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Worship  
June 20, 2021
                       Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Hymn # 393 Spirit of the Living God
Call to Worship:


M.   The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold* of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
P. I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.  Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!

Prayer:  For Father’s Day
M. We cherish the love of our fathers.
P: Thank God for fathers who comfort and encourage.
M: Thank God for fathers who build character and inspire us to greatness.
P: Thank God for fathers who teach morality and model decency.
M: Thank God for fathers who lovingly convince boys to become men.
P: Thank God for brave fathers who have the courage to resist being absent.
All: Lord, on this Father’s Day, may we encourage more men in our community to pick up the mantle of fatherhood! 

Hymn: # 141 Children of the Heavenly Father
Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Rosella Trotter 6/21, Donna Koehler 6/24, Lee Basten 6/25, Myrtle Clark 6/26
Scripture: II Samuel 11:1-15
David Commits Adultery with Bathsheba

11In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.

2 It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking about on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very beautiful. 3David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, ‘This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.’ 4So David sent messengers to fetch her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she returned to her house. 5The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, ‘I am pregnant.’

6 So David sent word to Joab, ‘Send me Uriah the Hittite.’ And Joab sent Uriah to David. 7When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how the war was going. 8Then David said to Uriah, ‘Go down to your house, and wash your feet.’ Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a present from the king. 9But Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord and did not go down to his house. 10When they told David, ‘Uriah did not go down to his house’, David said to Uriah, ‘You have just come from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?’ 11Uriah said to David, ‘The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do such a thing.’ 12Then David said to Uriah, ‘Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.’ So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, 13David invited him to eat and drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.

David Has Uriah Killed

14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15In the letter he wrote, ‘Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, so that he may be struck down and die.’

Message: David as King

Rulers do not use God’s power; God’s power uses them
David could not believe that a mercenary would have more integrity than himself.  David’s crime of using his power to seduce Uriah’s wife was compounded by her becoming pregnant.  David attempts to solve his problem by have Uriah lay with his wife. Uriah messes up David’s plan A by not taking comfort when his men were at the siege of Rabbah. Plan B was to have the leader of the army put Uriah in the frontline and arrange to have the enemy kill him.  This is one of the worst examples of someone in power using that power to satisfy their own desires.  David as King had the power to do all the things mentioned in this passage without worrying about someone calling him to account.  One person did however call him out, Nathan the Prophet.  

In chapter 12 Nathan comes to give David a message from God.  It was a simple message but given in a way that avoided David killing Nathan outright.  When Nathan finishes condemning David’s actions David repents all he had done but the consequences of his abuse of his power continued for the rest of his life.  

He began his Kingship as Saul did in a very positive manner.  After Saul died in battle the tribes of Israel were in great disarray.  David was able to combine the tribes into one country, fight off all of the countries that came against Israel and secure the area he controlled from invaders.  By the time he enlarged the realm and defeated his enemies he was still a young man.  He made Jerusalem, which sat in the middle of both the southern and northern tribes, the capital of the new country.  He formed a government structure and ruled for many years.

The consequences of conquering his neighbors plagued his kingship.  Given the time and the placement of his country in the middle of various warring countries fighting was the only way to have a secure place for his people to live.  

I think the decisions David had to make and actions he had to take as King contributed to his temptation to use his power (at times) in unethical and immoral ways.  When we make decisions and pursue courses of action, we need to remember that others are watching us.  The ones who are watching what we are doing the most are in our family. As  leaders in our families or  leaders in government we have to both say and do the right things.  David had issues with his family, especially with his sons. One assaulted and raped his half-sister. One killed his brother and revolted against David. One tried to claim the throne as David was at the end of his life.   The accounts of David as the King are not all complementary nor are they all critical.  His accomplishments were very good, and his problems came as he believed because he was in total power he could do as he wanted.  God was not pleased with David, but God never deserted him, nor did God give up on Gods’ people.   God will also not give up on us because we cannot be separated from the love of God.

Our belief that Jesus is Lord compels us to act in a humble and sacrificial manner to connect people with God.  If we are going to be leaders in this community, we have use what power we have in a way that shows that our behavior is consistent with our beliefs.  

Response to the Word: Does your behavior match your belief in Jesus as Lord?
Closing Hymn: #555 Forward Through the Ages
Benediction:   Go with the assurance that you are held in the center of God’s love today. Know the joy, freedom, and power of walking by faith and in faithfulness.
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley, Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

Akiko Ikeda ,

Ralph Taylor, Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters, Mark Rieland

Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Curt Mingle, Deb Harding
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marine Corps
Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army
David Norwick

Navy
Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard
For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
JUNE MISSION OF THE MONTH:

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB

The Mission of the Month for June will benefit the Boys and Girls Club of Door County, whose after-school and summer programming helps 5- to18-year-old members achieve academic success, healthy lifestyles, good character and citizenship. The mission of the club’s staff is to help children and youth become inspired, empowered, impacted, collaborative and fun in a safe, healthy environment


Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this local mission effort.
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