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Second Sunday In Lent
February 28, 2021
                          Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome:  Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in Him.
Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, we have not always loved you with our whole heart.  You teach us Your ways and we disobey You.  You instruct us through Your Word and we forget what we learn.  Forgive us, we pray.

Assurance of Pardon: Hear and believe these words about God's amazing grace,
grace experienced through Jesus' sacrificial love, as forgiveness of sins. Amen


Hymn: #545 The Churches on Foundation
Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Jon Masson 3/1, Jerri Rix 3/3, Jim Russell 3/3, Evelyn Mingle 3/5

Scripture:  Exodus 3:1-12
3Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great sight and see why the bush is not burned up.’ 4When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 5Then he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.’ 6He said further, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

7 Then the Lord said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.’ 11But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’ 12He said, ‘I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.’

Exodus 20.1-17
Then God spoke all these words:2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me.4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9For six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.12 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.13 You shall not murder.14 You shall not commit adultery.15 You shall not steal.16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Reflection:  Mt. Sinai 
Moses goes to Sinai twice.  First time, he discovers his calling to be a leader and the second time he forms a community that will make God manifest to the world.

Before Moses goes to Sinai to meet God, he has some experiences to go through. He must learn how to control his anger, become humbler and live in a working family of shepherds. When Moses meets God on Sinai he is a different person that the prince who left Egypt after killing an Egyptian overseer.  Moses is gratified to hear that God has listened the cries for help from those enslaved in Egypt.  In Vs. 10 Moses finds out that God has him in mind to go back to Egypt and free the people from slavery.  This comes as an unwanted surprise.  Moses believes he is unable to carry out such a task, so he offers various objections. Moses has not learned that God does not call the qualified but qualifies the called.  Moses will eventually gain all the skills he will need to accomplish what God wants him to but first Moses needs to believe that God will be with him. 
You can read Moses 5 points of resistance in Exodus 3:11-4.17.
Bernard Childes observes in his commentary on Exodus that each one of Moses’s objections looks to the past and each one of God’s responses moves Moses to a new future.  Each one of God’s responses helps clarify what attitudes Moses will need to bring the Israelites out of bondage and back to Sinai.  God wants Moses to bring the people to Sinai for further instructions.
You can read about the journey from Sinai to Egypt and back to Sinai in Exodus 4.18-19.25.
At Sinai the Israelites will begin a transformation that will take over 40 years to complete.  They will change from being slaves to being farmers.  They will change from living in the same village for generations to being nomads.  They will not relate to God through individuals (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob) but through the Law.  The Law Moses was receiving from God was to enable that transformation and to create a people who would make God manifest to the world.  They would be the light to the nations.  
The Ten Commandments do not cover all the situations the new nation will encounter but they give the new nation some basic principles to keep in mind as they encounter new issues.  God says (I paraphrase) I brought you out of slavery no one else cared but me! Do not try to control me by making an image or taking my name and make it mean nothing. Take time to rest, as I did, and reflect on the beauty of creation. In order to live together and flourish take your parents seriously, don’t kill either physically or emotionally, have sexual relations only with your spouse, it will cause mistrust if take things that are not yours or lie to each other and don’t be envious of what someone else has.  
With the new Law in place the Israelites are ready to journey to the promised land.

Our Sinai is to listen to what God is calling us to do in life and to believe God will be with us in what ever we do. It is also the place where the Church is challenged to live our life so the world can see God. We need to believe that God will be with us as we help free people from the slavery to sin and death.
Response to the Word:   Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your God in heaven.

Closing Hymn: #557 Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
Benediction:  
 Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your God in heaven.
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda 
Ralph Taylor
Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters

Mark Rieland
Jeff Morse (Brother in Law to Myrtle)

Ruth Bellavia (Judie’s sister)
Claire Murphy-Knee replacement

Curt Mingle

Deb Harding
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities.
Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Family of Jeanne Desotelle
Family of Richard Enigl
Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those who are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard
For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
Mission of the Month

February 2021
FOOD CARDS FOR EASTER

Because Easter is very early this year, Calvary and Zion are asking for food cards for Easter meals as the Mission of the Month in February, rather than in March.  The $25 gift cards from the Piggly Wiggly are primarily distributed through the Northern Door Children’s Center. Director Cindy Trinkner-Peot said that the cards are a wonderful, life-saving thing.  “Many of our children are from homes with a single parent who may be un-or under-employed. While $25 may not sound like a great deal too many people, with careful planning, it will go a long way – especially with the good sales the Pig has in the winter. I’ve had parents cry with gratitude when they receive a gift card.”

Contributions, marked Easter Food Offering, can be sent to Calvary UMC, 4650 County Rd. E, Egg Harbor, WI 54209, or Zion UMC, Box 344, Fish Creek, WI 54212.
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Other foundation can no man lay than that i laid ... Jesus Christ. 1 Cor. 311
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Above all,clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
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Colossians 3:
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