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First Sunday in Advent
December 6, 2020
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches

Welcome   Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world, they who follow me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

Hymn Hail to the Lords Anointed—Taken from the UMC history of hymns

James Montgomery (1771-1854) followed in the footsteps of two poetic luminaries—Isaac Watts and Charles Wesley. In many hymnals he is well represented, third only to Watts and Wesley for British hymn writers before 1850, with six hymns in The UM Hymnal.
He began writing poetry at age 10, inspired by the hymn of the Moravians, the same group that inspired John Wesley. Despite flunking out of school at age 14, Montgomery found a job in 1792 at a radical weekly newspaper, the Sheffield Register. He assumed the leadership of the paper not long after, when the previous editor fled the country fearing persecution for his politics. 

At this point, Montgomery changed the name of the paper to the Iris, and served for 31 years as editor, during which he was a tireless supporter of social justice. He was jailed twice for his radical views, using the time in prison to write poetry.
Psalm 72:1-4 reads in the Authorized Version (KJV): “Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness unto the king’s son. He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with judgment. The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the little hills, by righteousness. He shall judge the poor of the people; he shall save the children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor.” 

No doubt, Montgomery knew Isaac Watts’ famous paraphrase of Psalm 72, “Jesus shall reign” (UMH 157). While Watts’ extensive paraphrase of this psalm points explicitly to England’s expansion throughout the world, Montgomery’s paraphrase points to the coming kingdom where the oppressed will be freed and Christ will “rule in equity.”
Montgomery’s closing line of the final stanza, “that name to us is love,” reminds me of Charles Wesley’s closing line at the end of his great hymn, “Come, O thou Traveler unknown”—a narrative ballad that parallels Jacob’s struggle in Genesis 32 with the angel at Peniel.   Wesley concludes his struggle with the revelation that “thy name is love.” For Montgomery, the world had been struggling long and hard with sin and oppression, a world that could (and can) only be redeemed by the one whose name is Love.
Opening Prayer: Gracious God, who did send thy Son to be King of kings, and Prince of Peace:  Grant that all the kingdoms of this world may become the kingdom of Christ, and learn of him the way of peace.  Send forth among all people the spirit of good will and reconciliation. In the name of Christ, Amen
 Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know  what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Bill Bertschinger 12/7, Apollo Lewis 12/9, Coggin Heeringa 12/12
Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11

40Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
3 A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’
6 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’  And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.7 The grass withers, the flower fades,  when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass.8 The grass withers, the flower fades;  but the word of our God will stand for ever.
9 Get you up to a high mountain,  O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength,
 O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,  lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah,  ‘Here is your God!’10 See, the Lord God comes with might,  and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd;  he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
 Message: Advent /Christmas Hymns. 
Silent Night was my mother's favorite Christmas song and became so for me.  One Christmas, before we opened our gifts, Mom suggested we sing Silent Night first.  This became a tradition not only for us but for the greater family when we started meeting with others.  This evolved into a Christmas sing-a-long ending with Silent Night. It embodies the awe and wonder of that first night, coming quietly, as God often does, without fanfare.  Other than the angels to make the announcement to the lowly shepherds, the rest of the world was oblivious to the greatest moment in history, God working behind the scenes, quietly but mightily.

In contrast, the Hallelujah Chorus breaks forth in praises to Almighty God for what He has done.  So the stillness, the Quietness cannot remain so but needs to break forth in glorious praise to the Almighty. Both are expressions of the night of nights, the birth of Jesus Christ, our salvation.

 Myrtle Clark

Communion Go to the Communion sheet –Lord’s supper
Response to the Word: As you listen to Christmas songs this week-- think about why some of them have great meaning to you this year. 
Closing Hymn:  Lift up your heads, Ye mighty Gates-- Taken from the UMC history of hymns
This hymn comes from a devastating time in 17th-century Europe—the Thirty-Years’ War (1618-1648). The struggles between the Protestant princes of Bohemia and the tyranny of the Catholic Emperor led to the plundering of the land by troops and untold suffering bringing on disease and famine.
Georg Weissel (1590-1635) was a Prussian scholar, school-teacher and pastor who wrote about 20 hymns. Most of Weissel’s hymns are on the themes related to the various seasons of the Christian Year. This Lutheran pastor received his education at the University of Königsberg as well as Wittenberg, Leipzig, Jena, Strassburg, Basel and Marburg. He became pastor of the Altrossgart Church in Königsberg in 1623 and served this congregation until his death in 1635.
Psalm 24 has traditionally been associated with the Advent season, especially verse 7: “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.” (KJV) The first stanza places this verse in the context of waiting for the “King of glory” who is the “Savior of the world.”

Stanza two reflects the pietistic origins of the hymn writer and the time. The gates are not literally openings to a walled city, but a metaphor for the “portals of [our] heart.” Our hearts become a “temple set apart from earthly use for heaven’s employ.”

In stanza three the “King” becomes a “Redeemer” who will “abide” within our wide-open hearts. Once again the focus is not on an external being, but on one whose “inner presence [we] feel” and whose “grace and love in us [are] reveal[ed].”

The concluding stanza is adapted from the final lines of Winkworth’s translation. It is an eschatological petition to the Holy Spirit to “lead us on until the glorious race is won,” or in other words to lead us to eternity.

The complete original translation of the hymn places it somewhat more explicitly in the context of the Thirty-Years’ War with stanzas that refer to “distress” and “woe.” According to hymnologist Albert Bailey, “The poet takes refuge from present misery in contemplating what his land would be if Christ were really ruler.”

The essential themes of Advent are present in this hymn: waiting for a Savior who will not only change our hearts now, but will come in glory in the fulfillment of time.
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Holy Land Benediction
May the babe of Bethlehem give you peace
May the child of Nazareth give you joy
May the man of Galilee give you strength
May the Christ of Calvary give you courage
The Resurrected Christ hope 
and the ascended Christ give you a foretaste of His glory
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda 
Ralph Taylor
Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters

Mark Rieland
Jeff Morse(Brother in Law to Myrtle)
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities

Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
 Mission of the Month

December 2020

Emergency Heating Assistance

Calvary and Zion will collect funds in support of Door County veterans and their families during the month of December for Emergency Heating Assistance.  The funds collected are distributed by the Veterans Council of Door County to those in need in our area.

Please give generously.  
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Checks can be made out to Calvary or Zion with “Heating Assistance” in the memo line.  Thank you for your generosity!



