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Sunday 
August 30, 2020
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome
Prelude

Call to Worship:

M. I will give you thanks as long as I live; I will raise my hands to you in prayer.
P. As I lie in bed, I remember you; all night long I think of you, because you have always been my help.
In the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. I cling to you, and your hand keeps me safe.
Hymn: # 473 Lead Me, Lord
Prayer:  
Prayers For Others: 
Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Don Heeringa 8/31, Emily Pitchford 9/1, Warren Burlend 9/2, Alex Lopez 9/2, Robert Desotelle 9/3, Bev Schulze 9/4, Susan Basten 9/5
Scripture: 
 Psalm 4:3-8, Psalm 92.1-4
 
Message:  Night and Bed Time Prayer-

Can you recall the prayer you used for night time when you were a child or the one you used with your children? Did the prayer deal with thanksgiving or safety?  I would imagine it dealt with safety. 

Children many times exhibit an unwillingness to go to sleep. Many times it is because they are afraid. Parents use various means to help their children go to sleep.  Pictures of parents to hold in bed, stuffed animal, a little light, music and promises to check on them later. A night time prayer is helpful if it is reinforced by the parents believing that God is with them and that they are never separated from the love of God.

For centuries darkness and night time have been a problem for people.  Darkness and night have always represented the unknown.  What is unknown is always a worry.  At night the world around us looks different.  Trees and shrubs and other things can take on a sinister look that they do not have in daytime.  In the dark it is hard to find your way when you are in an unfamiliar area.  In Viet Nam our squad was on a night time ambush. It was so dark we could not see our hands in front of us. We spread out and settled down along the trail in a forested area to wait for the NVA to come along.  When morning came and we saw that the trail was merely a small path and the forest was a number of vines that grew over some bushes. I thought we were spaced far apart but in reality we were next to each other. 

When we are asleep (as important as it is for our health) it is a time of being in the unknown.   In sleep we are vulnerable and mostly powerless.  During this time we need to know that someone is keeping us safe.  A prayer for our safety addressed to God says something about our confidence and faith that God can protect us.  It is interesting that many of the psalms are both prayers for protection from enemies and an affirmation of faith.  Some Examples are: Ps. 6-7, Ps 23-27, Ps. 42-44.

The saying –the lord helps those who help themselves- is not helpful. God expects us to call for help and especially at those times we feel most vulnerable. To call on God is not weakness or the act of desperation but one of faith.  

When we take time to pray at night we can develop a habit of giving thanks for the day and affirm our belief that God will be with us throughout the night to protect us.  In times of great distress or upheaval we need daily reminders that Our God will never leave us of forsake us.  We need daily reminders that we are never separate from the love of God.  Worship is a reminder that God loves us and will not leave us alone. However we need daily reminders of this fact. A night time prayer that gives thanks to God for the day and askes God for protection at night is a good way to be reminded of God’s love for us.
It is longer than the usual nighttime prayer but perhaps this would be good to use for a bit.  You can feel free to update the language. 

John Wesley-- a Prayer for Evening

May the light of all Christians shine before others so they might glorify you, our Father which art in heaven. Send forth your light and truth into the dark corners of the earth so all leaders might bow before you and all nations do your service. Bless these countries and give us grace in time to bear fruit worthy of repentance. Lord, save our leaders and establish their authority in righteousness. Prosper the efforts of all those ministers who faithfully feed your people and increase their number. May the seed that was sown this day take deep root in all our hearts so, being not forgetful hearers but doers of the word, we may be blessed by our deeds. Help us in the following week to set a guard over our mouth and keep watch over the door of our lips; and help us not be drawn to what is evil or take part in wicked deeds along with those who are evildoers (Psalm 141:3-4). Instead, knowing how we ought to live and please you, may we do this more and more.
Response to the Word: Use the above for an evening prayer or rewrite it and use it for an evening prayer

Closing Hymn: #474 Precious Lord, Take My Hand
Benediction:  You have been reminded that Jesus is your Lord and that you are God’s servants. You are loved; you are forgiven; you are empowered and now you are sent to live as God’s faithful ones Amen
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[image: image3.jpg]539  Lead Me, Lord, in Thy Righteousness

Foom Pasn 5 8 4: 8 Suasel 5. Wesley (1810:1576)
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda

Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities

Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle

For Those Who Are in Mourning

Jackie Behnke Family (Loss of her mother)

Fred and Sue Lewis Family (Loss of Fred’s Niece)

Family of Jim Sluzewski
Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

Colin Snook, David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!

Mission of the Month

August 2020
Thanksgiving Food Gift Cards

Calvary and Zion will collect funds in support of area families during the month of August for Thanksgiving Food Gift Cards.  Recipients will redeem cards in November for the purchase of food items at local grocers.  Please give generously.  

 

Checks can be made out to Calvary or Zion with “Thanksgiving Food Card” in the memo line.  

 

Thank you for your generosity!
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Thomas Andrew Dorsey, 1932

George Nelson Allen, 1844
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