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Day 1: Psalm 96:1-2

O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, bless his
name; tell of his salvation from day to day.
The Psalms invite us to sing (see Psalms 27:6, 33:3, 104:33) because our response to God’s
salvation must involve more than speech. The new song builds upon other songs of gratitude in
the Bible (Exodus 15:1-21). Salvation is an objective reality that is lived out each day. Our singing
is the joyful attitude we bring to each day because God has saved us. We need not fear death for
even death is under the dominion of God. The “new” in the song is that in Christ we are part of
God’s family.
Question: What kind of music helps you express happiness? What song brings back your
best memories?
Challenge: Take the words to “Jesus Loves Me” and put them to a different tune. (Jesus
loves me this I know for the Bible tells me so, little ones to him belong, they are weak but He
is strong.).
Scripture: Revelation 5:6-14

Day 2: Psalm 96:3-5

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples. For great
is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be revered above all gods. For all the gods of
the peoples are idols, but the Lord made the heavens.
Now the Psalmist tells us to crank up the volume on our song. We should be loud enough for the
whole world to hear. At Christmas we learn that the greatness of God is because in creation God
made love the most powerful force in the universe. Praying to idols is like trying to use magic. In
magic one uses correct words and actions to force the result they want. In prayer we humbly lay
before God our needs for ourselves and others so that comfort and a closer relationship with God
may be given to others. We may not fully understand all that God is but we know that God created
all there is.
Question: What are some of the “marvelous” works that everybody can see?
Challenge: Each day from now until Christmas day, in the evening before bed write down
three things you are thankful for in that day. They do not have to be different from day to
day. Each day you might be thankful for the same things.
Scripture: Colossians 1:1-29

Day 3: Psalm 96:6

Honor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.
The “idols and gods” were human traits that were mystified and given power. The gods acted in
the worst and best ways just as humans did. God, who created the heavens and the earth, was
not a human creation. The majesty of God was seen in the fairness and selflessness of God’s
acts. The sanctuary is where the people of God gathered for worship. The strength of God is felt
as the community worships and the beauty of God is seen in the diverse people that have called
upon the name of the Lord.
Question: What would you consider the best and worst human traits?
Challenge: Coming to worship is more about my attitude than the order of worship. Before
you worship this month (at church or quiet Bible reading or Bible study) pause for a moment
and ask God to prepare you for worship.
Scripture: Psalm 150:1-6

Day 4: Psalm 96:7-8
Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his courts.
“Ascribe to the Lord” means to give credit to the Lord. Who is to give the credit? It is all the
people of the earth. The psalms were written for the people of that time but also for all time. The
glory of God is to be declared until all the peoples of the earth join in the song of praise. We offer
ourselves (Romans 12:1-2) and come together to offer praise. Worship can be done on an
individual basis but worship that is heard by those without hope comes from the community.
Question: Why do you come to worship?
Challenge: For the rest of Advent spend some time in the worship service praying for
the people around you.
Scripture: Psalm 68:1-35

Day 5: Psalm 96:9-10

Worship the Lord in holy splendor; tremble before him, all the earth. Say among the
nations, "The Lord is king! The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. He will
judge the peoples with equity."
Holy splendor has nothing to do with what we are wearing to worship (see Matthew 5:28-30). It
has to do with our attitude. We do not tremble because we are scared of God but because of the
awesome privilege to join with God in giving hope. The cosmos is firmly established by God,
something the “gods” did not and could not do. God’s judging means that God sets the standard
of what justice is. The world’s standard of justice is that if you have done wrong you are
condemned. God’s standard is seen in John 3:17. The birth of Jesus was God showing His
justice.
Question: What images come to mind when you think of God?
Challenge: How would you explain “the world is firmly established” to someone who has
had a serious loss?
Scripture: Psalm 29:1-11

