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January 3, 2021
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches

Welcome:  Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
Hymn:   This is a day of new Beginnings 
Opening Prayer:   Gracious God, the star that led the Magi to the stable announced to the world that its Savior was born. Today we live in a world that is still covered by darkness, and still needing to make that journey to the stable door. May our lives reflect your light day by day, as we seek to serve where you have placed us?  Amen
Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Bob Bricker (1/3), Dottie Mirkes-Lopez (1/6)
Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.2 For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you,  and his glory will appear over you.3 Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.4 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

John 1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known

Message: The Gift from God
We associate Epiphany with the gifts the Wise men brought to the baby Jesus. Epiphany means an appearance of God. God cannot be seen but the acts of God’s power can and have been seen.  When we “see” God what we see is God’s power in action.  

In Genesis God’s creation of light brought order and life out of chaos. Isaiah 60 tells us the divine presence was seen by the world in the return of the exiles to Jerusalem. Because the world can see this act of power it will cause all nations to come to its brightness. Isaiah tells the people to look and understand that bringing those who were exiled back to their homeland was an act of Gods power.  Understanding that it was God that brought them back from exile enables them to recall how God has acted in the past to save the people. 
In the Exodus God  used a tower of flame to keep the Egyptian army away from the refugees.  God used nature to provide Mana and quail to feed the Israelites in the desert wilderness.  Both the tower of flame and the Mana were acts of God’s power.  The current act Isaiah is referring to in chapter 60 is the return from 70+ years of captivity in Babylon. In all of these acts the divine presence is experienced. 

John tells us that Jesus, in His physical appearance, is the light of God pushing back the darkness and chaos. Jesus is God’s might act of power that will draw all humanity to God.  The coming of Jesus is the Dayspring from on high that enables us to see and understand-God is the source of hope and life.

 God’s gift to us is the light of God in the form of Jesus Christ.
Communion: Go to the Communion sheet –Lord’s Supper
Response to the Word: Will up ask God to help you use the gift we were given-the gift of hope?
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Closing Hymn:  We Three Kings
United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda 
Ralph Taylor
Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters

Mark Rieland
Jeff Morse(Brother in Law to Myrtle)

Ruth  Bellavia ( Judie’s sister)
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities

Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
Mission of the Month

January 2021
Red Bird Mission
Our mission for January is to help support the Red Bird Mission in southeastern Kentucky, where 25% of the people in the area are disabled, 38% live in poverty and 10% are unemployed. The elderly are especially in need. Since 1921, the mission has given hope to thousands of people in this rural, mountainous area by providing Christian-based education, health and wellness care, housing improvement services and emergency assistance. We are humbled by Red Bird Mission’s commitment to improving the lives of so many in the heart of Appalachia and are grateful that we can offer financial support. This video will give you a brief overview of the services the mission provides.  https://youtu.be/e3KjStII3Dk
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*Alternate text for Holy Communion
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Please give generously.  

Checks can be made out to Calvary or Zion with “Red Bird Mission” in the memo line.  Thank you for your generosity!
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