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 Sunday
January 24, 2021
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches

Welcome:  Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
 Call to Worship:
1. God has set this day before us,

2. A day set apart, a day of rest and praise.

1. God has set our lives before us,

2. A span of years in which we love, and learn, and serve.

1. God has set God’s seal upon our hearts,

2. So that we might live fully in deep love.

1. Let us worship God.

Hymn:   Lord You Have Come To The Lakeshore
Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Sue Dietrich 1/26, Maggie Moroney 1/28, Sueann Moroney 1/29, Pam Lang 1/30
Scripture:    Jonah 3:1-10
Conversion of Nineveh

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2‘Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.’ 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, ‘Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!’ 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.

6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7Then he had a proclamation made in Nineveh: ‘By the decree of the king and his nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or flock, shall taste anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they drink water. 8Human beings and animals shall be covered with sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All shall turn from their evil ways and from the violence that is in their hands. 9Who knows? God may relent and change his mind; he may turn from his fierce anger, so that we do not perish.’

10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

Mark 1:14-20
The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news. ‘as Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’ And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.
Message:  Preaching
Jonah’s message repent or else you will be destroyed was a hard message. As it turns out the people and the King of Nineveh do repent and their city was not hurt.  
Jesus and John the Baptist did not preach a repent or else message, they preached a repent because message. They said we ought to change our way of living with each other because the Kingdom of God has come. I would rather hear the message of repent from Jesus or John than Jonah. However as far the consequences of not repenting they are telling us the same thing.

When a preacher calls us to repent we are called to change our whole life, not simply to say I am sorry.  We are called to live our life by a set of values where our relationship to God, others and the world is primary.  It is more than saying I am sorry, I will not do it again.  It is making a decision to now live as God commands.
Jonah’s message sounds harsh because we assume that God will destroy Nineveh as opposed to Nineveh destroying itself.  I know that the bible says God was going to visit calamity upon the city but I believe it was how the people acted that was going to cause its destruction.  When this was written it was inconceivable that another force besides God could possibility cause ruin to such a great city.  I believe God’s message to Nineveh was that if you do not completely change the way you are treating each other you will be destroyed.  
Today we know that we ourselves can destroy our world if we do not change our ways.  One of the scariest movies I ever saw was called “On the Beach”-1959. It is about a nuclear war in 1964 that ended human life on the earth. It was freighting because there was no reset or any amount of “I am sorry” that would stop the calamity.  The film does not have God as the cause of the problem but people.  
Jesus and John are telling us to live by a set of values that will enable us to live an abundant life. This is because the fear of death has been replaced by the hope of eternal life.  Today preachers are calling us to repent because the Kingdom has come with all its hope for the future and its abundant life now.  

Repentance is the act of deciding to let the Kingdom values guide our life.  It is a decision that is not a one and done.  It has to reaffirm from time to time.  When we have a time of confession we recommit ourselves to live a Christian life.  

Lent will begin in 3 weeks and it is a time to examine our relationship to God, Humanity and Creation. At worship we will look at some of the Kingdom values as we reexamine events that took place on Hills of Lent.

Response to the Word Repent and believe the Good News- Christ has died, Christ has risen and Christ will come again.
Closing Hymn:  Change My Heart, O God
Benediction: 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and instruct one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Amen
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This is one of the most popular songs to emerge from the 1970 revival of religious song in Spain. It asks
singers to become like the fishermen who left boats and nets to follow Jesus, first as disciples learning his
way of love, then as apostles carrying that love to others.

TEXT: Cesireo Gabardin, 1979, English ran. Gerrude Suppe, George Lockwood, PESCADOR DE HOMBRES
‘and Raquel Gutterez-Achn, 1988, alt. 810,10 with refain

MUSIC: Cesireo Gabardin, 1979; harm. Skinner Chivez-Melo, 1987

Text, English Trans., and Msic © 1975, 1987, 1989 Cesdreo Gabardin (Published by OCP) cCLis 1296903
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda 
Ralph Taylor
Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters

Mark Rieland
Jeff Morse(Brother in Law to Myrtle)

Ruth  Bellavia ( Judie’s sister)

Claire Murphy-Knee replacement
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities

Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
Mission of the Month

January 2021
Red Bird Mission
Our mission for January is to help support the Red Bird Mission in southeastern Kentucky, where 25% of the people in the area are disabled, 38% live in poverty and 10% are unemployed. The elderly are especially in need. Since 1921, the mission has given hope to thousands of people in this rural, mountainous area by providing Christian-based education, health and wellness care, housing improvement services and emergency assistance. We are humbled by Red Bird Mission’s commitment to improving the lives of so many in the heart of Appalachia and are grateful that we can offer financial support. This video will give you a brief overview of the services the mission provides.  https://youtu.be/e3KjStII3Dk
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Please give generously.  

Checks can be made out to Calvary or Zion with “Red Bird Mission” in the memo line.  Thank you for your generosity!
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