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January 10, 2021
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches

Welcome:  Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
Opening Prayer: With all Christians, we seek the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.  That in everything, God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.
Hymn:   We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations
Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Arlene Pfeiffer (1/11), Bill Rix (1/11), Frank Murphy (1/16)
Scripture: Mark 1:4-11
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’

Message:  Call to Ministry
When I served on the Board of Ordained Ministry a question we always asked a candidate was “tell us about your call to ministry”? I enjoyed hearing about the various ways God called someone into Ordained Ministry.  I recall this one story because it was not the usual response to our question.

A young man told how he felt the call at a church service.  He was going to a Baptist church at the time and the church was having a 3-night set of evangelistic meetings.  The first night the preacher talked about how Moses questioned God on Mt Sinai.  Moses kept offering objections to Gods choice of him to lead the Israelites out of slavery. The ministry candidate said to himself “If God ever told me to do something I would just go and do it”. The third night as the preacher was speaking the candidate felt that God was calling him into ministry. When the invitation was given to dedicate yourself to full time Christian ministry; he began to question Gods choice of him to be in Ordained Ministry.  When he realized that he was doing what he said he would never do he left his seat and went forward to dedicate himself to the ministry.  I wonder if Jesus appeared before the Board of Ordained Ministry and was asked about his call to ministry if he would talk about the day he went up to John the Baptist and asked to be baptized.  

John the Baptist was calling people to repent and be baptized at about the same place in the Jordan River that Joshua led the Israelites across centuries before. By crossing the Jordan River, the Israelites made a commitment to form a society and culture that followed God’s commands and lived justly. They were to be the light to the nations.  When they crossed the Jordan God caused the river to dry up where they walked as proof that God was in their midst and leading them. 

I believe Jesus approached John with the request to be baptized because He knew that it was time to begin His public ministry.  John knew that Jesus did not need baptism for the forgiveness of sin, but he complied with Jesus’s request. It was God who picked the place and time to make a public declaration that Jesus was the Son of God.  God appeared at the river in Joshua’s time and God appeared when Jesus came up out of the water.  When Jesus comes out of the water the voice of God tells the world who Jesus is (you are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’) and Jesus will now spend His time telling the world about God’s love and God’s plan of redemption for the whole world.
In the United Methodist Church we believe that by our baptism we are “with all baptized Christians, part of a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that we may declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness into his wonderful light” (from the Baptism service).  Out of this general call to ministry some are called to specific ministries in the world.  Whatever career or job we may do in life (or retirement) I believe we have to ask if what we are doing is the best way for us to express our relationship with God and how we praise God with our actions.  

Response to the Word: What is God calling you to do and be?
Closing Hymn:  The Summons
Benediction:
 And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ Matt 28:18-20
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda 
Ralph Taylor
Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters

Mark Rieland
Jeff Morse(Brother in Law to Myrtle)

Ruth  Bellavia ( Judie’s sister)
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities

Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Sharon McCollom (My sister) at the death of her husband John McCollom
Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
Mission of the Month

January 2021
Red Bird Mission
Our mission for January is to help support the Red Bird Mission in southeastern Kentucky, where 25% of the people in the area are disabled, 38% live in poverty and 10% are unemployed. The elderly are especially in need. Since 1921, the mission has given hope to thousands of people in this rural, mountainous area by providing Christian-based education, health and wellness care, housing improvement services and emergency assistance. We are humbled by Red Bird Mission’s commitment to improving the lives of so many in the heart of Appalachia and are grateful that we can offer financial support. This video will give you a brief overview of the services the mission provides.  https://youtu.be/e3KjStII3Dk
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Please give generously.  

Checks can be made out to Calvary or Zion with “Red Bird Mission” in the memo line.  Thank you for your generosity!
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