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April 18, 2021
                          Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Call to Worship: 
L. When we are confused
P. Lord, give us peace.
L. When we are afraid
P. Lord, give us peace.
L. When we are lost in grief
P. Lord, give us peace.
All: O God, meet us in this room and grant us peace!

Affirmation of Faith: 
We follow Christ, whom God sent to teach and heal, to show us a new way of living, with love and trust and courage, with joy and generosity. 
In this faith Jesus gave of himself, even his very life. He was crucified and buried; yet God raised him from death, and he lives among us, and grants his spirit to us
HYMN # 2162 Grace Alone
Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?

Scripture: James 2
Warning against Partiality

2My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, ‘Have a seat here, please’, while to the one who is poor you say, ‘Stand there’, or, ‘Sit at my feet’, 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you?

8 You do well if you really fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. 11For the one who said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’, also said, ‘You shall not murder.’ Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgement will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgement.

Faith without Works Is Dead

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

18 But someone will say, ‘You have faith and I have works.’ Show me your faith without works, and I by my works will show you my faith. 19You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder. 20Do you want to be shown, you senseless person, that faith without works is barren? 21Was not our ancestor Abraham justified by works when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was brought to completion by the works. 23Thus the scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness’, and he was called the friend of God. 24You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25Likewise, was not Rahab the prostitute also justified by works when she welcomed the messengers and sent them out by another road? 26For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is also dead.

Birthdays: Todd Desotelle 4/20

Reflection: Beyond Appearance  
I have been surprised and sometimes ashamed of the judgements I have made of people based on appearance. I recall in Viet Nam a PFC we called pig pen because he was always dirty.  His utilities would be new and in no time, they would be muddy and torn.  In a fire fight I discovered he had bravery that many of us lacked.  I recall thinking another pastor was not very bright because he could not speak English clearly.  As I spent some time with him, I discovered he was brilliant.  

You can probably think of a time you made a judgement based on a person’s appearance and were wrong.  When that happens, it reminds us to look beyond appearance.  In the first century the way a person dressed told you what class they were in the society.  It was difficult for the first century church because both the wealthy and slaves could be at the same service.  In the normal course of life neither would have to be in the same room and if they were the wealthy and powerful would be given a place of importance.  

It was the custom to have important people (either because of position or wealth) sit closer to the host or if at a dinner the food.  This custom basis the importance of a person on what they have or what they can do for you. God created human beings out of the earth and blew into them the breath of life.  A human being is both divine and dust. The value of a human is that we are created by God and as a poster said in the 70’s “God didn’t make no junk”. James is his congregation to stop evaluating people on their appearance or how they are dressed because to do so would be favoritism. Favoritism in the ancient world meant making judgements based on external appearance.  James wants the behavior of favoritism to stop.  He also wants the leaders to know why it should stop.  This practice contradicts God’s own attitude because God delights to shower grace on those whom the world has discarded. 

In Deuteronomy 10.17-18, Moses tells the Israelites “17For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, 18who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them with food and clothing”. In Leviticus 19:15-18 we see God’s attitude toward favoritism--- You shall not render an unjust judgement; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. 16You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the Lord. You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 18You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. James calls the church to embody Gods’ attitude.

I believe this letter was written for the whole church but mostly to the leaders. It is the leaders that must embody the change in how we see other individuals and our relationship to them.  

The first generation of Christians knew the Resurrection was real because they saw it or heard from those who did see it.  Subsequent generations needed to be able to experience the Resurrection by hearing the Word and seeing their leaders practicing the new attitude towards people the Word brought. If the leaders demonstrated acts that ran counter to the preaching and teaching of Jesus one would lose belief and the society would think Christians were phony.   To move beyond appearance people, need to see Jesus’ in the actions of leaders in the Christian community. 

Throughout the years some have felt that James is downplaying or ignoring faith. I believe James is saying that Jesus will only be seen if His followers make Him manifest (able to be seen) in our actions (works).  Faith gives us the energy and courage to remove the veil that causes us to see people other than children of God.   
Response to the Word: : The Scripture tells us to “love our neighbor”. How would you define neighbor? 
Closing Hymn: # 2182 We are Called
Benediction:   Go now as God’s chosen witnesses to testify that Christ has been raised
and that we are raised with him. 
Do not look for him among the dead but be glad and rejoice in his salvation. And may God raise you from all that would entomb you.
May Christ Jesus call you by name and go ahead of you; And may the Holy Spirit empower you for all that is good. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord,
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley, Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda , 

Ralph Taylor, Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters, Mark Rieland

Jeff Morse (Brother-in-Law to Myrtle)

Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Claire Murphy-Knee replacement

Curt Mingle, Deb Harding
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marine Corps
Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army
David Norwick

Navy
Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard
For all of you who provide support 

Thanks to you ALL! 

APRIL MISSION OF THE MONTH:

ASSISTANCE FOR DISASTER VICTIMS

The Mission of the Month for April will benefit the Midwest Mission Distribution Center that was established in 2000 to provide disaster relief supplies that meet basic human needs “around the world and around the corner.” It is one of nine cooperating depots in the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) supply network and also partners with five other relief agencies. All supplies are given free of charge, regardless of gender, race or religion.

Donations to the mission are used to purchase items in bulk at greatly reduced costs.
Contributions, marked Midwest Mission Distribution Center, can be sent to Calvary UMC, 4650 County Rd. E, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this mission effort.
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