[image: image1.wmf] 

Sunday 
September 6, 2020
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome
Prelude

Call to Worship:

M. When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?
P. Yet you have made us a little lower than angles, and crowned us with glory and honor.
You have given us dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under our feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea. O Lord, our God, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
Hymn: # 77 How Great Thou Art
Prayer:  Gracious God grant that by the power of your spirit Christ may be born in us today to the end that our worship and ministry may be pleasing to you and hepful to your people.
Prayers For Others: 
Lord’s Prayer 
Cares Chorus
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Taylor (T.J.) Livingston 9/7/18
Scripture: 
 Isaiah 60:19-61:2, Exodus 20:8-11
Isaiah 60.19-20
19 The sun shall no longer be your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon give light to you by night; but the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory.20 Your sun shall no more go down, or your moon withdraw itself; for the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your days of mourning shall be ended.

Exodus 20.8-11
8 Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9For six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it.

Message:  Sacred time and ordinary time
The poet/historian, Carl Sandburg, once said, “A person must get away now and then to experience loneliness. Only those who learn to live with loneliness can come to know themselves and life. I go out there and walk and look at the trees and sky. I listen to the sounds of loneliness. I sit on a rock or a stump and say to myself, “Who are you? Where have you been, and where are you going?”

Sandburg is talking about sacred time. Sacred time is time spent with God. It is sacred time because it is time for renewal and re-creation. It brings us closer to God and humanity and it gives meaning to our ordinary time. In Genesis God rested on the seventh day from the work of Creation.  In the Ten Commandments we are told to rest on the seventh day because God rested.  The Commandment is an order to take some time (not for ourselves or our family) and use that time to be with God doing those things that God would want us to do.

Prayer, Solitude and Service in Jesus name are three ways to enter sacred time. Prayer is getting into contact with God.  Prayer bridges the gap between the divine and us because prayer puts us in a state of mind were we can hear God responding.  If you grew up in a rural farm area you would know which sounds and sights were dangerous and which were normal. If you grew up in an urban area and moved to a rural area it would take time to re-tune your eyes and ears to the new environment.  In prayer we are asking God to hear us and speak to us. I believe God does speak to us. However if we are not use to praying we may need some time to tune into how God is answering. We may not be aware of how God is speaking unless we make room in our mind for God to speak in unusual ways.  

There is a story about a Jewish community praying in the Synagogue on the Day of Atonement.  The congregation met at midnight to ask God for forgiveness.  They all prayed earnestly for an hour but the Rabbi said he did not feel the heavens open so they prayed again.  This went on for some time till in the back of the room a little boy, who had just started Hebrew school, rose to his feet and went to the front of the Synagogue and started to pray in loud voice. All he had learned of Hebrew was the alphabet so began to recite it.  As he did so many in the congregation tried to shush him but as he finished the alphabet the Rabbi called for silence because he saw the heavens open and their prayers received by God. The Rabbi said that when the boy recited the alphabet he prayed all the words that could be said and God accepted the prayer.  

Solitude is when we can block out the concerns of today and tomorrow. It is often found someplace different than our usual surroundings. Solitude is when we are alone with God and it is usually in nature but again not always. Being alone with God can help us focus on the mission God has for us. It can also enable us to find the strength needed to carry out the work God would have us do. 

This brings me to the third way of being in sacred time and that is Service in Jesus name.  It is sometimes messy and often noisy yet it is still time with God.  The Sabbath is Gods invitation to us to join God in some sacred time.  Jesus told Peter “if you love me take care of those I love”.  When we ae in service in Jesus name (doing some work or giving our money) we are in sacred time.  

There is nothing wrong with Ordinary time and in fact we live most of our life in ordinary time. God gave us time to care for ourselves and families-6 days however it is because of the seventh day that we are able to fully live and enjoy the other six.  

To repeat-Sacred time is time spent in the same kind of rest God did on the seventh day. For us it is a renewal and re-creation that brings us closer to God, humanity and gives meaning to our ordinary time. 
Hymn #636 Christian People, Raise Your Song
The Thanksgiving and Communion
Response to the Word: The fruit of silence is... Prayer...The fruit of prayer is... Faith...The fruit of faith is... Love...The fruit of love is... Service...The fruit of service is... Peace. -- Mother Teresa
Closing Hymn: # 671 Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing
Benediction:  Go in peace and may the spirit which is in Jesus Christ be in us, enabling us to know God’s will and empowering us to do that will-Amen
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda
Howard Williamson
Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities

Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle

For Those Who Are in Mourning

Jackie Behnke Family (Loss of her mother)

The Family of Katie McConkey
Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community
For all returning to school

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
**********************************
Mission of the Month
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O Lord, how great are thy works!™ Psalm 92:5
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September 2019 

Working with Farmers, Volunteers, 

Organizations and faith groups, since 1979. 

SoSA has gleaned and distributed fresh produce to feed the hungry. 

Gleaning is the biblical practice of 

gathering crops that would otherwise go to rot or be plowed under after the 

harvest. 

The Gleaning Network coordinates 

volunteers, growers and distribution agencies to salvage the food. 

Checks can be made out to Calvary or 

Zion with “Society of St. Andrew” in the memo line.  

Thank you for your generosity!
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