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Sunday 
September 27, 2020
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches

Welcome
Prelude

Call to Worship:  
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
It is I, your brother John, a fellow sufferer for the Lord’s sake, who is writing this letter to you. I, too, have shared the patience Jesus gives, and we shall share his Kingdom!---Revelation 1

Hymn: # 2001 We Sing To You, O God
Prayer:  Lord Jesus Christ, you demonstrated faithfulness in all of life, even to death on the cross. Grant to us grace and strength to faithfully follow you all the days of my life. Amen--Unison
Prayers For Others: 
Lord’s Prayer
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Margie Lueder 9/28, Roy Gauger 9/30, Jennifer Garber 9/30, Wanda Lenz 10/1
Scripture: 
 Daniel 3.1-30
King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and whose width was six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent for the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counsellors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, to assemble and come to the dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3So the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counsellors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, assembled for the dedication of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. When they were standing before the statue that Nebuchadnezzar had set up, 4the herald proclaimed aloud, ‘You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you are to fall down and worship the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6Whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire.’ 7Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshipped the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.8 Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the Jews. 9They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, ‘O king, live forever! 10You, O king, have made a decree, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, shall fall down and worship the golden statue, 11and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire. 12There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These pay no heed to you, O king. They do not serve your gods and they do not worship the golden statue that you have set up.’
13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought in; so they brought those men before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar said to them, ‘Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods and you do not worship the golden statue that I have set up? 15Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble to fall down and worship the statue that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god that will deliver you out of my hands?’16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, ‘O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a defence to you in this matter. 17If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. 18But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.’

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace to be heated up seven times more than was customary, 20and ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21So the men were bound, still wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. 22Because the king’s command was urgent and the furnace was so overheated, the raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of blazing fire.

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his counsellors, ‘Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?’ They answered the king, ‘True, O king.’ 25He replied, ‘But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god.’ 26Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, ‘Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!’ So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counsellors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair of their heads was not singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire came from them. 28Nebuchadnezzar said, ‘Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king’s command and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 29Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that utters blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins; for there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way.’ 30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon.

Message:  Hard Times
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are our friends from the Bible that know about hard times and hard decisions. They had to choose between violating their most fundamental beliefs and losing their life. They are given an impossible choice.  Reading this today and seeing what they decided may seem like an odd choice.  They could have just bowed down to the golden statue with their fingers crossed.  If an idol means nothing then why not just comply? 

There is a movie released a number of year ago called “Sophie’s Choice”.  In this film Sophie was in line with her two children to board trains for Auschwitz.  An SS officer notices she is very pretty and wants her for himself.  In an act of ultimate cruelty he gives her a choice.  She can save one child but the other must go to the camps.  She is given an impossible choice, but she must choose or both will go to the camps.

In Les Miserables Inspector Javert, must choose between giving up his belief that breaking the law makes a person beyond redemption and giving up his own life. He chooses to die at his own hand because giving up his belief was something he could not live with.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego most likely believed that by bowing down to an idol was denying the God they served. Their choice to be put into the furnace seemed to them to be the best choice. We know the end of the story but do not let that knowledge hide the fact that they hoped God would save them but they did know for sure. We do not know their reasoning process or who might have advised them but somehow they came to the conclusion that it was better not to deny the God of their ancestors.

Hopefully we will not have to make choices like Sophie or Jevert but we do find ourselves in some difficult situations. Think of all the nurses and doctors and medical staff that go to work and feel the stress of not knowing if they will become infected. They have to choose between going to help or staying home and letting someone else do their job.  The choice may have been easy early on but by now there is a weariness that sets in like someone who has been in combat to long.

When we find ourselves going through hard times one of the things that help the most is to think about how we went through a similar situation in the past. As we reflect on the outcome of our past problem we can see what helped us.  It might be: friends, books, stories of others who had similar problems, faith, hope, and music, a good explanation of what is happening or doing something positive.

Hard times will happen and we will be forced to make some hard choices yet we know that we have biblical friends that will be with us and understand our problems.  Most of all we have a God that will never leave us alone.
Response to the Word: Read this week Romans 8:31-39 and memorize 38-39
Closing Hymn: #2213 Healer of our Every Ill
Benediction:  Live today in Christ’s presence, remembering he is near and will sustain you as you serve in his name. Go in peace
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1 You who know our fears and sad - ness, grace us with your
2 In the pain and joy be -hold - ing how  your grace is
3 Give us strength to love each oth - er, ev - ry sis - fer,
4 You who know ecach  thought and feel - ing, teach us all your
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peace and glad-ness; Spir-it of all com-fort, fill our hearts.
still  un-fold-ing, give us all your vi - sion, God of love.
ev - 'ry broth-er; Spir-it of all kind-ness, be our guide.

way of heal-ing; Spir-it of com-pas-sion, fill each  heart.

Texl M;uly Haugen, b. 1950
[EALER OF OUR EVERY ILL, Marty Haugen
N it © 1987 GIA Pubtcatons, n. 73005 gom Ave. Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. §00.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda

Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities

Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle

For Those Who Are in Mourning

The Family of Katie McConkey

Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community
For all returning to school

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!
Mission of the Month
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1. We sing to you, O God, the Rock who gave us
2. We wan-dered far from home , out in a des- ert
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birth, let our re - joic - ing sing your name in
land, you shield -ed with your love our fear - ful
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all | the earth. To  you, O God, let
pil - grm band. You kept us safe with -
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songs be raised, in  joy - ful hymns, our  feast of praise.

in your arms and shel-tered us a - gainst the Storm.

light and air and tust in your un - fail - ing care.

way is just, you are the God in whom we trust.
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WORDS: Gracia Grindal (Deut. 32:11, 18; 33:27; Ps. 57:1; 66:2; 96:1-2) DARWALL'S 148th’
MUSIC:  John Darwall; harm. from Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1875, alt. 66.66.88

Words © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.






September 2020
Working with Farmers, Volunteers, 

Organizations and faith groups, since 1979. 

SoSA has gleaned and distributed fresh produce to feed the hungry. 

Gleaning is the biblical practice of 

gathering crops that would otherwise go to rot or be plowed under after the 

harvest. 

The Gleaning Network coordinates 

volunteers, growers and distribution agencies to salvage the food. 

Checks can be made out to Calvary or 

Zion with “Society of St. Andrew” in the memo line.  

Thank you for your generosity!



