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard
For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
MAY MISSION OF THE MONTH:

SALVATION ARMY

The Mission of the Month for May will benefit the Salvation Army in Door County. Their work directly assists local families in many ways, including camps and recreation programs, food assistance, holiday programs, housing aid, activity centers and adult rehabilitation. Forbes magazine ranked the Salvation Army fourth in its 2020 list of the 100 top charities in the U.S.
Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this local mission effort.
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