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April 11, 2021
                          Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Greeting:
Welcome and Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Call to Worship: 

L. We gather as God’s beloved children –
C. However glad we are, however out of sorts we are.
L. We come together as a people whom Jesus calls into community 
C. So this becomes a place where all are welcome.
L. We have come to give thanks, to pray and sing, to be with one another
C. Let us worship God.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Psalm 119:103-107


I have not departed from your laws, for you yourself have taught me.  How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! I gain understanding from your precepts; therefore, I hate every wrong path. Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. I have taken an oath and confirmed it, that I will follow your righteous laws. I have suffered much; preserve my life, Lord, according to your word. Accept, Lord, the willing praise of my mouth, and teach me your laws.

HYMN #600 Wonderful Words of Life    
Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?

Scripture: James 1:17-27
17 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfilment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.

19 You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls.
22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.

26 If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

Birthdays: Pauline Peterson 4/13, Emmett Moroney 4/13, Marcy Rose Desotelle 4/14, Roger Hugg 4/15

Reflection: Beyond Belief-Hearing and Doing 
The main point James is making in the scripture section is that hearing and doing are parts of the same action.  That action is making God known to the world through our lifestyle.  The only way people will “see” God is through us as we live our daily lives.  Another way to put it is we need to make our beliefs match our behavior.

Let’s say during the beginning of the Pandemic a prominent person said they believed that wearing a mask, keeping socially distant, not gathering in big groups and encouraged us all to do the same. Then they were seen at a big dinner gathering in a public place without a mask and not social distant we would doubt they really believed what they said publicly.
To paraphrase verses 23,24-- If one does not conduct themselves in accordance with the Word they have heard that Word sticks with them about as much as mirror image sticks to a person who has seen themselves in a mirror. The Word like their reflection would soon be forgotten. There was no mirror in the ancient world as we know it today. The reflections of one’s face would be a wavey image seen as from a shiny metal or reflecting body of water. The Word is the attitude and actual sayings of Jesus. 
James gives us a practical example of making God known to the world in verse 27 and the reason for doing so. Because widows and orphans cannot provide the essentials for themselves the church must provide for them. By caring for the powerless we imitate God. One test of true religion is the degree we extend aid to the helpless. James is not downplaying faith he is reminding us that the confirmation of our faith is in the daily life of love of neighbor. James believes the Church will be capable of moving hearts and minds of people by living a life well pleasing to God.  
Response to the Word: Note this week how your behavior has matched your beliefs.
Closing Hymn: # 402 Lord, I Want To be a Christian 
Benediction:   May the loving power of God, which raised Jesus to new life,
strengthen you in hope, enrich you with his love, and fill you with joy in the faith.
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2. Wonderful Words of Life
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1. Sing them o -ver a -gain to me, Won-der- ful words of Life;
2. Christ, the bless-ed One, gives to all Won-der - ful words of Life;
3. Sweet -ly ech - o the gos - pel call, Won-der - ful words of Life;
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Let me more of theirbeau - ty see, Won-der-ful words of Life.
Sin - ner, list to the lov - ing call, Won-der-ful words of Life.
Of - fer par-don and peace to ali, Won-der - ful words of Life.
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope
Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley, Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson, Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda , 

Ralph Taylor, Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters, Mark Rieland

Jeff Morse (Brother-in-Law to Myrtle)

Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Claire Murphy-Knee replacement

Curt Mingle, Deb Harding
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities.

Evelyn Mueller, Mary Ann Masson

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Family of Margot Goode

Family of Peter Bush

Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard
For all of you who provide support 

Thanks to you ALL! 

APRIL MISSION OF THE MONTH:

ASSISTANCE FOR DISASTER VICTIMS

The Mission of the Month for April will benefit the Midwest Mission Distribution Center that was established in 2000 to provide disaster relief supplies that meet basic human needs “around the world and around the corner.” It is one of nine cooperating depots in the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) supply network and also partners with five other relief agencies. All supplies are given free of charge, regardless of gender, race or religion.

Donations to the mission are used to purchase items in bulk at greatly reduced costs.
Contributions, marked Midwest Mission Distribution Center, can be sent to Calvary UMC, 4650 County Rd. E, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212, or designated as Mission of the Month in the Sunday offering. Thank you for your generous response to this mission effort.
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