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Worship  
June 13, 2021
                       Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Hymn #378 Amazing Grace vs. 1-4 & 6
Word of Hope

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold* of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.  Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!
Hymn # 451 Be Thou My Vision
Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory: What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Curt Mingle 6/16, Karen Sandstrom 6/19, Dennis Wojahn 6/19 
Scripture: I Samuel 11:9-13,13:8-14,15:10,11,22-23
9They said to the messengers who had come, ‘Thus shall you say to the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead: “Tomorrow, by the time the sun is hot, you shall have deliverance.” ’ When the messengers came and told the inhabitants of Jabesh, they rejoiced. 10So the inhabitants of Jabesh said, ‘Tomorrow we will give ourselves up to you, and you may do to us whatever seems good to you.’ 11The next day Saul put the people in three companies. At the morning watch they came into the camp and cut down the Ammonites until the heat of the day; and those who survived were scattered, so that no two of them were left together.

12 The people said to Samuel, ‘Who is it that said, “Shall Saul reign over us?” Give them to us so that we may put them to death.’ 13But Saul said, ‘No one shall be put to death this day, for today the Lord has brought deliverance to Israel.’

8 He waited for seven days, the time appointed by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and the people began to slip away from Saul. 9So Saul said, ‘Bring the burnt-offering here to me, and the offerings of well-being.’ And he offered the burnt-offering. 10As soon as he had finished offering the burnt-offering, Samuel arrived; and Saul went out to meet him and salute him. 11Samuel said, ‘What have you done?’ Saul replied, ‘When I saw that the people were slipping away from me, and that you did not come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines were mustering at Michmash, 12I said, “Now the Philistines will come down upon me at Gilgal, and I have not entreated the favor of the Lord”; so I forced myself, and offered the burnt-offering.’ 13Samuel said to Saul, ‘You have done foolishly; you have not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which he commanded you. The Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel forever, 14but now your kingdom will not continue; the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart; and the Lord has appointed him to be ruler over his people, because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you.’

Saul Rejected as King

10 The word of the Lord came to Samuel: 11‘I regret that I made Saul king, for he has turned back from following me, and has not carried out my commands.’ Samuel was angry; and he cried out to the Lord all night. 22And Samuel said, ‘Has the Lord as great delight in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obedience to the voice of the Lord? Surely, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.23 For rebellion is no less a sin than divination, and stubbornness is like iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD he has also rejected you from being king.’

Message: Saul as King

Rulers do not use God’s power; God’s power uses them
The tribal elders asked Samuel to give them a king because the tribal organization could not cope with the threat of the Philistines.  The Philistines had gained control over much of the tribal lands and imposed various laws to keep the Israelites under control.  An example was that only Philistine blacksmiths could make items of iron and so the Israelites could not make effective weapons.

Saul was of humble origins from the smallest tribe of Israel.  His anointing came as a surprise.  He soon discovered that he had great courage and skill in combat.  He spent all of his kingship at war with the Philistines or the surrounding non-Hebrew tribes. While Saul was king, he seems to have made no effort to change the internal structure of governance.  The tribal organization was left alone except for the raising of troops for war.  Saul did not build a great palace or government center.  His capital was a fortress not a palace with a court. 

Saul’s disintegration into madness came about from two primary causes.  One was his paranoia.  He saw others as a threat to take away his power.  This paranoia accelerated when David came on the scene.  The other was his on and off relationship to Samuel and the priesthood.  Saul chafed at the restraints put on him by Samuel and yet he feared that he would lose God’s blessing if he did not listen to Samuel.  

Saul began his career as a warrior king very well and freed many villages from Philistine control but by the end of his reign the Israelites were in worse shape than before he became king.

King Saul’s reign came to an end at the battle of mount Gilboa where he, and his three sons and most of his army were killed and scattered. Saul kills himself after he is wounded not because he was a coward but because he was worried his enemies would ridicule him before killing him.  From the moment that his life began to present difficulties for him he had thought of them not as challenges to be met but his troubles to be avoided. He had started his career with every great expectation and in humility but as time went on, he became more and more ego centric. Every experience was measured in terms of what it did to him personally and how it made him look.  Saul over time had become very selfish and stubborn. 

Civic leaders today have a difficult balancing job in the performance of their duties.  They need to know and be informed by their Christian (other religious or moral values) when they make civic decisions.  Civic leaders need to remain humble, flexible and see themselves as servants not masters.

Response to the Word: How can you become a leader in your community?
Closing Hymn: #671 Lord Dismiss Us with thy Blessing.
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Benediction:   May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen
United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley, Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

Akiko Ikeda ,

Ralph Taylor, Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters, Mark Rieland

Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Curt Mingle, Deb Harding
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marine Corps
Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army
David Norwick

Navy
Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard
For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
JUNE MISSION OF THE MONTH:

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB

The Mission of the Month for June will benefit the Boys and Girls Club of Door County, whose after-school and summer programming helps 5- to18-year-old members achieve academic success, healthy lifestyles, good character and citizenship. The mission of the club’s staff is to help children and youth become inspired, empowered, impacted, collaborative and fun in a safe, healthy environment


Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this local mission effort.
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