Day 6: Psalm 96:11
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
When we worship God not only do we worship with all those who have gone before and are with
God in heaven but according to the psalm we worship with all the earth and the seas. It has been
said that we give voice to all creation, in praise of being alive.
Question: If you could not speak how would you give praise to God?
Challenge: Write a prayer of praise for the whole earth.
Scripture: Psalm 33:1-22
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Day 1: Isaiah 59:20
And he will come to Zion as Redeemer, to those in Jacob who turn from transgression, says
the Lord.
The servant (Isaiah 49:6) is the “he” above. The servant is not the conqueror but the one who buys
back those who repent (turn back) of their former sin. The speech is given to those who have returned
to let them know that just moving back to Judah is not sufficient (though necessary) for their
redemption. They must turn away from their former transgression of idolatry. They must worship God
and God alone. Zion refers to both Jerusalem and the Temple (the place where God dwells).
Question: Who is referred to by the word Jacob and what is apostasy?
Challenge: Look at your date book, your checkbook, and your credit card receipts - do your
activities show that you worship the creature instead of the creator?
Scripture: Isaiah 59

Day 2: Isaiah 59:21

And as for me, this is my covenant with them, says the Lord: my spirit that is upon you, and my
words that I have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth, or out of the mouths of
your children, or out of the mouths of your children’s children, says the Lord, from now on and
forever.
God demands our obedience and our worship. Both of these demands are made for our benefit. The
covenant is the promise from God and it describes the future if the people will continue in the worship
of God and follow God’s commands. Human beings are prone to worship something; if we do not
worship the one God then we will worship something else. If we worship something else then we will
not follow God’s commands, which will lead us away from the Promised Land. Notice the long term
aspect of this promise - to the generations to follow. We, by following God’s commands, ensure
redemption for our children.
Question: Would God’s word get passed on if we decided to skip teaching for a generation? Who
has the responsibility for this teaching?
Challenge: How do you help make sure that the words God has given get passed down from
generation to generation?
Scripture: Isaiah 58

Day 4: Isaiah 60:2-3
For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon
you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your dawn.
Isaiah is writing on two levels. One is that the brightness of God’s light (reflected from Zion) is so bright
that the rest of the world seems to be in darkness. They have no choice but to come to “the brightness
of your dawn.” The other level (I believe) is the ignorance that comes from not being able to see the
world correctly. When the light of God comes then we shall see what is real in terms of relationships.
When we see clearly we can correct our relationship with God, family and community.
Question: What kind of light do you think the author has in mind?
Challenge: Think up a prayer you can use to help you reflect the light of God in your actions.
Scripture: Isaiah 62

Day 5: Isaiah 60:4-5

Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall
come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall
see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice because the abundance of the sea shall be
brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
Isaiah challenges us to hope. Isaiah calls us to risk the feeling our hopes will be dashed. Isaiah
promises us that God is faithful and will deliver us and give us abundant life. Furthermore, God will give
us a future. The return of the children meant the future had come back to Jerusalem. Their hope for a
future had been dashed when the Babylonians conquered them three generations earlier. I believe that
Isaiah would tell us today to look around and see how our faithfulness to God shows us that we have a
future for ourselves and for our families. God’s grace is stronger than any economic downturn ever
experienced.
Question: Why is the wealth of nations coming to Jerusalem?
Challenge: Take a look at your life and see what “wealth” you have been given.
Scripture: Isaiah 65:17-25

Day 6: Isaiah 60:6

Day 3: Isaiah 60:1

A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from
Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the
Lord.

