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Sunday 
August 2, 2020
Calvary and Zion United Methodist Churches
Welcome
Prelude
Call to Worship:

M.   All the nations you have made shall come and bow down before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your name. For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God.
P. . Teach me your way, O Lord,   that I may walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart to revere your name. I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify your name for ever. For great is your steadfast love towards me; you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.

Prayer:  Almighty God, in whom we find life, health and strength and through whose mercy we are clothed and fed, grant to us a thankful and faithful heart. In Jesus name 
Hymn: # 378 Amazing Grace
Prayers: Take time now to pray for the individuals on our prayer list and anyone else you would like. 

Birthdays: Luzern (Rick) Richter 7/5
Scripture: Luke 15.1-10  The Parable of the Lost Sheep
15Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.’3 So he told them this parable: 4‘Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.” 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance.

The Parable of the Lost Coin
8 ‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.” 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.’

Message:  God comes to us These parables are about the basic nature of God. God comes to us with love and hope.  God celebrates with us when we accept Gods love and experience hope.  

The three parables in Luke 15 demonstrate the response of God to those who are alone and feel abandoned. In the first parable God values the one sheep as much as the many.  God is joyful when the one who is lost is returned.  In the second God (as the woman who lost a coin) keeps searching until the lost is found.  God does not give up on us.  In the third God is the father with two sons who accepts back the lost son before he can ask for forgiveness.  Just as the father could not deny his son who returned so God cannot deny us.

The Pharisees were being very critical of Jesus eating with the wrong kind of people. Jesus uses three short stories that completely refute their concept of how God relates to humanity. 

Jesus’ question “Who among you, having 100 sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the 99  and go after the lost one” would have been answered by the Pharisees “none”. If you had 100 sheep you would choose to lose one that was lost anyway but not risk losing the rest. The shepherd (God) knows that one lost is as valuable as each one of the rest. The shepherd not only finds the lost and caries it back but is joyful in the return of the lost sheep.  The shepherd and wants to share that joy with the community so the shepherd invites all to come to a celebration regardless of their status in the community. This celebration is joined by a celebration in heaven.  Heaven does not celebrate doctrines or laws that keep people from God. Heaven is joyful even when just one has experienced the love of God and rejoins the community.  I know the celebration on earth would involve a meal with dancing, drinking and singing.  I am not sure how heaven celebrates but singing at least is involved. 

To recast the ending of the story-there is more joy in heaven over one hungry homeless person fed and clothed then over ninety-nine who have not been homeless. As we read this parable it begs the question do I want to be in on the celebration or stay with my biases about who is worthy? God in the form of the good shepherd searches and finds the lost and then joins in the celebration with all the people.

In the second parable, God is represented as a woman who has lost a coin worth a day’s pay. The aspect of God she demonstrates is tenacity.  She will not give up searching when it gets dark she lights a lamp and keeps searching.  She gets a broom to sweep the dirt from the floor and sift through the dirt to find the coin.  Her house was not large so she had to go over it again and again.  She did not give up sweeping till she found the coin and God does not give up on us.  She does not let anything stop her from finding the coin.  We do not know how many brooms she wore out in the search just as we do not know how many brooms God wore out on the search for us. She searched till she found it and then called together all the community to have a great celebration.  Who knows the celebration might have cost more than the coin! 

These two stories about the nature of God (the one who values one lost person as much as those found and the tenacity to keep searching) are followed by a third that shows another aspect of God-how Gods love operates in real life. In the fathers acceptance of the younger son we see God saying to us “my child welcome back you have never been separated from my Love”. 

Read the rest of chapter 15 and see if and when you have been the younger son, the older son or the father

Response to the Word: Think of the last time God came to you. 
Closing Hymn: #341 I Sought the Lord
Benediction:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all-Amen
Postlude
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United Methodist Churches
We Are Merging Excitement and Hope

Into a Vital Faith

Our Prayers

God’s Healing Touch

Terry Carlson, brother of Jan Johnson

Juanita Alley

Bob and Barb Cable

Don Olson

Melvin Pfister

Roy Gauger

Akiko Ikeda

Members Who are Homebound

Or are in Care Facilities

Evelyn Mueller

Mary Ann Masson

Jeanne Desotelle

For Those Who Are in Mourning

Craig Franke Family (7/29/2020)

Those Serving in the Military

and Others in National Service

Marines

Michael Frelk, Gabriel Holcomb, Adam Reinhardt,
Samuel Carrasco

Air Force
Sarah Carrasco, James Fouts, Paul Lewis

Army National Guard
Justin Bowden

Army

Colin Snook, David Norwick

Navy

Jake Vallone, Derek Olsen, Brian Olsen, Jared Hentz

In Our Community

For all who own businesses

For all of those out of work

For those whom are struggling

For those who are working twice as hard

For all of you who provide support

Thanks to you ALL!

Mission of the Month

August 2020
Thanksgiving Food Gift Cards

Calvary and Zion will collect funds in support of area families during the month of August for Thanksgiving Food Gift Cards.  Recipients will redeem cards in November for the purchase of food items at local grocers.  Please give generously.  

 

Checks can be made out to Calvary or Zion with “Thanksgiving Food Card” in the memo line.  

 

Thank you for your generosity!
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