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 Transfiguration Sunday
February 14, 2021
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome:  Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in Him. 
Call to Worship:

Prayer (Unison) 
God of all power, you are the One who called this world into being and we acknowledge that you have no equal in the extent of your power. Yet, you want to share your power—your strength—with those who are powerless; you ache to heal the brokenhearted and to bind up the wounds of the lost and rejected folk of this world. Such radical love leaves us speechless, but you gave it human form and shape in the person of Jesus, in whom your promises of healing and empowerment were fulfilled. We give you thanks and praise for blessing our lives in this way, and we pray that in Jesus and through the power of the Holy Spirit, we too can care and empower the powerless, and bearers of hope to those whose lives are filled with despair and hopelessness. May this time of worship be a true expression of our desire to praise and glorify you, O God, for the many ways in which you bless us, and may our lives reveal our gratitude in all we think, and do, and say. This we pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

— written by Moira Laidlaw

Hymn:  Shine Jesus Shine
Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Peter Peterson 2/7, David Pitchford 2/9
Scripture:  Isaiah 40:27-31
27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, ‘My way is hidden from the Lord, and my right is disregarded by my God’?  28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.29 He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.30 Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 31 but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
Mark 1:29-39
Jesus Heals Many at Simon’s House

29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.32 That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.

A Preaching Tour in Galilee

35 In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they found him, they said to him, ‘Everyone is searching for you.’ 38He answered, ‘Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.’ 39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.

Message:  Jesus has power over illness

Feeling sick is bad enough but when it stops you from doing normal activities it becomes worse. Simon’s mother-in-law could not do her normal activity of greeting and welcoming the guests to her house. Her being able to serve her guests showed she was restored to her normal self and duties.  The men were capable of getting some food and drink for themselves but to let her serve them allowed her to keep her dignity.  
The accounts of Jesus’ healing are important for two reasons besides the person’s health being better.  One was to restore the person to their place in the society. A person with leprosy would be shunned by the community. Certain physical disabilities or injuries made one unable to be a part of worship. When Jesus healed he relieved the physical pain and restored people to full participation in the community.  

 The other was to separate illness from the belief that illness indicates God’s displeasure with someone or worse God punishing someone. In Jesus’ time it was believed that if you had good health, children, financially well off, and lived to an old age then you were blessed by God.  You were also blessed by God if you were pious and observed the laws and customs.  The down side of this belief was that if you became ill or born with a disability it might be because God was displeased with you or your parents (see John 9.1-3). When Jesus healed He restored people to the community and showed that nobody deserves to be sick and that illness was not a punishment.  

When Jesus died and rose again He was healing.  He put to an end the fear of death and formed a new community were love and humility are the basis of relationships.  Jesus did not ask if someone was good enough to be a part of this community.  The fact that none of us are good enough demonstrates God’s love “while we were yet sinners Christ died for us”. 
For us today, as followers, it is our task to heal in Jesus name--not judge.
Response to the Word: How can you be involved in a healing ministry?
Communion: Go to the Communion sheet –Lord’s Supper—If you cannot come to the church to pick up the elements you can still  use the outline below
Closing Hymn:  Healer of Our Every Ill
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Benediction:
 We are being sent into a world in need of healing. We have been given all that we need to be God’s messengers of peace. Go now into the world, rejoicing in God’s presence with you. Bring the news of peace and hope to all you meet. AMEN.
Lords Supper

Opening Scripture: John 6.32-35-- Someone reads the Scripture

Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’ 34They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’35 Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

The Invitation: --One person says this line
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him and seek to grow into his likeness. Let us draw near with faith and receive this Holy Sacrament.

Affirmation of faith:  --All say together
 We follow Christ, whom God sent to teach and heal, to show us a new way of living, with love and trust and courage, with joy and generosity. In this faith Jesus gave of himself, even his very life. He was crucified and buried; yet God raised him from death, and he lives among us, and grants his spirit to us.

The elements have been blessed you my now take the bread and the cup. Carefully take off the top cover and eat the bread-then take off the next cover and drink the juice. Take a few moments to recall and give thanks for Jesus loving us enough to go to the Cross.

Closing Prayer:  All say together
Thank you Lord for this reminder of your love for us.
Benediction: All repeat together

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age
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Send  forth your word, Lord, and let  there be light.

While the reference to Jesus as the Light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5) can be understood generally, this hymn
is perhaps best understood as a response to the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-8/ Mark 9:2-8/ Luke 9:28-36).
This is the most popular of the author/ composer’s many songs.

Text and Music © 1987 Make Way Music (admin. Music Services)
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Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda 
Ralph Taylor
Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters

Mark Rieland
Jeff Morse (Brother in Law to Myrtle)

Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Claire Murphy-Knee replacement
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities

Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard
For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
Mission of the Month

February 2021
FOOD CARDS FOR EASTER

Because Easter is very early this year, Calvary and Zion are asking for food cards for Easter meals as the Mission of the Month in February, rather than in March.  The $25 gift cards from the Piggly Wiggly are primarily distributed through the Northern Door Children’s Center. Director Cindy Trinkner-Peot said that the cards are a wonderful, life-saving thing.  “Many of our children are from homes with a single parent who may be un-or under-employed. While $25 may not sound like a great deal too many people, with careful planning, it will go a long way – especially with the good sales the Pig has in the winter. I’ve had parents cry with gratitude when they receive a gift card.”

Contributions, marked Easter Food Offering, can be sent to Calvary UMC, 4650 County Rd. E, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212.
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