Beginning with chapter 60 we see a real change in the prophet’s tone. In much of Isaiah darkness has
been the motif most often used. Whenever Isaiah speaks of the servant he uses the image of light. In
Genesis 1, light brings order and life to the world. The glory of God is not seen in a great victory in a
battle, but in the faithfulness of God’s people.
Question: What is the significance of the word “arise” in the above verse?
Challenge: Think about the day. When is your best time - morning, afternoon, midday, evening,
twilight or night? After deciding, spend some prayer time at that time of day.
Scripture: Isaiah 61

Isaiah wrote as God commanded, to a people that had come back to Jerusalem. They had returned
and so were close to experiencing God’s redemption. God had redeemed them but they had not as yet
fully accepted that redemption. Isaiah asks them to open the gift to see what is inside and to not be
afraid to use the gift of love. Today we read these words written centuries ago and they ring true to our
experience. There is a future for our families and God; we will see that prosperity does not have to
come from being selfish and greedy.
Question: Why is the praise of the Lord to accompany an offering?
Challenge: Think about your offerings (time, talent and money). Do your offerings praise God?
Scripture: Isaiah 66:1-16

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
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Day 1: Isaiah 40:1-2

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to
her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has
received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins.
From chapter 40 on to the end of the book, Isaiah is trying to encourage his people to come back
to their home. They were taken away into captivity by the Babylonians. Isaiah tells his people that
God has not abandoned them and in fact they have more than paid for their transgressions.
Isaiah and the other prophets have given to the people of Israel a reason for their national
disaster (the fall of Jerusalem) and a means of once again feeling close to God.
Question: Do you think Jerusalem is a city or a person or all the people?
Challenge: What sin do you imagine that Israel committed to be sent into captivity?
Scripture: Isaiah 41

Day 2: Isaiah 40:3-4

A voice of one calling: "In the desert prepare the way for the LORD make straight in the
wilderness a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill
made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.
Isaiah is comparing the return to Jerusalem with the first exodus. In the first exodus the
wilderness was harsh and very hard to traverse. This exodus will be totally different in that the
way will be cleared by God. God provides for us a road to follow but expects us to do the walking.
The people in Isaiah’s time had to leave their new home and risk following God just as they did in
the first exodus. It is always a risk to follow where God wants us to go.
Question: Whose voice is doing the calling?
Challenge: When have you felt God calling you to do something risky?
Scripture: Isaiah 42

Day 4: Isaiah 40:6-7

A voice says, "Cry out." and I said, "What shall I cry?" All men are like grass, and all their
glory is like the flowers of the field. The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the
breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the people are grass.
The voice asks the writer to “cry out” which means state that it is OK to venture forth on this
journey. The grass withering is an allusion to the end of the Babylonian empire. The empire will
come to an end just as all the things made by humans will come to an end. But Isaiah is further
stating that the evil that Babylon represents will not prevail. We need to keep in mind when we
see evil getting the upper hand that it will always fade and die.
Question: Is it possible to build something that will last for 4,000 years?
Challenge: Come up with a different image than the one Isaiah used to describe
something like a institution that will not last.
Scripture: Isaiah 44

Day 5: Isaiah 40:8

“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever."
Words have a way of getting our attention, especially our name. If someone calls your name out
you will turn to see who called you. If we hear a voice that is familiar we will search for the source
of that voice. Words that are spoken in a loud or threatening voice will also command our
attention. Some words have an almost universal response, for example the word “fore” or “heads
up” tells us to duck or be alert. God’s word, unlike our words, has the power to stay in effect long
after they are spoken. God’s word is eternal because it is what brought all things into being, so
that God’s word is a part of everything that exists.
Question: If the word of the Lord stands forever then what do you think stands the second
longest?
Challenge: Why do you think Isaiah used the term “word of the Lord “instead of saying
“the Lord”?
Scripture: Isaiah 45

Day 6: Isaiah 40:9

Day 3: Isaiah 40:5

You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You, who bring good
tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, and do not be afraid; say to
the towns of Judah, "Here is your God!"

