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Sunday 
August 16, 2020
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches

Welcome
Prelude

Call to Worship:

M.  Open to me the gates of the Temple, that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the Lord.
P.  I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
All  This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.*
Hymn: # 2270 He Has Made Me Glad
Prayer:  Lord Jesus, hasten the day when all of your people may know the joy, peace, and harmony of your kingdom. Grant to us this day the power to live in your kingdom.
Prayers For Others: The Lord’s Prayer

Offertory:  What will you offer to God this week?
Birthdays: Emily Bley 8/18, Christian Livingston 8/18

Scripture: 
 Deuteronomy 26.1-11 
1When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, ‘Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.’ 4When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, 5you shall make this response before the Lord your God: ‘A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. 6When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labour on us, 7we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; 9and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me.’ You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your God. 11Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house.

Message:  Gratitude-our Meal prayers
There is a story about a poor baker in a village who was at the end of all her supplies.  She maybe had enough flour and sugar for one more sweet muffin. Her bakery was across the street from a large bakery run by a very stingy person.  She was about to close her shop for the day when a ragged looking young man came into her shop asking for a place to stay the night.  He said he had been on the road for a while and has not slept inside for days.  He tried the bakery across the street but the man sent him angrily away. She sighed and told the young man to come home with her.  She did not have much food to offer in her house but shared what food she had and made him a place to sleep on the floor. The next morning the young man thanked her and told her that the first thing she did in her bakery that morning would be what she would do all day.  It was an odd morning greeting but she thanked him and went to town to open her bakery.  As she had just enough flour and sugar to make one more muffin she went about that task thinking “if it is my last then it will be my best muffin”. After she mixed the flour, sugar, water and formed the muffin she noticed her flour and sugar bin were full to the top. In fact all of her supplies were full to the brim.  She found that she could not stop making muffins, bread and pastries all day. People came into her shop and went away with dozens of pastries.  People who went to her shop said the pastries had something extra in them that just made you feel good. She made so much money that day that she never was short of supplies again. 

 The stingy man across the street was watching all his customers going to her and nobody coming to his shop. He ran across the street to ask what was happening! She told him about what she did for the ragged young man and how he gave her this gift.  With this information the stingy baker quickly ran to the road out of town to catch up with the young man.  When he found him he bowed and asked for forgiveness for being so rude and begged him to come to his home.  The young man was sat down at a large table given the finest food and then a large soft bed to sleep in that night.  In the morning the stingy man waited for his gift and was not disappointed. The young man said thank you and told him that the first thing he did in his shop that morning was what he would do all day.  The stingy man thought that the most profitable he could do was count his money. He went to his shop and as he went to the cash register he looked at his floor and thought it looked dirty as if the shop was not ready for customers, so he grabs a broom and begins sweeping.  When he tried to stop sweeping he found he couldn’t so he ended up sweeping the floor all day.  His usual customers passed by his shop thinking it was not open and went to the woman across the street.  The stingy ungrateful man lost a lot of customers that day but had the cleanest  shop on town.

Gratitude was abundant in the poor baker and missing in the wealthy one. Wealth was not his problem it was his attitude.

Do you give thanks before you eat the food in front of you? What kind of prayer do you use? Think about when you were young what meal prayers do you recall.  Here are some from the internet.

· Bless us, O Lord, and these Thy gifts which we are about to receive, Through Thy bounty Through Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.

· For food that stays our hunger, for rest that brings us ease, for homes where memories linger, we give our thanks for these.

· God is great! God is good! Let us thank God for our food. Amen

· Lord, thank You for the food before us, the family and friends beside us and the love between us. Amen.

· The Jonny apple seed prayer—O the Lord is good to me and so I thank the lord for giving me the food I eat the sun and rain and the apple seed-O the Lord is good to me-Amen, Amen, Amen.

In March of 1760, John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, preached at Burslem, England to the pottery workers.  While there Wesley spoke with Josiah Wedgwood who was working in his home garden next to the factory.   A year later Wedgwood made a special teapot that would hold a gallon of tea!  (Wesley drank copious amounts of tea to keep up his energy levels in his ministry labors.)The decorations on the teapot were symbolic of the national flowers of Scotland (thistle), Ireland (shamrock) and England (rose.)  The decorative pattern was inspired by blue calico of his future wife’s dress.)The prayers were written by John Cennick, the headmaster of a charity school founded by Wesley.  The custom of singing thanks before and after a meal originated with the Moravians. 

The John Wesley Teapot Table Blessing
Blessing before the Meal
Be present at our Table Lord Be here and everywhere ador’d these creatures bless and grant that we. May feast in Paradise with thee
Thanks after the Meal
We thank thee Lord for this our food But more because of Jesus’ love. Let manna to our Souls be given The bread of Life sent down from heaven.

Giving thanks for the food I eat is a humbling activity. It acknowledges the fact that this food –this life giving nourishment-is not of my making. Even if I grew the vegetables, raised the livestock and cooked the food still I am humbled because this food is a gift.  

There is another story of a great contest between God and a scientist to see who could create the better human.  They met on dry ground and began.  God reached down gathered some dust made a type of clay formed a person and breathed life into that person. The scientist very impressed rolled up her sleeves and began to gather some dust when God said wait get your own dust!!

At our meal prayers we do not have time to thank the entire food chain that brought the food to us but we can thank the Creator of the universe.  When thanking God for our food also ask for God’s blessing.  A blessing is a passing on of strength and power.  In asking God to bless the food you are asking God to add some of Gods strength and power to the strength the food already contains.  

A Meal prayer is a simple statement of how grateful we are to God for the food we eat.
Response to the Word: This week give thanks for what you were given. Do this in the morning meal and the evening meal.
Closing Hymn: #100 God Whose Love is Reigning o’er Us
Benediction:  May the Lord bless you and take good care of you. May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you. May the Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Luzern (Rick) Richter

Akiko Ikeda

Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities

Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle

For Those Who Are in Mourning

Craig Franke Family 
Jackie Behnke Family (Loss of Mother)

Fred and Sue Lewis (Loss of Fred’s Niece)
Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

 Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army

Colin Snook, David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!

Mission of the Month

August 2020
Thanksgiving Food Gift Cards

Calvary and Zion will collect funds in support of area families during the month of August for Thanksgiving Food Gift Cards.  Recipients will redeem cards in November for the purchase of food items at local grocers.  Please give generously.  

 

Checks can be made out to Calvary or Zion with “Thanksgiving Food Card” in the memo line.  

 

Thank you for your generosity!
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