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Fourth Sunday In Lent
March 14, 2021
                          Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome:  Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in Him.
Call to worship: 

L: Come to worship this day. Bring with you all your joys and sorrows.
P: Jesus will offer hope.
L: Come to worship this day believing in the power of God through Jesus Christ.
P: Jesus will bring us healing.
L: Come to worship this day feeling the presence of God.
P: Jesus will teach us new ways to live

Prayer of Confession
O God, source of life and grace, we are aware that we are, at times, prisoners of fear and habit. Through the healing touch of Christ, set us free to live and to love, that we may be the people you have created us to be.

Assurance of Pardon: 
If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;
and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

Hymn: #269 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days VS. 1, 4, 5
Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?

Birthdays:  Bonnie Reinhard 3/14, Elly Kiehnau 3/19, Sandra Dirks 3/19


Scripture   Matthew 4:1-11

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ 4But he answered, ‘It is written, “One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, “He will command his angels concerning you”, and “On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’7Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” ’8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.’ 10Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ’11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.
I John 2:15-17
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of the Father is not in those who love the world; 16for all that is in the world—the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, the pride in riches—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17And the world and its desire are passing away, but those who do the will of God live forever.
Reflection:  Mt. of Temptation
The conflict between Jesus and Satan is a conflict between the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of this world, which is the main point Matthew is making in his Gospel.  In all three temptations Satan is not trying to raise doubts in Jesus’s mind, but is making his argument on the fact that Jesus is the Son of God. Satan attempts to dictate what it means for Jesus to be the Son of God. 
In the first challenge Satan is saying “if you are the Messiah then give bread to the entire world like God did for those in the wilderness”. Jesus’ response (our life must be nourished by more than just food) does not mean that He cares little about feeding hungry people.  Jesus knows that in addition to bread people need hope and meaning and purpose. If Jesus would use the power Satan wants to give him then all He will do is just give bread. In Johns Gospel Jesus says that “I came to give life and to give it more abundantly” (John 10:10). As I said above this conflict is between two very different kingdoms. 
The challenge Satan tries next is to have Jesus jump off the highest point of the Temple in front of a crowd and have the angels gently have Jesus float down. This act would make Jesus a miracle worker not the redeemer. Satan is offering Jesus a chance to fulfill his mission in a more dramatic and convincing fashion.  Years later Jesus will be confronted with the temptation to use angelic help at Gethsemane.  Jesus rejects the idea both here and at Gethsemane. Jesus will not use His power to shortcut God’s plan of redemption.
I read this passage in a confirmation class and one of the youth wondered if Jesus could just cross his fingers and promise to worship Satan? I told her that if you worship Satan then you follow Satan’s commands and most of all you work to accomplish Satan’s plans for humanity. When Jesus answered Satan, he was stating that God’s commands would be followed and God’s plan for humanity was what Jesus would work to fulfill. 
This temptation, to have ultimate power, seems easy to resist.  However, the temptation to use our power to manipulate people or events is something we do too often.  Leaders must learn that with the power to affect the lives of others that power must be used with humility and love.
Jesus was not about to use Satan’s power to change the world.  Jesus knows that God’s plan for redemption-God’s plan for a future with hope-uses tools that give life and meaning to us all.  

The events at the Mt. of Temptation are a continuation of the question God asked Abraham at Mt Moriah-do you trust that I have the future with hope? 

Next week at the Sermon on the Mt. we will have a short course on our relationship to God and our fellow human beings.
Response to the Word:   What three things could cause you to disbelieve that God has a future for us and one with hope.
Closing Hymn: # 430 O master Let Me walk With Thee
Benediction:  Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, make you complete in everything good so that you may do Gods will, that which is pleasing in God’s sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Text: Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898, alt.
Tune (ST. FLAVIAN, CM): John’s Day Psalter, 1562; harm. based on the original faux-bourdon setting
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Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda , 

Ralph Taylor, Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters, Mark Rieland
Jeff Morse (Brother-in-Law to Myrtle)

Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Claire Murphy-Knee replacement

Curt Mingle, Deb Harding
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military
and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard
For all of you who provide support 

Thanks to you ALL! 
MARCH MISSION OF THE MONTH:

ASSISTANCE FOR COVID-19 VICTIMS

Because COVID-19 victims often experience financial difficulties in addition to their illness, the Mission of the Month for March will benefit local agencies that help to meet these needs. Calvary and Zion are asking for donations that will go to agencies such as Northern Door Children’s Center, Koinonia Kupboard, the Door County Community Foundation, Help of Door County and We Are Hope (Door County Job Center). When COVID-19 victims lose time at work – or perhaps lose their jobs – they may need help with rent, utilities, gas and food. Women and children who are victims of domestic violence might usually seek safety with family or friends – something not always possible during the pandemic. In emergencies, agencies need to pay for motel rooms.

Contributions, marked Assistance for COVID-19 Victims, can be sent to Calvary UMC, Box 168, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212.
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This tune in a lower key, No. 364.

Baptist Hymnal 1991 279
WORDS: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918
MUSIC (MARYTON 8.8.8.8.(.M.)): H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898



 