The visible expression of the Lord’s presence is “God’s glory.” The whole world can see God’s
goodness and strength in the return of the people to Jerusalem. Today the glory of God can be
seen as people are returning to God. By returning to God I mean that we return to follow God’s
leading and participate in God’s plan for the redemption of the world. Our part is to be faithful
disciples by witnessing to the love of God.
Question: How does the Lord speak?
Challenge: What could you arrange so that the “world” could see God’s glory?
Scripture: Isaiah 43

When the leading people of Jerusalem were taken into captivity and the Temple was destroyed,
those that were left thought that God had gone away. They associated God with the Temple so
strongly that the feeling was that if the Temple and Jerusalem were destroyed, so was God. Even
if they did not think God was destroyed they believed that God was reduced in power and rank.
Isaiah has been telling his people that God is still God and the proof of that is that the people are
coming back to the land. They will feel again the power of God as they see hope renewed and life
going forward.
Question: What part of God is seen when the voice says “here is your God”?
Challenge: Bring some good tidings to somebody this season.
Scripture: Isaiah 49

And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it. For the
mouth of the LORD has spoken."
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Day 1: Isaiah 11:1

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his
roots.

Isaiah wrote during a time of national crisis. The entire nation was looking for a sign of hope, but
looking in the wrong place. Isaiah told the people that their actions over a period of time had
drawn them away from God. The actions Isaiah criticizes are their lack of justice in their
interactions with each other and their attitude toward the worship of God. It is these two things
that have caused the current bad times. There is hope, and that hope will come from God, not
from other powers in the region. David was selected by God and God would bring forth from the
line of David —a Savior.
Question: 9/11 was a terrible event in the history of our country. Have you seen any sign of
hope that has come out of this event?
Challenge: Jesus came from an interesting family. How far back can you trace your family?
What traits or values do you see running through your family to you?
Scripture: Psalm 45

Day 4: Isaiah 11:6-7

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and
the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall
feed; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox

The peace that the king brings is so powerful that even nature will change. The image of the
animals living together is a reminder that in the beginning all were vegetarians (Genesis 1:29-30).
Verse 6 describes how predator and prey shall be at peace. Verse 7 describes how animals will
not fight over the same place to eat but will all eat in peace. The little child is one who can just
walk.
Question: Do you think we would be better off if we were vegetarian?
Challenge: Rewrite this verse using people instead of animals.
Scripture: Ezekiel 47:1-12

Day 5: Isaiah 11:8

The sucking child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand
on the adder's den.

And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

Now we see that even a baby will be safe from the bite of a poisonous snake. In the use of a
snake we again see echoes of creation. The asp and the adder are very dangerous because of
their bite and the snake in creation was dangerous because of its cunning. Both dangers will be
no more in God’s kingdom.
Question: How do you feel about snakes? Would you have one as a pet? Could you
love one?
Challenge: Pick someone or something that to you is very untrustworthy. Under what
circumstances could you trust them/it?
Scripture: Genesis 3:1-13

Day 3: Isaiah 11:3-5

Day 6: Isaiah 11:9

Day 2: Isaiah 11:2

The character of the ruler will be shaped by “the Spirit of God.” There are three pairs of gifts
given to the anointed king; wisdom & understanding, counsel & might, knowledge & fear of the
Lord. The Spirit represents the active creative divine presence. In the anointing the Spirit came
upon the king and stayed as long as the king was just and listened to God. If the king looks
somewhere else for guidance the Spirit would leave the king (see I Samuel 16:1).
Question: What pair of gifts do you think are the most important and what pair do you see
in our national leaders today?
Challenge: To be a national leader today what “gifts” do you think are needed?
Scripture: Psalm 72
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or
decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and
with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked. Righteousness shall be the girdle of his
waist, and faithfulness the girdle of his loins.

