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Sunday 
November 15, 2020
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches

Welcome   Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Opening Prayer: 
Almighty God, send your transforming power into our lives as we seek to serve you this week. Grant to us wisdom, courage, grace, and strength to faithfully fulfill the ministry to which you have called us. In the name of Christ. Amen
Hymn:   In Christ there is No East or West
Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know  what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Caroline Polster 11/18, Dottie Pohlman 11/20, Alice Shepherd 11/21
Scripture: 
Acts 10
Peter and Cornelius
10In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian Cohort, as it was called. 2He was a devout man who feared God with all his household; he gave alms generously to the people and prayed constantly to God. 3One afternoon at about three o’clock he had a vision in which he clearly saw an angel of God coming in and saying to him, ‘Cornelius.’ 4He stared at him in terror and said, ‘What is it, Lord?’ He answered, ‘Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. 5Now send men to Joppa for a certain Simon who is called Peter; 6he is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside.’ 7When the angel who spoke to him had left, he called two of his slaves and a devout soldier from the ranks of those who served him, 8and after telling them everything, he sent them to Joppa.

9 About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10He became hungry and wanted something to eat; and while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11He saw the heaven opened and something like a large sheet coming down, being lowered to the ground by its four corners. 12In it were all kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds of the air. 13Then he heard a voice saying, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 14But Peter said, ‘By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.’ 15The voice said to him again, a second time, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 16This happened three times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven.

17 Now while Peter was greatly puzzled about what to make of the vision that he had seen, suddenly the men sent by Cornelius appeared. They were asking for Simon’s house and were standing by the gate. 18They called out to ask whether Simon, who was called Peter, was staying there. 19While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, ‘Look, three men are searching for you. 20Now get up, go down, and go with them without hesitation; for I have sent them.’ 21So Peter went down to the men and said, ‘I am the one you are looking for; what is the reason for your coming?’ 22They answered, ‘Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.’ 23So Peter invited them in and gave them lodging.
The next day he got up and went with them, and some of the believers from Joppa accompanied him. 24The following day they came to Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25On Peter’s arrival Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet, worshipped him. 26But Peter made him get up, saying, ‘Stand up; I am only a mortal.’ 27And as he talked with him, he went in and found that many had assembled; 28and he said to them, ‘You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean. 29So when I was sent for, I came without objection. Now may I ask why you sent for me?’
30 Cornelius replied, ‘Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock, I was praying in my house when suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood before me. 31He said, “Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before God. 32Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon, who is called Peter; he is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.” 33Therefore I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. So now all of us are here in the presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has commanded you to say.’
34 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’
44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47‘Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

Message: Peter and Cornelius-Bridge builders
In Acts Luke gives us accounts of how the early church dealt problems.  Acts does minimize the problems the Jerusalem Church had with conflicting ideas of how one acts as a follower of Jesus.  The account of Peter and Cornelius demonstrates a problem that has plagued the Church since the very beginning.  The problem is who decides what do you have to believe and do to be a Christian?  Jesus did not give many hard and fast rules to be able to tell who is a real follower and how does a real follower act. Jesus laid down some very general principles but when the new church began to apply these principles they ran into difficulties. 

Up until recently I have down played how difficult it was for Peter to go into Cornelius’ house.  Years ago I thought it should be easy for Peter to let go of decades of religious and cultural training. I assumed Peter should be filled with the desire to spread the Gospel so that he would be willing to go into new places. I now believe I have understood the story. I believe Acts is telling how a leader has the humility to listen to God and the humility to accept that the Holy Spirit will be given to anyone who believes that Jesus died and rose again.  I believed he learned that his religious and ethnic background did not make him better or a special follower. 

His was surprised at seeing the Holy Spirit come to the Gentiles (this has been called the Gentile Pentecost) he accepted all he had seen because of his humility not his great faith.  Peter did not try to convince Cornelius’s family to become Jewish.  Peter told them about Jesus and His teaching and as he spoke the Holy Spirit came upon those in the room.  Peter realized that they were not unclean and did not have to follow Jewish customs and laws to be a follower of Jesus.  Peter said “And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, “John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?’  (Acts 11:16-17). They baptized all in the house that day. 

The Gospel spread to the ends of the world because individuals listened as the Holy Spirit gave direction; even when they could hardly believe what was being asked of them.  The Holy Spirit today speaks to us and directs us.  What we have a hard time with is that the Holy Spirit will often work through those we would not expect.  My years in the ministry have shown me many times how God has sent people to help in the church and give that church new direction and hope.  Most of these people were not chairs of committees.
A woman who I visited at her home after her hospital stay was angry at me (she was angry for a number of reasons) for not seeing her sooner.  During our conversation one of the things she said was “why don’t we have a serious Bible study”? I did not answer at the time as we moved on to another topic.  When I left I wondered why not have a serious bible study? I had thought that no one would come so I never tried it.  When I did it lead to a 7 year spring and fall study with over 25 people.  For me it was one of the most enlivening experiences. I have thanked God that I did not take personally the anger but listen to the need. This and other experiences have helped teach me humility. The Spirit of God is still speaking-pray we can listen and follow where God wants us to go.
Response to the Word: Pray that we will listen to God speaking-perhaps in unusual ways

Closing Hymn:  The Summons

Benediction:  In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith
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Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda 
Ralph Taylor
Eric Walters

Mark Rieland
Ellie Kiehnau
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities

Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle

For Those Who Are in Mourning

Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community
For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL
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MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR NOVEMBER
HELP of Door County

  
HELP of Door County provides services and programs throughout the Door County Peninsula to victims of domestic abuse. They work to improve the well-being and dignity of individuals, families, and intimate relationships. They do this by supporting and enhancing their strengths to reduce the incidence of violence and conflict within their relationships. HELP does not provide counseling, but they are here to listen without judgment, support without blaming, and empower victims through advocacy and information. Due to the generosity of our community, all victim services are free and confidential. Thank you for your generosity

Checks can be made out to Calvary or Zion with “HELP of DC” in the memo line.  



