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 Sunday 
July 12, 2020
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Prelude:
Welcome
Call to Worship:

M.  You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. 

P. Let your light so shine before others, that they may see your good works and give glory to your God in heaven.

Prayer:  Gracious God, renew our spirits and draw our hearts to yourself, that our work may not be a burden but a delight. Help us that we may serve you with cheerfulness and gladness of children, delighting ourselves in you. 
Hymn: # 273  Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands
 Prayer for Others

Lord’s Prayer
Offertory-
Birthdays: Paula Desotelle (7/13), Patty Bley (7/15), Fred Lewis (7/16)
Scripture: 



James 5:13-16
13 Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 

Mark 5:25-33

25 A woman was there who had a sickness that made her bleed. It had lasted for 12 years. 26 She had suffered a great deal, even though she had gone to many doctors. She had spent all the money she had. But she was getting worse, not better. 27 Then she heard about Jesus. She came up behind him in the crowd and touched his clothes. 28 She thought, “I just need to touch his clothes. Then I will be healed.” 29 Right away her bleeding stopped. She felt in her body that her suffering was over.
30 At once Jesus knew that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd. He asked, “Who touched my clothes?”31 “You see the people,” his disciples answered. “They are crowding against you. And you still ask, ‘Who touched me?’ ”32 But Jesus kept looking around. He wanted to see who had touched him. 33 Then the woman came and fell at his feet. She knew what had happened to her. She was shaking with fear. But she told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her, “Dear woman, your faith has healed you. Go in peace. You are free from your suffering.”
Message:  Why Healing?
James 5:14
Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.

Since Jesus, the church has not accepted disease and suffering as being the will of God.  Relief from illness was not only a compassionate response but a sign of the presence of God in the world. As Jesus healed He did so to demonstrate that in Him God was present and compassionate. I am aware that over the years (even to today) to many have said illness is from God to punish or instruct. I will speak to this wrong attitude next week.

In James we are given an insight into how the Church can respond to disease and illness. At that time the Elders came to pray and anoint the person that was ill. As time went on that task of visitation to give comfort and healing became a one person (specially trained) task.  Over the centuries the task of healing has been assumed by hospitals and doctors.  Today we leave most illnesses in the hands of modern medicine. 

Looking at James there are a few things to note from the passage:

1. The Elders had to go to the ill person. This implies the individual was too sick to go to get up from their bed.

2. The Elders “prayed over” presents picture of them laying hands on the ill person as they lay in bed.

3. Oil is used to both to heal and give comfort.

As the Elders prayed they were to anoint the person to signify that the person was set apart for God’s special attention and care.

Not everybody was healed by the actions of the Elders yet many were healed and this demonstrated to the community that God did not cause illness. 

Plagues were very difficult for the Church because the tools of healing (lying on of hands and anointing) were dangerous for the healer.  In ancient and medieval times germs and the cause of plagues were mostly unknown.

Below are some examples of the Church’s response to plague: In ancient times Christians were eventually admired in the Roman Empire for their fearless care for the sick. During the Antonine Plague of 165-180 AD, when soldiers brought back either smallpox or measles from the Near East which killed off a quarter of the Roman Empire, Christians were admired and many converted to Christianity because of their heroic outreach to the afflicted.  Another outbreak in 250-270 AD, known as the Plague of Cyprian, originated in Ethiopia around Easter and spread to Rome, Greece and Syria. It killed more than 5,000 people per day in Rome. During this plague Saint Cyprian preached that Christians were not to waste their time grieving the death of the victims (who he preached were in heaven), but rather they were to redouble their efforts to care for the living afflicted. A fellow bishop of Saint Cyprian, Dionysius, wrote that Christians, “heedless of the dangers, took charge of the sick, attending to their every need.” The heroic ministry of Christians of the third century led to an explosive mass conversion to Christianity. A century after this pandemic, the pagan Emperor Julian noted that “the Galileans” cared not only for their own but even non-Christian people who were sick or in need of any kind.

As the plague (Black Death) appeared across Europe the Roman Catholic Church lost much of its authority among the populace.   Many of the clergy were not caring for their parishes. They were not equipped to deal with illness on such a massive scale. 

In 1541 a plague ravaged Geneva Switzerland.  The town had all the victim’s in one hospital outside of town.  The ministers in the town needed to provide care for the sick.  Two were sent and both contracted the plague and died.  After these two deaths the ministers were choose by lot but many refused to go. I am not being critical of the ministers in Geneva they believed with good reason that going to that hospital was certain death.

In our day, as we respond to this medical crisis, we still want to demonstrate that we will not accept illness fatalistically. As Christians we will not give up our responsibility to show the healing presence of God in our world. 

We will go to the sick person, lay on our hands (with rubber gloves and protective gear on our body). We will tend to the sick anointing them with medication and all the medical aids at our disposal. By doing all these things we signify that the ill person is set apart for God’s special attention and care.

Response to the Word: Ask God to help you to be part of the healing in our county.
Closing Hymn: # 262 Heal Me, Hands of Jesus
Benediction:    Almighty God, through the power of you Holy Spirit you enable us to do more than we can think of imagine. As you send us into the world make us strong to do your work.
Postlude: 
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We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch 
Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson 

Melvin Pfister

Kayla Edwards, niece of Fred Lewis
Craig Franke

Roy Gauger

Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities
Evelyn Mueller

Wes Fischer

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle

Those Serving in the Military

 and Others in National Service

Marines
Michael Frelk, Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt, 
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army National Guard
Justin Bowden 
Army
Colin Snook, David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz 

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!

Mission of the Month

July 2020  Christmas in July Food Gift Cards

Calvary and Zion will collect funds in support of area families during the month of July for Christmas Food Gift Cards.  Recipients will redeem cards in December for the purchase of food items at local grocers.  Please give generously.  Checks can be made out to Calvary or Zion with “Christmas Food Card” in the memo line.  Thank you for your generosity!

 