These verses describe the king’s administration. He will judge with a deep understanding that
comes from the gifts of the Spirit that God gives. His understanding will be so complete that none
of the weakest in society will be denied justice. The king will have the power to enforce his rules
simply by the words of his mouth. Verse 5 metaphorically tells us that the King will wear his moral
code, which he has from God, around his most vital parts.
Question: In today’s world who are the weakest in society?
Challenge: Is being poor a morally better position than being rich? If not, why do think
being rich can cause us to act badly?
Scripture: Psalm 110

They shall not hurt or destroy in my entire holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

This verse reverses the accusation made in Isaiah 1:2-3. The peace that is spoken of in verses 6
-9 comes because the whole earth has knowledge of God. To know God involves understanding,
intimate relationship, and acknowledgement. For the whole earth to know God, we who do know
God have a lot of work ahead of us.
Question: How would you define knowledge?
Challenge: Based on your definition of knowledge - what do you really know?
Scripture: Isaiah 25:6-9
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Day 1: Luke 2:25-26

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord's Messiah.
The consolation of Israel was the fulfillment of God’s redemptive work. We hear in this phrase the
echoes of Isaiah 40:1-2. As in Isaiah, the redemptive work of God leads the people not back to
the old days but forward to the Kingdom of God. Simeon lived in the hope that he would see The
Christ.
Question: What do you want to see before your life ends?
Challenge: What signs of hope do you see in your life today?
Scripture: Matthew 24:4-31

Day 2: Luke 2:27-32

Day 4: Luke 2:37
then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there
with fasting and prayer night and day.
Anna spent her life in the Temple, but do not think that she was lonely or sad. The Temple was
the meeting place of the community. Everybody came to the Temple mount. People came not
only from Jerusalem but from all over the world. She traveled the whole world yet never left the
Temple mount. A Chinese saying goes, “the sage travels the whole world but never leaves the
back yard.” God sent people to her so that she could be a blessing to them. God is sending
people to us so that we too might be a blessing to them.
Question: Who would you consider to be the oldest and wisest person you know?
Challenge: Look back over the last 5 years and think of who God sent to you so that you
could be a blessing to them.
Scripture: Psalm 62:1-7

Day 5: Luke 2:38

At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the
child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms
and praised God, saying, "Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in
the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your
people Israel.
Simeon spent his time preparing and because of that investment of time he was able to recognize
the Messiah even though he was in the form of a baby. I believe that we do see God today,
however too often we are not prepared to recognize divinity. It is our preconceived notions that
inhibit us from seeing God. The Temple was the logical place to see God but a baby was not the
right image of God for that time. Simeon knew that the Messiah would be for all nations, not just
Israel. Simeon’s mission, to watch for the Messiah and announce his presence, is finished.
Question: What is the first thing that comes to your mind when you see a baby?
Challenge: Over this week ask God to help you see where He is in the ordinary things and
events of the day.
Scripture: Psalm 18:1-19

Anna now uses her ability (proclaiming the word of God) to tell all of Jerusalem that redemption
has come. No doubt the image of an older woman talking about a baby being the hope of the
world was something to see. When we have experienced the love of God we are bound to tell
others what we have experienced. It is hard to describe or explain why God’s love feels so good
but if we are willing to share God’s love, God will help us to find the words or actions to do so.
Question: If you were 80 years old, what would you like to be doing?
Challenge: Think of someone that you will tell of your faith to and begin to pray for that
person now. Look for the right time to talk to them, God will provide it.
Scripture: Psalm 96:1-13

Day 3: Luke 2:36

Now that all has been told it is time for the Holy Family to go home and begin their life. Jesus
grows up and becomes the man who will proclaim the message of love and hope. God has come
to redeem us from our sins and will be with us to the end of the age.
Question: What is your favorite Christmas song and why?
Challenge: How could you help someone see hope at Christmas if they have had tragedy
this year?
Scripture: Luke 2:41-52

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of
a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage,
Anna, as a prophet, was one who spoke the word of God. Joseph, Mary and God brought Jesus
into the world; now Simeon, Anna and God declare to the world that Jesus is the Messiah. Anna
found meaning in life even though she was not to have a husband or children. She reminds us
that God will provide for us, it just may not be as we expect. Anna gave life in her speaking the
word of God because the word of God gave her hope.
Question: When you were ten what did you want to be when you grew up?
Challenge: Think back on this Christmas. What images of hope did you experience?
Scripture: Psalm 27:1-6

Day 6: Luke 2:40
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon
him.

