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Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 20, 2020
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches

Welcome:   The Lord often comes to us in unexpected ways but the Lord always comes. Come Lord Jesus come. 
Hymn:  To a Maid Engaged to Joseph
Opening Prayer:   God, Creator of all life, you made us in your image and sent your son as a sign of hope. Grant us now in this glad time of his birth, that we, who have been born again through his grace, may daily find all things new in him. For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit --Amen
Hymn:  That Boy-Child of Mary
 Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You -- I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know  what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays:  Jessica Kiehau 12/20, Kayley Joy Reinhard 12/20, Staci Noelle Reinhard 12/20, 

Carla Johnson 12/21, Michaela Desotelle 12/22, Bob Lang 12/23 
Scripture: Luke 1:39-56
Mary Visits Elizabeth
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ 
Mary’s Song of Praise
46 And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 47   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50 His mercy is for those who fear him   from generation to generation. 51 He has shown strength with his arm;   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.’ 56 And Mary remained with her for about three months and then returned to her home. 
Message: Elizabeth and Mary’s Song
Elizabeth’s praise of Mary was a necessary prelude to Marys’ song.  When the angel told Mary she was going to conceive and have a son; she said it was impossible because she had not formally joined Joseph in marriage. The angel told her the Holy Spirit will do the work of conception and your child will be the Son of God. I think she left that encounter believing what the angel had told her but was not ready to give thanks for what God was doing. Mary then took the angels advice to go and see her cousin Elizabeth. As she traveled south she recalled that Elizabeth and her husband Zachariah were well past the time that they could conceive a child and yet they did. This was going to be a young woman experiencing an impossible event taking to an older one experiencing the same event. No doubt they had a lot to talk about.
Elizabeth has experienced the love of God in the unbelievable act her becoming pregnant. Elizabeth believed she did not have a future with hope because they could not have a child. With her pregnancy, Mary may have thought that she did not have a future with hope. Elizabeth recognizes that God is blessing Mary the same way God blessed her.  She assures Mary that what has happened to her will bring the gift of  hope to the world.  

Mary’s song shows how well Mary understood that God’s promise to save the people was going to be fulfilled. The child she was caring was God coming into the world. Her song reminds us that: God does not forget, does not act as we would expect, God does care for the powerless ones and fills them with “good things”, God creates life not death and God will save all of creation. 

 Mary now knows that what is taking place in her is a sign of hope not shame or embracement. At this time she may not know what Joseph thinks however she is ready to tell him that her pregnancy is of God.

I find a lot of comfort from these two women because they believed and acted on the fact that God does have plans for us, plans for our welfare and not for harm, to give us a future with hope. 
A personal note about Christmas without
Christmas 1967-Viet Nam
We were someplace north of Da Nang and south of the DMZ. It was 12/24 and there was supposed to be a cease fire till the 26th.  I had been in country long enough to wonder if the world still existed. The world is what we called the USA. As I said it was to be a cease-fire till the 26th but at night on the 24th, we had incoming and we all went to our positions.  We spent the night awake and alert.  In the morning we went back to the tents to get our gear because we were moving out to a new place.  One of my friends talked about it being a dry Christmas- (he was not talking about the rain) he was talking about what he missed.  It got me to thinking about what I missed.  It is never good to think about what you do not have.  I was in thought when some men I knew stopped me and said, “hey why don’t you read the Christmas story”. Most of the men knew I was going into the ministry. I said of course and read from Luke then said a few words about there being no place at the inn, said a prayer and we got on the trucks.  It was a Christmas without, special candlelight services, gifts, music, good chow, a night’s sleep or any decorations.  It was just the 6 of us and the story from the Gospel.  When I stopped thinking about what I did not have then I was able to experience the hope Christmas brings.


Response to the Word: As you go out and see people this week (or greet the delivery men and women) wish them a Merry Christmas. Merry Christmas means –may you feel the hope God brings; however you understand God.

