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Sunday 
July 19, 2020
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome

Prelude
Call to Worship:

M.   The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.   The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures; leads me beside still waters; restores my soul. Our God leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
P. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
my whole life long.

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, you have shown us what it means to be a servant and a healer. We ask for your grace and strength to faithfully follow in the footsteps of servanthood.  
Hymn: # 454 Open My Eyes, That I May See
Prayers: Take time now to pray for the individuals on our prayer list and anyone else you would like. 

Offertory:  What will you give to God Today?

Birthdays: Bruce Frudden (7/24), Hannelore Scholl (7/25)
Scripture: Mark 7:24-30
The Syrophoenician Woman’s Faith
24 From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, ‘Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ 28But she answered him, ‘Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.’ 29Then he said to her, ‘For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.’ 30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

John 9:1-12

A Man Born Blind Receives Sight

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’ When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.’ They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’
Message:  Healing not Blaming
Two healing accounts from different times in Jesus’ ministry that are connected by looking at who the initial audience was, that saw the healing.

Jesus is aiming not just to the people involved or to the ones observing but to the underlying belief the culture had.  The specific belief was about the relationship between God and illness from an unknown cause or one that seemed to be a complete mystery.

Both the mother whose daughter was demon possessed and the man born blind had illnesses that could only be explained by using religious concepts that involved the guilt or the worth of the person.

The disciples asked why the man was blind. Was it him or his parents that sinned? Jesus shows them that God did not cause the man to be blind. He does this by first healing him and then letting the responses of everybody else (Pharisees, his family and towns folk) play out. You can reread the chapter 9 in John to see how everybody responded to the man being healed including the man himself.  

Notice how the man born blind gains both physical and spiritual sight.  The Pharisees, his family and towns folk (who believe they see just fine) are plunged into darkness as the story goes on.  

The Syrophoenician woman will not settle for the usual response to asking for help from someone outside of her ethnic group.  She was a Gentile and Jesus was a Jew.  The two groups did not associate with each other.  Each did not think the other was worthy and that what calamity fell to them was their fault. Of course not everybody in these groups felt this way but as a whole the underling belief was that the other was not worthy.  

Jesus’ initial response might have been expected by all listening but when she argued with him and he agrees with her the audience would have been surprised.  Jesus does not question her further or ask for some kind of commitment He just heals as a sign that God does not cause demons in infect people.  

I believe in both cases Jesus is saying no to the assumption that if I cannot understand why someone is sick then it must be divine intervention. I know most of you believe this but I want to say it-God did not bring about our current virus or any of the other plagues to punish us or to teach us something.  God is in the solutions not the problems. 

 God gave us intelligence, our knowledge of the past, an ability to care and sacrifice for one another and our ability to pray to bring healing to those afflicted by current plague and all future ones.
Response to the Word: Pray this prayer each mooring for the next week 
-Loving God, cloth me in yourself and enable me to live and serve after the pattern of Jesus.-
Closing Hymn: # 2213 Healer of Our Every Ill
Benediction:  Go forth with the calm assurance that the unparalleled love of God surround, upholds, and preserves your life and ministry—Amen
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112 Open My Eyes, That I May See
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1 0-pen my eyes, that | may see glimps-es of truth you have for me;
20-pen my cars, that | may hear voic-es of truth you send so clear;
3 0-pen my mouth, and let me bear glad-ly the warm iruth ev-cry-where;

place in myhands the won-der-ful key that shall un - lock and st me free.
and while the mes-sage sounds in my ear, ev - ery-thing false will dis - ap-pear.
- pen my heart,and let me pre-pare love with your chil-dren thus to share.

Si-lent-ly now, on bend - ed knee, read-y 1 wait your will to see;
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o-pen my eyes, il - lu - mine me,  Spir - it di-vine!
o-pen my ears, il - lu - mine me,  Spir - it di-vinel
o-pen my hearl, il - lu - mine me,  Spir - it di-vine!

WORDS and MUSIC: Clara H.Scort (1841-1897),lt. OPEN MY EYES
88988854,
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Heal -er of our ev-'ry ill, light of each to - mor - row,
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give us peace be - yond our fear, and hope be-yond our sor - row.
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I You who know our fears and sad - ness, grace us with your
2 In the pain and joy be - hold - ing how  your grace is
3 Give us strength to love each oth - er, ev - 'ty sis - ter,
4 You who know each  thought and feel - ing, teach us all your
" Refrain
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peace and glad-ness; Spir-it of all com-fort, fill our hearts.
still  un-fold-ing, give us all your vi - sion, God of love.
ev - ’ry broth-er;  Spir-it of all kind-ness, be our guide.
way of heal-ing; Spir-it of com-pas-sion, fill each  heart.
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch
Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Craig Franke

Roy Gauger
Akiko Ikeda

Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities
Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle
For Those Who Are in Mourning

Family of Wes Fisher (7/11/2020)
Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines
Michael Frelk, Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army National Guard
Justin Bowden
Army
Colin Snook, David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz
In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!

Mission of the Month

July 2020  Christmas in July Food Gift Cards

Calvary and Zion will collect funds in support of area families during the month of July for Christmas Food Gift Cards.  Recipients will redeem cards in December for the purchase of food items at local grocers.  Please give generously.  Checks can be made out to Calvary or Zion with “Christmas Food Card” in the memo line.  Thank you for your generosity!

 
