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First Sunday in Advent
November 29, 2020
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches

Welcome   “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness on them has light shined.”     (Isaiah 9:2)

Hymn O come, O come, Emmanuel
Opening Prayer: We need the light of peace and love to shine in our world. Help us to prepare our lives and our homes to receive the One who said, “I am the light of the world”.
Hymn The King of Glory comes
Prayers for Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know  what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:       Joann Richter 11/27, Judy Endle 11/30, Erik Desotelle 12/3
Scripture: Isaiah 9:1-3, 6-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—   on them light has shined.3 You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you  as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
 and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.7 His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.   He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

 Message: 
Advent Hymns. The explanations of what these hymns mean come from the United Methodist web site.

O come, O come, Emmanuel
This hymn, originally in Latin, takes us back over 1,200 years to monastic life in the 8th- or 9th-century. 
The distinctly biblical feel of the lyrics differ from the more overtly celebratory tone of most carols (there’s neither herald angels harking nor flocks being watched by night, for example), and the actual nativity narrative doesn’t feature in any meaningful way. 

The Emmanuel of the title refers to the Hebrew ‘Immanuel’ which appears in the Book of Isaiah in the Old Testament more as a sign of God’s protection than an actual person, whereas in the Gospel of Matthew in the New Testament the name Emmanuel refers specifically to Jesus Christ
The King of Glory Comes

The text was written in 1965 for a parish folk-music ensemble at St. Celestine’s Roman Catholic Church in Elmwood Park, Ill. It was published in Hymnal for Young Christians (1966), one of the first post-Vatican II Roman Catholic collections published in the United States in the English language.

The refrain and first stanza are based on an Advent psalm (Psalm 24:7-8). Stanzas two and three recall Jesus’ ministry in Matthew 4:23: In all of Galilee, in city or village / he goes among his people, curing their illness. / Sing then of David’s son, our Savior and brother; / in all of Galilee, was never another.  The Israeli folk tune adds energy to the text.

What Child is This
William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898), an Anglican layman, was the son of a surgeon in Bristol, England. He spent most of his life as a businessman, working as a manager for the Maritime Insurance Company in Glasgow, Scotland. We know of his church affiliation only through his hymns that were published in Altar Songs, Verses on the Holy Eucharist, and A Vision of All Saints. 
Stanza one, influenced by the Romantic poets of his day, perhaps skirts the edges of sentimentality. Beginning with a rhetorical question, “What child is this?” the poet condenses Luke 2:8-16 into a single stanza, painting a picture of a classic Nativity scene with the Christ Child sleeping on “Mary’s lap” while angels sing “anthems sweet” and shepherds “watch are keeping.”

Stanza two makes fleeting reference to the less than ideal conditions—“mean estate”—under which the idyllic scene of the previous stanza is situated. Like stanza one, the poet begins with a rhetorical question, “Why lies he in such mean estate?” In essence, he asks why the Christ Child should be in such a humble setting “where ox and ass are feeding.” The original second half of this stanza, not found in the hymnal, provides a more complete response to this question: 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through;
The cross he bore for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the Son of Mary! 

Dix’s answer to the reason for the “mean estate” under which Christ was born lies in his future suffering on the cross.  The second stanza of this carol written over a century earlier also alludes to the suffering of Christ: 

The name day now of Christ we keep,
Who for our sins did often weep;
His hands and feet were wounded deep,
And his blessed side with a spear. . . 

In the final stanza, the poet expands the circle of those attending this humble scene. Drawing from the Epiphany season and the gifts brought by the magi, we take our place at the manger, bringing metaphorical gifts of “incense, gold, and myrrh.” This is a setting that defies the conventional class structures of the time; the invitation is open to both the “peasant” and “king.” 

Each one of these hymns is a prayer for God to come and come now.   It is a prayer we can resonate with today.  We need God to come and bring healing and wholeness. Science and hard work will enable us to defeat this virus, but peace on earth comes as we acknowledge the Prince of peace by following His way. 
Response to the Word: Advent looking is actively looking for ways we can help those we meet this season experience the Love of God

Closing Hymn:  What Child is This
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The virgin will give birth 1o a Son, and will call Him Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14
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We have been reminded that Jesus Christ is our Lord and that we are God’s servant. You are loved; you are forgiven; you are empowered; and now you are sent to live as God’s faithful one. Amen

United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda 
Ralph Taylor
Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters

Mark Rieland
Jeff Morse(Brother in Law to Myrtle)
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities

Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Jolene Morris on the loss of her 99 year old Aunt 

Mary Schultz on the loss of her mother Ruth Gray

Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
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KING OF GLO!

DS: Rev. Willard F. Jabusch (Ps. 24:7-10; Matt. 1:23)

MUSIC:  Trad. Israeli folk so:
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MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR December
HELP of Door County

  HELP of Door County provides services and programs throughout the Door County Peninsula to victims of domestic abuse. They work to improve the well-being and dignity of individuals, families, and intimate relationships. They do this by supporting and enhancing their strengths to reduce the incidence of violence and conflict within their relationships. HELP does not provide counseling, but they are here to listen without judgment, support without blaming, and empower victims through advocacy and information. Due to the generosity of our community, all victim services are free and confidential. Thank you for your generosity

Checks can be made out to Calvary or Zion with “HELP of DC” in the memo line.  
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MUSIC: 16th cent. English melody

87.87 with Refrain