Closing Hymn:  Hark the Herald Angels sing
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Holy Land Benediction
May the babe of Bethlehem give you peace
May the child of Nazareth give you joy
May the man of Galilee give you strength
May the Christ of Calvary give you courage
The Resurrected Christ hope 
and the ascended Christ give you a foretaste of His glory
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@ mulitude of the heavenly host praising God .. Luke 213

Charles Wesley, 1739 Arr. by Willam H. Cummings. 1856

Hark! the her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to Lhe new-born King:
rist, by high - estheav'n a - dored; Christ,the ev - er - last - ing Lord!
Hal the heav'n.born Pince of Peace! Hll 'the Sun of Right-cous- nes!
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Peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec il

Late in time be-hold Him come, Off-spring of the Vir-gin's womb:

Light and life to all He brings, Ris'n with heal - ing in His wings.
4

Joy - ful, ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veilad -t the God-hend see; Hail th'in-car-nate De - i - ty,
Mild He lays His glo-ry by, Bom that man no more may die,

With th'an- gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth - le - hem!”
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el
Born to raise the soms of earth, Born to give them sec - ond birth.
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Hark! theher-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-bornKing.” A-men.

JESUS CHRIST




Calvary & Zion
In Celebration of Christmas
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 In Loving Memory

Rev. Jim Vahey

From Joan Vahey of Calvary

Mark Fischer & Carol Moroney

From Sueann, Maggie and Emmett Moroney of Zion
Our Parents

From Roy and Judie Gauger of Zion

Craig Franke

From Roy and Judie Gauger of Zion
In Honor

Calvary Staff

Lee and Susan Basten of Calvary
All the Faithful Members at Zion and Calvary

Rev Michael and Jolene Morris

Myrtle Clark

From Roy and Judie Gauger of Zion
For the Harding and Richardson Families

Marc and Deb Harding of Zion
The People of Zion

From Bob and Barb Cable of Zion
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda 
Ralph Taylor
Georgeen Taylor
Eric Walters

Mark Rieland
Jeff Morse(Brother in Law to Myrtle)

Ruth  Bellavia ( Judie’s sister)
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities

Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle

For Those Who Are in Mourning
Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
Mission of the Month

December 2020

Emergency Heating Assistance

Calvary and Zion will collect funds in support of Door County veterans and their families during the month of December for Emergency Heating Assistance.  The funds collected are distributed by the Veterans Council of Door County to those in need in our area.

Please give generously.  
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Checks can be made out to Calvary or Zion with “Heating Assistance” in the memo line.  Thank you for your generosity!
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L Toa maiden-gaged to  Jo-seph,the an-gel Gabriel came.
2.“For  youare high-ly fa-voredby GodtheLord of all,
3. But  Maty was most trou-bled to hearthe an-gel’s word.
4.“Fear not,for God is wllhyuu,and youshall bear a child.
5.“How shall this be?” said  Ma-ry, am notyet a wife.”
6 As  Mary heardthe an- el e wondered at his words.
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Fear not,”the an -gel told her, “I come to bring good news,
who ev-en now is with you.You are oncarthmost blest,
What was the an -gel say - ing? It troubledher to hear,
His name shall be called Je - sus, God's offspring fromon high.

an -gel  an-swered quick - ly, “The power of the Most High
“Be - hold, I am your hand-maid,”she said un-to her God.
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good news I come o tell you,good news, I say, good news

you arc mostblest, most bless-ed, God chose you, you are bles
to  hear the an-gels message, it trou-bled her to hear.
And  he shallreign for - ev - er, for - ev - er reign on high”
will come up-on you short-ly, your child will be God'schild.”

be i, I am read-y ac- cording to your word.”
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WORDS: Gracia Grindal, 1983 (Lk. 126-38) ANNUNCIATION
MUSIC: Rusty Edwards, 1983 76.76.76
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