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Sunday 
October 25, 2020
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches

Welcome   Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Opening Prayer
Almighty God, you who are the source of our life, strength, and ministry. In your presence alone we find help, hope and life.  Send us from this hour as healing reminder of your love to all whose lives we touch this day. We offer our prayers in the name of Christ--Amen
Hymn:   In Christ There Is No East or West
Prayers For Others: Take some time to pray for those on our list and any others that come to mind.
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Cares Chorus:
I cast all my cares upon You  I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet
And any time I don't know  what to do, I will cast all my cares upon You.
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: .  Marge Bricker and Jerry Schopf (10/23), Janet Hugg (10/26),  Howard Williamson (10/27)
Scripture: 
 Matthew 5.43-48 ‘‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” 44But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax-collectors do the same? 47And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Message:  Friends help us to understand “love your enemy”
In his book Friends for Life, Dr. Michael Williams tells a story of when the angels in heaven were watching the Israelites as they crossed the Red Sea to escape the Egyptian army.  When they crossed safely to the other side to freedom a cheer went up from heavens host. God smiled at the people who had been slaves and were now on their way to freedom and new life. 

Heaven watched when the armies of the Egyptians went in the sea bed between the walls of water and the water came crashing down and drowned the army.  A cheer went up from heaven but God called out, fearing the cause of the second shout: “Why do you shout for joy again?”  “Your enemies the Egyptians have drowned in the waters through which your children passed unharmed,” came the answer from the angels.

“Then I want no cheering” Gods voice was angry. “While my children called Israel landed safely on freedom banks, my children the Egyptians have drowned in the sea.  I will tolerate no celebrations while any of my children die.”

This story is not in the Bible but it reflects a line of thought in the Old Testament that revenge, retaliation, violence and hate are not tools of the kingdom of God but of Satan. Those tools that keep humanity fighting each other and bring about death.   Revenge, retaliation, violence and hate cause us to mistrust, dislike and hate people of other races, cultures and political parties. 

The Old Testament called for an eye for an eye not because God operates that way but to stop unrestricted retaliation and revenge for an injury. In the Old Testament when is says to love your neighbor and hate your enemy it does not mean to do violence to your enemy.  The word hate, means “to take no notice of” but not to go and do harm. 

Jesus rejects the concept of “love your neighbor and hate your enemy” and replaces it with “love your enemy”.  He means that we should work as hard for the wellbeing of those who hate us and even persecute us as we do for our neighbors. This is not expanding the notion of neighbor but being so secure in our acceptance by God that do not have to insist on our own rights.  We can even renounce our rights in the interest of others. 

When Jesus came he brought the Kingdom of God in His physical presence and his actions.  In the Gospels and the Epistles the writers are giving us Jesus’ tools for living out of the Kingdom of God not the Kingdom of Satan. 

The Bible says it best that the tools of Gods kingdom are: (Galatians 5:22-23) love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. (I Corinthians 13:4-8) Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.8 Love never ends. 

One of the hardest things to do as a Christian, and I am a Christian, is to not cheer when those who I dislike and have done me harm have something bad happen to them.  I do not want to be the angels that cheer when the Egyptians are killed but I often find myself there. It is only by practicing with the tools of Gods Kingdom can I live out of the belief that we are all God’s children. 

Response to the Word: Think of an image that will help you not respond to people (physically or with your thoughts) with either: revenge, retaliation, violence or hate.
Closing Hymn:  O How He Loves You and Me
Benediction:  May our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our creator, who loved us and in his grace gave us unfailing courage and a firm hope, encourage you and strengthen you to always do and say what is good-Thessalonians 2:16-17-TEV
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601 Dear Christ, Uplifted from the Earth

1 Dear Christ, uplified from the carth,
your arms stretched out above
through every culture, every birth,
10 draw an answering love.

2 St east and west your love extends
and always, near and far,
you call and claim us as your friends
and love us as we are.

Suggested e
MeKEE, no. 600

3 Where age and gender, class and race,
divide us to our shame,
you see a person and a face,
2 neighbor with 2 name.

4 May we, accepted as we are,
yet called in grace to grow,
teach out t0 others, near and far,
‘your healing love to show.

Brian Wren (1936-)




United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda Ralph Taylor
Eric Walters

Mark Rieland
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities

Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle

For Those Who Are in Mourning

Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

Colin Snook, David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
Mission of the Month
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"This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down His life for us." 1 John 3:16 (NIV)
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UMCOR United Methodist Committee on Relief

UMCOR workers and volunteers: 

*First to arrive and the last to leave when people are in need. 

*Bring supplies to communities devastated by storms and floods. 

*Provide for emergency grants after a disaster. 

*Help relieve hunger and help communities have a 

sustainable source of food. 

*Covers the expenses of job training. 

Your donation makes a significant impact of the lives of 

individuals and communities. 

Thank you for your generosity

Checks can be made out to Calvary or Zion with “UMCOR” in the memo line.  



