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Pentecost 
May 23, 2021
                          Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Opening Prayer: Come Holy Spirit our hearts inspire and lighten us with celestial fire.  

Hymn: #334 Sweet, Sweet Spirit
   Affirmation of Faith-- Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we will lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,* and we will run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of* the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

Hymn:  #57   O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing  
Prayers for Others: Take time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  
What will you offer to God this week?

Birthdays: Eric Dietrich 5/26, Jeremy Dart 5/27, Gary Schulze 5/27
Scripture: Acts 2:1-12
2When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ 13But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 4 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 
16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:17 “In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit;  and they shall prophesy.19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Reflection:   Pentecost  
The image of a birthday has often been used to help explain Pentecost.  It is a good and useful image, yet I would like to offer a different one.   Think of Pentecost as an event that is a beginning that is so powerful that it is an ending. There are a number of events in our life that are such powerful beginnings that they are an ending of a segment of history or life.  Even more than being married when you become a parent you begin something that is so strong that it is an ending.  You will be a parent until you pass on.  That decision to be a parent may or may not involve having biological children.  The decision and the carrying out of adoption changes a person.  Even for those who will not adopt but are willing to help raise the young have made a new beginning. 

There are others that are not as dramatic such as graduation, working in a field totally different than your college degree, moving to a different part of the country or out of country or retirement. You can think back on your life and see where a beginning ended a segment of your life. 

With that image of a beginning that was an ending in mind recall the day of Pentecost.  When the 12 and other original followers received the Holy Spirits power, they began to be disciples and ended their former lives. The power they received was to be used to proclaim that in Jesus’ birth the Kingdom of God had come.  In Jesus’ death and resurrection, the power the fear of death had over people was ended. Their message was not just a retelling of history but an invitation to join a new community where they could find a more abundant life. It was the beginning of the new way to be in relationship to God, each other, and the world. This community would put aside former ways of being in relationships. Followers were not to use power and pride but love and humility to base their relationships on.

Think again about your experience with a beginning that was an ending. Even though you could not go back to the former still you could take with you into the future helpful things from the past. When I was 15, I joined a Conservative Baptist Church in Chicago.  Various life experiences have moved me away from their idea of the Bible and theology in general, yet I still retain my appreciation of the Bible and the care from adult leaders in youth group. At Pentecost the first followers knew that they were now relating to God in a different way than before, but they knew it was the same God who created the world and gave the Law and formed the Hebrews into a people that was to be the light to the world.  They took with them into the future what was helpful from the past.

The Holy Spirit is as alive in the church as it was on Pentecost and so is our mission.  We are to proclaim in word and deed the that the Kingdom of God has come, and our life will be more abundant as we live as if the Kingdom is here fully.

Response to the Word: Write down 5 of your most deeply held beliefs.
Closing Hymn: #404 Every Time I feel the Spirit.
Benediction: Go forth in the power of the Holy Spirit!  Proclaim the gospel throughout the earth!  Serve the Lord with gladness, with deeds of mercy and justice!
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Sweet, Sweet Spirit

334

WORDS: Doris Akers, 1962
MUSIC: Doris Akers, 1962

® 1962 Manna Music, Inc.
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith
Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson- Bob & Barb Cable

Don Olson-- Melvin Pfister-- Akiko Ikeda 

Ralph Taylor& Georgeen Taylor-- Eric Walters-- Mark Rieland 
Jeff Morse (Brother-in-Law to Myrtle) --Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Curt Mingle--Deb Harding 
Michelle Reinhard
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller Mary Ann Masson Juanita Alley-Darlene Reinhard

For Those Who Are in Mourning

Michael & Jolene Morris
On the death of his sister Sharon McCollom

Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marine Corps
Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army
David Norwick

Navy
Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard
For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
MAY MISSION OF THE MONTH:

SALVATION ARMY

The Mission of the Month for May will benefit the Salvation Army in Door County. Their work directly assists local families in many ways, including camps and recreation programs, food assistance, holiday programs, housing aid, activity centers and adult rehabilitation. Forbes magazine ranked the Salvation Army fourth in its 2020 list of the 100 top charities in the U.S.
Contributions, marked Mission of the Month, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this local mission effort.
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O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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WORDS: Charles Wesley, 1739 AZMON
MUSIC:  Carl G. Glaser; axr. by Lowell Mason, 1839 M

Alt. tune: RICHMOND




[image: image5.png]'SANCTIFYING AND PERFECTING GRACE

404

Every Time I Feel the Spirit
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and right back.






